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Winter is a good time to review homeowner policy

As Kansans wait out winter, our thoughts turn to
springtime. We’re ready for the warmer tempera-
tures, but are we ready for facing the unpredictable
springtime weather? Maybe it’s time for a hom-
eowner’s checkup.

What is the value of the contents of your home
covered by insurance? Is a flood covered? If some-
one is hurt while visiting will insurance pay medical
expenses? Whether you are a renter or a homeowner,
we at the Kansas Insurance Department suggest a re-
view of all insurance policies annually. This lets you
brush up on what is covered and to evaluate whether
the coverage is still adequate (or too much) for your
current situation.

When reviewing your homeowner’s policy, be
sure to find the answers to these three questions:

What does my homeowner’s
or renter’s policy cover?

A homeowner’s insurance policy covers the struc-
ture, belongings and legal obligations if someone
is injured at your home. A renter’s policy does not
insure the structure, but otherwise provides similar
coverage.

Check the type of replacement value provided in
the policy. Actual cash value is the amount it would
take to repair damage to a home or to replace its con-
tents after allowing for depreciation. Replacement
cost is the amount it would take to rebuild or replace
a home and its contents with similar quality materi-
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als or goods, without deducting for depreciation.

Liability insurance protects you from legal obliga-
tions arising from accidents involving visiting non-
residents. With a few exceptions, such as auto or
boating accidents, all-purpose liability coverage fol-
lows wherever you go. An umbrella policy can ex-
tend the liability limits of a homeowner’s or renter’s
policy if the policy limit is insufficient.

Homeowners’ and renters’ policies typically in-
clude limited medical expense payments for injuries
occurring on your premises to visiting non-residents.
They may also cover medical expenses of another
individual injured by you, a member of your family
or a family pet while away from the home.

How much coverage do I need?

Making a home inventory is the best way to de-
termine the appropriate level of coverage needed for
contents. An inventory is also a useful tool to have in
case of a loss. When compiling the inventory, make

sure to include as much detail as possible about the
items.

Homeowners do not need to insure the value of the
land a home sits on, but coverage should include any
outdoor structures on the property. Both homeown-
ers and renters should concentrate on an accurate list
of belongings and a proper level for liability limits.

What are my deductibles and discounts?

Deductibles and discounts are generally the easi-
est places to save money. Most companies offer dis-
counts for people who have more than one type of
insurance policy with them, and for people who have
had few claims or are long-term customers. When it
comes to the deductible — which is the amount you
have to pay if there is a loss — usually the higher it is,
the lower the premium.

It’s normal to consider raising a deductible to save
on premium, but remember, your share of the bill
will be that much more following a claim.

After reviewing the policy, call your agent or in-
surance company and ask these questions:

e Is the coverage on my home/rental unit and its
contents adequate? Is it too much?

* Is my premium as low as I can expect it to be?
Are there additional discounts available? Can /
Should I raise my deductible?

* Are there risk mitigation programs and discounts
available? Mitigation — taking steps to reduce a po-
tential loss before it happens — can help limit your

home’s exposure to certain local risks (such as wild-
fire or hurricane).

* Are there any losses - like flood or earthquake - I
need to worry about that are not covered in my cur-
rent policy? Neither flood nor earthquake is covered
by a standard homeowner’s or renter’s policy. There
are optional insurance policies for both disasters.
Ask about available options or visit www.Floods-
mart.gov for details on flood insurance.

* Has anything changed in my coverage in the last
year? Insurers may change policy terms at renewal,
but they must notify you first. Read all notices and
information sent from the insurance company. When
talking with an agent, ask if there are any anticipated
changes when the policy renews.

For information about homeowner’s or renter’s
insurance and the basic coverages in a policy, go to
www.ksinsurance.org and read or download our pub-
lication “Homeowners and Renter’s Insurance.” You
can also visit www.InsureUonline.org and choose

the life stage that best fits your situation.

For specific questions about coverages or about an
insurance company or agent, call our Consumer As-
sistance Hotline (in Kansas) at (800) 432-2484.

A little knowledge gained now in the middle of
winter can go a long way toward peace of mind when
spring — and spring storms — come along.

Second snowstorm in a row pounds midwestern United States

By Justin Juozapavicius
The Associated Press

TULSA, Okla. — A second pow-
erful blizzard in a week roared
through parts of the nation’s mid-
section on Wednesday, bringing
biting winds and dumping a foot
of snow on areas still digging out
from last week’s major storm.

The storm that rolled into Okla-
homa on Tuesday had dropped
about a foot of snow by Wednes-
day morning in Bartlesville, about
50 miles north of Tulsa, and an-

other 9 inches across the state line
in Siloam Springs, Ark., said Mi-
chael Lacy, a meteorologist with
the National Weather Service in
Tulsa. He said strong winds creat-
ed blizzard conditions that limited
visibility and made travel hazard-
ous.

Heavy snow was reported in
parts of Kansas and Texas, where
many school districts cancelled
classes in anticipation of yet an-
other round of unusually icy
weather.

In northeast Oklahoma, Sandra

Barrows was stuck at a Salvation
Army shelter after running out of
money for hotel rooms. She was
hoping to get a bus ticket out of
Tulsa, where she got stranded a
week ago on her way to a new job
in St. Louis, before the third storm
in a week hit the area.

But after the record 14-inch
snowfall that kept students out
of school for at least six days,
halted garbage pickup and kept
some roads impassable, the city of
390,000 was bracing for the worst.
On Tuesday, Tulsa was just inches

from breaking its winter snowfall
record of 25.6 inches that was set
in the 1923-1924 season.

“You’re trapped,” the 47-year-
old Barrows said Tuesday. “De-
pressed.”

State lawmakers in their first
week of the legislative session
cancelled their work until next
week in anticipation of the storm.
The Oklahoma Highway Patrol
was discouraging all travel state-
wide.

Road crews in Arkansas were
treating the streets Tuesday in an-

University of Kansas releases honor roll

LAWRENCE - More than 4,500 under-
graduate students at the University of Kansas
earned honor roll distinction for the fall 2010
semester.

The students are from KU’s Lawrence cam-
pus and the schools of allied health and nurs-
ing in Kansas City, Kan.

The honor roll includes undergraduates who
meet requirements in the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences and in the schools of al-
lied health; architecture, design and planning;
business; education; engineering; journalism;
music; nursing; pharmacy; and social welfare.

Honor roll criteria vary among the univer-
sity’s academic units. Some schools honor
the top 10 percent of students enrolled, some
establish a minimum grade average and oth-
ers raise the minimum average for each year
students are in school. Students must complete
a minimum number of credit hours to be con-
sidered for the honor roll.

Students are listed by home town, name,
parents’ names, program or school, level and
high school if different from the town’s name.

Colby Lindsey Jean Bugbee, Diana Thomp-
son, liberal arts and science, senior; Matthew
Joseph Hull, Andrew and Lynette Hull, arts
senior; Scott Collin Smith, Randall and Linda
Smith, pharmacy professional; Paige Nicole
Stephens, Jackie and Curt Stephens, liberal
arts and science junior; Andrew Christian
Toth, Patrick and Sally Toth, liberal arts and
science, engineering senior.

Atwood Andrew Russell Fikan, Ron and
Colleen Fikan, pharmacy professional, Rawl-
ins County High School

Edson Josh William Doke, Fritz and Susan
Doke, arts senior, Goodland High School

Goodland Lea Elise Acuff, Mark Acuff,
pharmacy professional; Julie Marie Leiker,
liberal arts and science senior; Courtney Marie
Sheldon, Penny and Shad Sheldon, liberal arts
and science junior; Michael Wade Smith, Ce-
lia Smith, liberal arts and science senior; Mor-
gan Renae Whitmore, Lori Titus, pharmacy
professional.

Grinnell Jamie Nicole Albers, Ellen and
Donald Albers, liberal arts and science senior,

Wheatland High School; Kaitlyn Marie Zerr,
Keith and Jacky Zerr, liberal arts and science
junior, Wheatland High School

Hoxie Loren Michael Cressler, Herbert and
Marita Cressler, liberal arts and science senior;
Tanner Oren Popp, Keith and Shirley Popp,
liberal arts and science senior.

Ludell Bruce Lynn Focke, liberal arts and
science senior, Rawlins High School

QOakley Callie Mae Baalman, allied health
senior.

Quinter Matthew R. Bird, Scott and Sheryl
Bird, liberal arts and science freshman; Trent
Colin Blackwill, nursing junior; Todd Nathan
Cooksey, Kenneth and Lela Cooksey, liberal
arts and science senior; Edward Gerald Ma-
chen, Michael and Susan Machen, liberal arts
and science sophomore.

Selden Jessica Kaye Fredrickson, James
and Tamri Fredrickson, liberal arts and sci-
ence sophomore, Decatur Community High
School.

ticipation of snow that forecasters
warned would choke highways,
disrupt work days and likely
extend the stretch of cancelled
school days in northwest Arkan-
sas to nearly two weeks. Some ed-
ucators fear that the missed days
are eating into time they need to
prepare students for annual state
benchmark exams in April.

“We’re all very antsy to get
back in class,” said Gravette Pub-
lic Schools superintendent Andrea
Kelly, whose 1,757-student dis-
trict last held classes Jan. 31.

School districts across north-
west Kansas called off classes
Tuesday and several universi-
ties closed early. Up to 11 inches
of snow was expected in central
parts of the state but with calmer
winds than those that came with
last week’s blizzard.

“If there is any silver lining to
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the storm it is that we have not had
any ice before it started — it has
been all snow,” said Robb Lawson,
a meteorologist with the National
Weather Service in Wichita.

In Texas, classes were can-
celed for students in the Dallas,
Fort Worth and Amarillo school
districts. Dallas-Fort Worth Inter-
national Airport canceled about
120 departures. Spokesman David
Magana says DFW airport an-
ticipated operating a full schedule
later Wednesday when conditions
were expected to improve.

In Oklahoma, several inches of
snow remained unplowed in many
Tulsa neighborhoods Tuesday,
and abandoned cars and trucks
still littered local roads. As some
of the snow melted over the week-
end, dozens of water mains broke
throughout the city, causing flood-
ing and even more street closures.

COLBY POLICE
Saturday

2:40 p.m. — Accident in the 1900
block of S. Range.

3:33 p.m.—Hit-and-run accident
in the parking lot of Walmart.

4:36 p.m. — Assisted sheriff’s
office with traffic complaint.

6:37 p.m. — Provided directions
from the 200 block of East Fourth
Street to Colby Cinema.

9:37 p.m. — Report of juveniles
possibly driving while intoxicat-
ed. Deputy made traffic stop. Ev-
erything OK.

1:16 p.m. — Caller requested an

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory
call Andrea, Kathryn, or Tammy today at 462-3963.
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Give it a try!
See what the
Business Directory
can do for you!

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

/" (800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial ° Residentia! * Free Estimates

Rt - .

Preferred Properties
of Kansas and Colorado

Preferred Properties is pleased to announce
Angela Stinemetz as our newest Realtor.

NOW SERVING THE COLBY AREA!

Angela and her husband have called Colby their home since 1993.
They run a successful cleaning company and enjoy spending time with
their 2 beautiful daughters and 3 grandchildren. Angela feels everyone

is entitled to owning a piece of the American Dream and is excited to
assist you in finding your perfect dream home.
Please give her a call and allow her to work hard for you. You can reach

her at 785-443-3443 or call Preferred Properties at 785-890-7653.

“Everything We Touch Turns to SOLD”

Cynthia Smith, Owner/Broker
www.preferred-property.org
1616 Main, Goodland ° (785) §90-SOLD

ambulance. Emergency Medical
Services paged; officers assisted
crew.

11:57 p.m. — Security check at
Walmart.

Sunday

2:06 a.m. — Report filed for driv-
ing under the influence and trans-
porting open container on traffic
stop. Vehicle legally parked.

11:19 am. — Reports filed for
two narcotics violations.

1:59 p.m. — Pickup parked in
fire zone area at Walmart moved.

10:05 p.m. — Assisted with traf-
fic at house fire.

We make insurance =

premium for simplified bill paying

agent to handle it all for you

policy for your home, vehicles and other possessions
deductible for all covered possessions damaged in a single occurrence
company with a reputation of honesty and fair-dealing

TH

MAS
ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

.

David Browne llI
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

50266, 877/860-2

r- FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES
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Insurance « Investments
www.fbfs.com

Auto | Home | Life | Business | College | Retirement

Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company**,

Western Agricultural Insurance Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company-*/West Des Moines, IA. “Affiliates

*Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2010 FBL Financial Group, Inc. MCO11 (5-10)

Representing many companies to * Forgreat coverage
provide all your insurance needs:

and customer

ROOFMASTERS

gfnsk:)osim;" 1-800-536-6642
GAF Shingles 1-785-462-6642
Wood Shingles

Metal Roofs

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

e Contractors
e Restaurants

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

¢ Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV

e Farm and Crop Insurance

e Commercial Property, Automobiles

e General Liability, Workers Compensation
¢ Inland Marine, Builders Risk

e Auto Service Shops

¢ Body Shop and Collision Repair

e Salons and Day Spas
e Strip Malls, Condominiums
e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 - 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 . Fax: 785-462-3752

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com « www.thomascountyins.com

service contact me!
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Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

* Various sized routes

* Weekends always off
*x Friendly customers

CoLBy

NEED EXTRA MONEY?

Be a, Newspaper Carrier!

Check out all these GREAT Incentives!

* Sign on bonus after 3 mo.
* Bonus for new subscribers

x 1-2 hrs, 4 times a week

Call us or Stop by

- FREE PrESs

155 W. 5th Street * 785.462.3963
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