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Cryptoquip

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 2/03

Dear Readers: Here are some Heloise hints on 
how to ORGANIZE YOUR CLOSET to best use 
all of your space:

1. The first step to organizing the closet is to 
take an inventory and clean out things you don’t 
want or can’t wear anymore. Donate items that 
are gently used, but trash clothes that are frayed, 
stained, etc. 

2. To free up extra space, keep out-of-season 
items in a suitcase that you don’t frequently use.

3. Use hangers made to hold multiple pants, 
shirts or skirts.

4. Storage containers that fit under the bed are 
good for seldom-used or seasonal shoes, purses, 
etc. They are easily accessible when you need 
them.

5. Keep a bin or basket on the floor to put extra 
hangers in. This way, you will have more space 
for clothes on the hanging bar.

6. Hang matching outfits together on one hang-
er.  – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 1-210-HELOISE
E-mail: Heloise(at)Heloise.com     

CLEANING OUT BILLS
Dear Heloise: When I was cleaning out the 

old 2010 paid bills, receipts, etc., and shred-
ding things that could be used for identity theft, I 
thought, “Why not empty the cat’s litter box into 
the same bag with the shredded bills?” It may not 
totally stop crooks, but it may give them “paws.” 
– Susan F., via e-mail 

Susan, yes, it might, but if papers are shredded 
well enough, it’s almost impossible to get any 
pertinent information from all those tiny pieces! 
– Heloise

PURSE ORGANIZATION
Dear Heloise: Many of us ladies carry hand-

bags with several zippered compartments. I find 
it handy to keep my wallet, cell phone and keys 
in one zippered section, to which I then attach a 
key chain through the zippered grip. This makes 
it easy to see at a glance where these important 
things are. It eliminates frantic purse searches at 
checkout lines, missed phone calls, etc. – Jean 
Milici in Torrington, Conn.

CEMETERY 
Dear Heloise: While traveling, I realized I was 

only an hour from where my grandfather is bur-
ied, and I decided to visit his grave. Last time 
the family went, we had a hard time remembering 
where his plot was. I called the cemetery to see if 
someone there could tell me where the plot was. 
It was so simple; I got turn-by-turn directions. I 
saved so much time! – Heather in San Antonio

TRAVEL HINTS
Dear Heloise: When I travel, I put my phone 

number in the camera bag. In case it’s lost, the 
finder may call.

Also, I keep a few granola bars and nuts in my 
purse. – K. Jain, Reston, Va.

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Conquer
closet clutter

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 2/04

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Three notrump. Partner obviously has a good 

hand, since he bid his suits in reverse order and 
was willing to risk a preference to three diamonds 
if you had a poor hand containing more diamonds 
than hearts. In the given sequence, partner should 
have more diamonds than hearts as well as at 
least 17 points.

However, though the possibility of a slam ex-
ists, you really can’t do more than jump to three 
notrump to show your extra values. It would be 
wrong to bid only two notrump, since you could 
do that with a much weaker hand.

2. Three diamonds. With barely enough values 
for an initial response, you must try to slow part-
ner down by bidding three diamonds. It is tempt-
ing to bid two notrump because of your club stop-
per, but partner is likely to take such a bid more 
seriously than if you simply return to his first suit. 
If partner passes three diamonds, it is probably 
the best contract.

3. Four diamonds. This hand is far better than 
the previous one, and you show the additional 
values by a jump-raise to four diamonds. It is true 
that in so doing you are bypassing three notrump, 
but there is no assurance that that contract would 
prove safer than five diamonds, while there is a 
strong possibility that partner might want to in-
vestigate a slam once he hears your encouraging 
response. He might have the A-K of diamonds 
and two side aces, as well as other values suf-
ficient to justify a reverse, in which case a slam 
is very likely to be made. This possibility should 
not be ignored.

4. Three clubs. A small slam in hearts is al-
ready certain; the only remaining question is 
whether there might be a grand slam. Three clubs 
is a waiting bid as well as a cuebid, its chief pur-
pose being to force partner to reveal more about 
his hand. If the auction develops favorably, you 
might wind up bidding a grand slam in hearts; if 
not, you won’t settle for less than six.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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