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Dear Dr. Brothers: We moved into this subdi-
vision about two years ago. I’ve made the house
nice, and we are happy. But while my husband is

and play with him all the time, and he is sweet.
The mother is happy to have free time. Is it wrong
to become attached to the little guy? I think about
him a lot when I’'m not with him. — B.E.

Dear B.E.: Since you are asking if it is wrong,
you must have guilty feelings about becoming at-
tached to somebody else’s child — or you have
a feeling something isn’t quite right. When you
think about someone when you aren’t with him,
it could almost seem as though you have fallen in
love — which you undoubtedly have! There usu-
ally is room in our lives for plenty of love, but
there’s the threat of getting hurt when we deal

you are stepping back and looking at your life.
I’m sure if you start a family, this situation will
resolve itself naturally. There’s nothing wrong
with being attached to the child next door, but if
you don’t start your own family, you may have a
harder time separating reality from a fantasy of
this child being your own. In the meantime, how
about getting a part-time job in a day-care center,
where you can stay busy and interact with kids?

and she wants to wear jeans and a T-shirt like her
big brother. I am heartbroken! How do I persuade
her to be a girly girl? — J.M.

Dear J.M.: This seems like you might be ask-
ing the wrong question. I suppose there are ways
to bribe, punish or motivate a child into being
something she is not, and turn a tomboy into a
girly girl. Or, it’s possible that if you wait 10 or
15 years, your unfeminine child might turn into a
girly young woman on her own. But I think the
best course now is to let your child develop into
someone comfortable in her own skin. This may
mean you have to give up tea parties and dresses.
Or you might postpone them till middle school.
That will be disappointing, but you need to suck
it up and move on, for your daughter’s sake.

The question you didn’t ask was, “How do I
help my child find her own true self?” As soon as
you help her develop interests that will light up
her life, you’ll see that letting her follow her own
dreams is more important than your fantasies.
You can have a great relationship no matter what
path she chooses — be it climbing trees, playing
sports or wearing a tiara.
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led a low diamond from his hand at trick three!

This play certainly violated the standard prac-
tice of leading toward strength instead of weak-
ness. But South was well aware that he had to
take unusual steps to have any chance for the
contract. After West played the nine of diamonds,
dummy’s ten lost to East’s jack. East returned the
nine of hearts, won by South with the ace.

Declarer now made his second good play when
he led the six of diamonds, forcing West to win
with the ace. West exited with a club, ruffed by
South.

Declarer next played three rounds of trumps,
ending in dummy, and returned a diamond, fi-
nessing the eight after East followed low. South
then discarded a heart from dummy on his king of
diamonds and so made four spades.

Note that declarer could not have made two
diamond tricks had he initiated the suit by first
leading low from dummy.
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