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Bears’ books go on after nearly 50 years

By Joann Loviglio
Associated Press

SOLEBURY, Pa. (AP)—Arecent
venture into his mother’s basement
became a Bear Country moment for
Mike Berenstain.

Beyond the shelves of sketches
and correspondence from hundreds
of his parents’ beloved Berenstain
Bears books, he found furniture,
kitchen appliances and other odds
and ends. Why, he gently teased his
mother in their studio recently, was
she holding onto old stereo consoles
and antique toasters?

“It’s like the book where Mama
Bear has a trunk full of what she
calls ‘valuable junk,’” Jan Beren-
stain replied with a laugh. “If it
worked, I held onto it.”

It’s just one example of the con-
nection between art and life in the
Berenstain den.

Nearly 50 years after the Beren-
stain Bears first charmed preschool-
ers and their parents, the lovable
ursine clan remains as close to its
Bear Country roots as the Beren-
stain children remain to the books
bearing its family name.

Stan and Jan Berenstain created
hundreds of books until Stan Beren-
stain’s death in 2005 at the age of 82.
Mike Berenstain, the couple’s son,

now collaborates with his motherin
writing and illustrating new books
at the same studio in an idyllic part
of Bucks County, outside Philadel-
phia, that serves as inspiration for
the books’ setting.

The gentle stories of Mama Bear,
Papa Bear, Brother Bear and Sister
Bear, as always, are inspired by the
Berenstain family —firstthe children
and now the grandchildren.

“We remain relentlessly focused
on the family relationship. There
isn’t one character who’s the star of
any of the books,” Mike Berenstain
said.

Mike Berenstain, 51, started col-
laborating in the late 1980s on the
books with his parents after creat-
ing about 30 of his own children’s
books.

“Their greatest popularity was in
the ‘80s, and now those kids are hav-
ing children of their own,” he said.
“Bad economic times also make
people want to have more family-
oriented time together.”

The bears are venturing further
afield nowadays, with a website,
toys, computer games, TV shows, a
touring stage musical, a children’s
museum exhibit and an iPhone app.
Amovie by “Night at the Museum”
director Shawn Levy is in the script
phase and has a tentative release

date 0f 2012, the 50th anniversary of
the first Berenstain Bears book.

The books have tackled modern
subjects such as online safety and
childhood obesity, and the bears
(or their human helpers) answer
children’s e-mails and letters, but
the goalistotell enduring, universal
stories. Perennial favorites cover
challenges of getting kids to do
chores, defuse fears of the first day
of school and teach values of kind-
ness and generosity.

“They say jokes don’ttravel well,
but family humor does,” said Jan
Berenstain, 87, who works in her
studio daily. “Family values is what
we’re all about.”

Stan and Jan Berenstain, both
Philadelphianatives, were 18 when
they met on their first day at art
school in 1941. They married five
years later and had two sons. The
elder, writer Leo Berenstain, is
involved with the business end of
the family franchise.

Before their family of bear books
was born, the young couple built a
successful career. A cartoon series
they produced called “All in the
Family” ran in McCall’s and Good
Housekeeping magazines for 35
years, and their art appeared in
magazines including Collier’s and
The Saturday Evening Post.
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| 431 Smith Dr. 328 Maple, Oakle |
1055 S. Range 5 bdrm/ 3 bath Split-level home. 6 bdrms/3.5 baths—lots of extras!
| Colby, Kansas . . |
I 785-462-8255 Call Toni or Tom today!!! Give Jerry a call today! 0
] |NEW YEAR-NEW HOME! THINKING ABOUT BUILDING? SMALL-TOWN LIVING! ||
1 e LOTS 7&S8, PIONEER 11 ADD. A 1
1 IDEAL RESIDENTIAL LOTS IN |
ESTABLISHED NEIGHBOR-
l HOOD W/ MINIMAL TRAFFIC. _A _ 1
! i LOTS ALLOW THE TRADI- e |
| 210 W. 5th Tlﬁig%ggésgggggjg&\?l%‘t* 411 Illinois Ave. Brewster |
1 3 bdrm/2 bath 2 story Colonial ) 4 bdrms/2 baths, many updates. |
1 Give Marilyn a call today! CALL PAT TODAY! Give Pat a call today! I
1 Inventory is low — WE WANT YOUR HOMES & COMMERCIAL LISTINGS. Give us a call |
and let our team of experienced realtors provide you with a free market analysis.
I HOMELAND- A TEAM WORKING FOR YOU! I
1 114 S Pennsylvania, Jennings $30,000 105 S. lllinois, Selden $69,000 670 N. Lincoln $128,900 |
1 728 S. 9th, Oakley CONTRACT 1125 Brookside Dr. CONTRACT 310 S. Garfield ~ $7,000 Allowance!! |
411 lllinois, Brewster $45,000 605 Longview-Oakley $79,500 570 Austin CONTRACT
| 101 S. Adams, Grinnell %50,000 1385 W. 15T CON$TRACT 404 Smith Dr. CO;ITRACT |
570 S. Grant 54,000 540 W. 4th 85,500 431 Smith Dr. 191,500
I 410 Converse, Oakley $55,000 725 Cherokee Dr. $92,000 955 Prairie View $197,500 |
ETIES B DR omd N, SISO
.Range , erry aple-Oakley Dreamer’s Delig
1 460 W 4tn CONTRACT I
LAND LISTINGS - 160 Ac. prime Thomas Co., KS irrigated. 1 mi S of Gem, KS. $5,000/Ac. (UNDER CONTRACT)
I 146 ACRES THOMAS COUNTY, KS irrigated with 5 year cash lease. 7 miles North & 1 mile West of Rexford, Kansas. |l
| (UNDER CONTRACT) Call Rock L. Bedore 785-443-1653 |
] 33.3 ACRES LOGAN COUNTY land. Highway 83 frontage. Ideal business location on the North edge of Oakley, Kansas. I
[-70 within 5 miles. (Can be split.) Call Jerry Wycoff 785-672-0429
1 WE WANT YOUR LAND LISTINGS - WE SELL!! I
1 |
POSSIBLE LEASE TURN-KEY BUSINESS' SELLER WOULD LOOK
| — AT A LEASE |
1 _r— 1
1| . i
1 f" —= [ , 1
I 410 N. Franklin 1200 W 4th 1690 W. 4th l
| Join Colby’s main street! Very well established Very well maintained dental office |
| Call Pat for details!!! Give Tom a call today!!! Call Marilyn today!!! |
] COMMERCIAL LOT 6.7 ac. adjacent to Wal-Mart with I-70 frontage Colby, Ks. $670,000. Call Rock! |
LOCATE to I-70 frontage, 2-6 acre lots. Give Marilyn a call today!!
I 111 W. 3rd, Oakley 10,000+ square ft building with an excellent tenant & great cash flow. $210,000 Call Rock! |
| 1675 W. 4th 6,000 sq. ft. office/retail bldg. plus 4,500 sq. ft. Warehouse with dock. May be leased. Give Pat a call today! |
Join the Sellers that list with HomeLand Realty & Auction
1 Your Home, along with many other listings, will be viewed nationally. I
| Pat Sloan 785-443-3261 Rock L. Bedore 785-443-1653 ||
Marilyn Meyer 785-462-2703 www.homelandre.com Tom Harrison 785-443-0136
| Toni Lindberg 785-443-4032 office@homelandre.com Jerry Wycoff 785-672-0429 |
L

The first Berenstain Bears book,
“The Big Honey Hunt,” was pub-
lished in 1962. Over the years, more
than 300 titles have been released
in 23 languages — most recently in
Arabic and Icelandic — touching on
topics from patience to pollution
and becoming a rite of passage for
generations of young readers.

About 260 million copies of Be-
renstain Bears books have been held
in the hands of children and their
parents since their earliest books
were published with the help of
Theodor Geisel, a children’s books
editor at Random House better
known as Dr. Seuss.

“He was a tough editor, but we
learned a lot from him,” Jan Be-
renstain said. Geisel’s critiques,
which the family still hasinits large
archives, mince no words: “When

weak rhymes are used to the extent
these are, the reader feels he’s stuck
inarut” is a typical remark.

Geisel also advised the Beren-
stains to change characters. “There
are too many bears.... They’ll be a
millstone around your neck,” Jan
Berenstain recalled with a laugh.

The couple began working on
their second book — this time with
penguins — but took an about-face
after “Honey Hunt” became a hit.
The Berenstains’ current publisher,
HarperCollins, plans to release the
unpublished “Nothing Ever Hap-
pens at the South Pole” next year
along with several new Berenstain
Bears books in the works.

“It’s wonderful to do something
you love for so many years,” Jan
Berenstain said. “Not everyone
has that.”
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585 S. Garfield
Won't Last! Call Molly today
to see this move-in ready 2-3
BR home.

MOLLY J. OLIVER
i S 460-SOLD (7653)
462-6133 (Res.)
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FARM & RANCH REALTY INC.

1977 — 2011

34+

YEARS OF

EXPERIENCE
EXPERTISE
EXCELLENCE
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REALTOR

1420 W. 4™ — P.O. BOX 947
COLBY, KS 67701
785-462-3904

%!3-

DONALD L. HAZLETT, Broker

www.farmandranchrealty.com

DON HAZLETT

WE INVITE YOU TO TALK TO ONE OF OUR REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS!

Naomi Ward e Steve Hazlett ¢ Ron Evans ¢ Ed Currier ¢ Neal Mann ¢ Mike Bailey ¢ Scotty Legere

LAND AUCTION

800 ACRES CRP & GRASS
WICHITA & WALLACE CO, KS &
CHEYENNE CO, COLORADO
Fri. Feb. 18,2011 @ 10:30 AM, MST
AUCTION LOCATION:

Tues.

Parish Hall, Sharon Springs

ELLIS COUNTY, KANSAS
Feb. 22, 2011

AUCTION LOCATION:

10:30 AM, CST

Sellers: Joan Holmes & Carol Patterson

Ellis County Fairgrounds
Gold Building, Hays, KS

TRACT 1: NE/4 of 6-17-37, Wichita Co
TRACT 2: SE/4 of 32-14-38, Wallace Co
TRACT 3: N/2 of 32-14-38, Wallace Co
TRACT 4: NW/4 of 2-13-46, Cheyenne Co, CO

100% OF 2011 CRP PAYMENTS GOING TO
BUYER(S) - CHECK WEBSITE FOR
PAYMENTS AMOUNTS

INTERNET BIDDING AVAILABLE!

Tract 3- mineral
rights on Tr 2

SELLERS:
Diamond P Trust

] & Wilson Farms
=] -Spring-fed ponds

OTHER UPCOMING AUCTIONS

3/111 — 480 ac cropland S of Grainfield —
E/2 & E/2W/2 of 14-12-29 for Deges Trusts
03/19/11 — Doyle B. Schoen Trust Farm
Machinery Auction at Lenora -
CONSIGNMENTS WELCOME!!
03/26/11 — Spring Consignment — Call in
your items early!!

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

WALLACE - 320 ac cropland N of Wallace —
S/2 of 8-13-38 — JUST LISTED!
GRAHAM -200 ac grassland, live water, and
expiring CRP, SE of Hil City, KS -
Abundant trees & picturesque spring fed
creek!
NESS - 320 ac CRP & grass N of Bazine —
N/2 of 18-17-21 - NEW LISTING!

TRACT 1 :

S/2NE/4 N/2SE/4 & N340’
S/2SE/4 of 17-13-18 —180.6+ ac grass

TRACT 2: NW/4 of 6-13-18 — 82.9 ac CRP &
balance in grass — surface rights only

TRACT 3: 100% of mineral rights on NW/4 of
6-13-18 (Tract 2)

*Immediate
=] possession
*Great location
| close to Hays!
4 -Possible
building sites

INTERNET
: BIDDING
-- AVAILABLE!

of

AUCTION RESULTS

2/1/11 — Decatur County

ﬂ Dryland Cropland sold for

$2,425 PER ACRE
743

for $150,000

Nice Farmstead Sold

**CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL

LISTINGS & VIRTUAL TOURS!**

JUST LISTED

OAKLEY
22 MILES

SCOTT CITY
16 MILES

Call Don for a tour OR visit the web for
more information!

8,620 ACRE
B GRASS RANCH

(Formerly “Krebs Ranch”)

Located on Hwy 83
between
Oakley & Scott City,
Kansas

--Immediate possession
--Good grass
--Pipelined water
-- Well fenced
-- Excellent access

“When you list with Farm & Ranch, it’s as good as SOLD!”
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NET WOR Ko,

FREE HD
FOR LIFE!

(Offer requires 24-month Agreement)

CALL NOW!

1-888-485-081

Call 7 Days a week - 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: mB34

NOW ON DISH NETWORK!

' |

Also offering

2 Flv PACKAGES

UNDER*®50
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NETWOR K.
ALTITUDE

GREAT VALUE
4 BR, 2 bath & deck Fantastic Finished bsmt. Lovely - Move-In 2-3 BRS, 2 baths
855 S. Court $117,500

985 E. 6th $106,500

Brick 5 BRS

NEW on Market
585 S. Garfield $64,500

MUST SEE
550 N. School $59, 900

4500 Sq. Feet

West Edge of Colby

325.6 Acres

Just Listed

Terry Stover 5.7 +/- Acres Home, heated grg 2+ acres Plus Improvements 162 Acres Dry land/CRP
626-2082 South of Brewster KS | 1473 Pioneer Dr. $117,500 | 250 B121 Goodland KS Call Today!
o [ iRt

. 555 Acres

P . 111 Acres - Colby KS Thomas Co Irtieated SELLER wants 1,736 Sq. Feet
Kevin Barnett Development Land Call A Stock Team IT SOLD Overhead Doors
443-1722 At E. I-70 Exit Member Today 145 W. 4th Reduced 1180 W. 4th Call Terry

......




