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4 ¥Si“pe dessert
% delicious as well

R Dear Heloise: I make the simplest DESSERT,

Beetle Balley ® Mort Walker and everyone loves it — chocolate caramel pecan
pretzel bites. I take caramel-filled chocolate candy

WHAT'S A FOUR-LETTER %@m%! WHAT ARE A CROSSWORD PUZZLE | 4nd place it on a square pretzel, with a whole pe-
WORD THAT BEGINS THEY FOR VERY CROSS can on top of the candy. I preheat the oven to 350
WITH ’%‘2 DOING? PEOPLE degrees and cook them about 4 minutes. When I
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pull them out of the oven, I push the pecan down ot oy king Features syna

www.familycircus.com

<9 into the candy, then put them in the refrigerator . - ’
> for to harden again. They are so delicious! - Luke My bread is stuck in the basement.
< C. in San Antonio
We tried them here in the office, and they are o
G2ga+ | delicious, plus so easy to make! Make theri,l for conceptls sudOku ® Dave Green
your sweetheart this Valentine’s Day. — Heloise
URiER SEND A GREAT HINT TO: 7
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000 8 1
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
E-mail: Heloise(at)Heloise.com
FREEZING MEATBALLS
Dear Heloise: I was making meatballs to freeze
for later use. I cooled them, then put them in egg
cartons and into the freezer. When they were fro-
zen, I put them in a freezer bag. Now I can just
take out the amount I need for my meal. I am a
widow and live alone, so this works great for me.
— Wanda Brees in Indiana 9
Good idea, but make sure you line the carton
with plastic wrap or wax paper for food safety. 7 3
Raw or cooked food should not come in contact
with an egg carton because of the potential of Difficulty Level % % %
bacteria transfer. — Heloise
PERFECT PANCAKES

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne Dear Heloise: I find my gravy ladle invalu-

able for making pancakes and waffles. It’s much
UPoN CAREFUL YOU GUYS DON'T LIKE ME i easier to scoop the batter out with than a regular

CONSIDERATION,,. VERY MUCH, Do Yol 2

A

spoon. It also makes silver-dollar-sized pancakes

IVE ARRIVED for kids! — Kim in Virginia
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HOO BOY! [ REALLY LIT INTO
BUMSTEAD!! | WONDER IF [ WAS

TOO HARD ON THE BOY

A

WOW, IT LOOKS LIKE HE'S DONG | [[ou-
SOME SOUL-SEARCHNG...NO WAIT! | || Can you deliver a

HE'S PRAYING! cheeseburger and
B R some fries ASAP?!
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This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.

World rights reserved.

REFRIGERATOR REPAIR

Dear Heloise: I had done without water from
my ice and water dispenser on my refrigerator
for almost three months. I realized that if I un-
plugged my refrigerator and let it sit for a few °
hours, maybe the water unit would thaw and I cryptoqulp
could use my front water dispenser. I now have
both water and ice again without paying a repair-
man. — Ann from Abilene, Texas

MIXING COLD BUTTER BZGN LH 7ZB LFA, HZGLKP

Dear Heloise: When a recipe for dough calls

Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters for cutting and mixing cold butter into flour, such

’WOW.,THIS CHERNOBYL LOOK! THERE NO..1 GUESS as in pie crust and some filled-cookie recipes, I HNGZFN ELANBR LH Q 7ERLLBP

found that if you use your hand grater and grate
NUCLEAR POWER PLANT || GO THE MUTANT THOSE ARE

the buttf:r (butter must be cold -- out of the refrig—
@ AMUSEMENT PARK IS NINJA TURTLES’ JUST TURTLES erator) just as you would cheese, the butter mixes RTZR'P GK Q T PGZFENE @

with flour so much easier and faster. Been read-
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AMAZ|N6. ,][:\l(éOX% tv_ﬁsgl"l“ E ing Hints From Heloise for 40 years and am still
3 learning new things! — Sue in Plainsboro, N.J.
CHARACTERS. M Sue,%hankstforgthe nice words, andOI hope you RTZB BLEGZF: GDBD GLKPN.

keep reading the column. We tested your hint in

istributed by King Featu

oo . . Yesterday’s Cr ptO uip: IF A CERTAIN BRASS
| — y quip
the office, and it’s a winner! - Heloise PLAYER TAKES AN AFTERNOON BREAK,

KEEP YOUR DISHES _ MAYBE IT COULD BE FOR TEA AND TRUMPETS.
Dear Heloise: Taking a dish or two to an im-

promptu get-together? Don’t risk losing track

9 ) 1 R
S % ! 2 of the dishes themselves. I just press one of my Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals T

° return-address labels on each piece, and they al-
sauy Forth Greg Howard ways get home again. -- Phyllis Maguire, via e- crossword e Eugene Sheffer

- 7 OKAY, GUYS, BECAUSE OF THIS WHICH MEANS WE'RE o THIS IS JUST LIKE ONE OF THOSE mail _ .
t{ CONSTANT SNOWSTORM I'VE BEEN | DOWN TO UNMARKED = SCARY JAPANESE GAME (¢)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc. ACROSS 27 Music 2 “The 15 “Help!”
UNABLE TO 60 FOOD SHOPPING.. CANNED 600DS. : SHOWS. SMART MONEY’S . 1 Buddy genre Thin 19 Existed
B ! g B% [8’2"2 SAUiS Brldge ® Steve Becker 4 Peculiar 28 Whiskers Man” 20 The
] "IT'S FRISKIES South dealer. 7 Miss 30 Mauna — dog whole
H ) North-South vulnerable. America’s 33 Worry 3 Room enchilada
;% 2)94 ID of an 4 Having 21 Left
Z :ZQ 102 8 Sailing “over- seniority one’s
73 *76532 boat night 5 Foolish seat
H Q\(’)VlészT *E’?;%TS 3 10 Heart success” felows 22 Apple
; g :4K 109843 :871 76 line? 36 Engine 6 Active variety
& #KQJ 108 11 Least type one 23 Kitten’s
Q/S\OIBJTH active 37 Skit 7 Protein- sound
JeANNED SOUPLI IT'S A BLIZZARD, TED.) 9 HUH. APPARENTLY THE FATES ARE vA2 13 Button- show rich 24 Neat
AGAIN2 WE'RE RUNNING OUT OF Z INTO HACKNEYED, OVERTLY PN woods, 38 Mother- bean 25 Chances,
FOOENOFWRNH\IS'J s I‘% Eggg 3 TEILEIgEépHED PUNCH Thebidding: e.g. of- 8 Fathered for
pd . ou es orth Las
GET MUCH WORSE. g T WAS EXPECTING Le 1 e Se Se 16 Oom pearl 9 False short
g SOMETHING A LITTLE 3NT 49 5e follower 39 Dregs 10 Venom- 26 Non-
2 Opening lead — king of clubs. . .
% MORE ORIGINAL, LIKE 17 Coffin 40 Your ous native,
s A FRIDGE EXPLOSION. A Two-Edged Sword stands 41 Cen. viper to
i In notrump play, declarer often refuses to win 18 Game fractions 12 Takes Hawai-
3 the opening lead even though he has the ace of with care of ians
'% the suit led. This refusal to win the trick, called a “Skip” DOWN 14 Pig's 28 “The
g holdup play, usually occurs when declarer is un- cards 1 Parade remark Garden
H der attack in a suit where he is relatively weak. 19 \Make of
gg i(:‘)e Hirsn Tlvrlltil;k;teilslnlsn the hope of disrupting en- one’s Solution time: 21 mAmGs.S Earthly
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts The holdup during suit play is much less com- 20 ::syses e aDsi“S?htS
= > [ mon, but it can be just as effective as the holdup ) ofwls )
’LOE(\)'?,M’;‘_';{TO ?F:E TIH AT = oo ﬂ UM, TRENT? YEAW? H_?OWS‘_}‘Z:% ?ER!IE ;':;E play in notrump. For example, take this deal n- v 29 Abrasive
1S “cARPE | I'LL Do | = - SEE THE DAY? where South gets to five diamonds and West 21 19nite L o powder
DEMT"SEZE | AT /\/ _— — e leads the king of clubs. 23 Cgsual ATRITIY N 30 Exists
THE DAY [ oo / A\ If South takes the king with the ace, he goes shirts | HIE BE 31 Burden
K IoD) A down one against best defense. Whenever de- 25 Singer L& TOLL . 32 Big
[ e @ & / - clarer leads a club, West wins with the jack and Redding [g[r[E Ei R hatchet
P pd shifts to a low spade. East’s king forces the ace, 26 Throw RII|D|E 0 34 Warmth
1% e Eer= Sy d5 and declarer winds up losing three tricks — two forcefully Yesterday’s answer 2-9 35 Scoff
) —— — /g —] clubs and a spade. ' ' T T T 5 6
|| = = ) But if South refuses to win the king of clubs, he
] % makes the contract regardless of what West does 7
= T w e " = N = [ ] =]
235 g RowkTS ﬂ;' < ﬁ/ ”E . 2 | next. Suppose West plays another club. South [
takes the ace, draws trumps and returns a club.
. e T ST Dummy’s clubs thus become established and |3 14
Zits Jim Bor an & Jerry Scott — take care of South’s spade loser.
THAEA i ol SHOULP UT YEAU, WELL, THATS ) CONVERSATION 'Now suppose Wegt shifts to a lovy spade at
SlGEESTION LITILE SIGNe ON EACH WHATCONVERSATION AND WHAT 7 trick two. Declarer wins East’s king with the ace,
) : OF THE FoODB YN AND CHEWING ’ draws trumps and returns a spade, est.ablishing
| SERE SONEKNOW dummy’s jack as a parking place for his second
£ 1 v
£ NG , club loser.
L /.ﬁ" § WHAT NERE EATING. Observe that there is no risk attached to duck-
=« ing the king of clubs. Even if East has only one
é% club, South cannot lose more than two tricks. If
West continues with a club, it makes no differ-
ence whether or not East ruffs; either way, declar-

er cannot be stopped from establishing dummy’s
fifth club as his game-going trick.
(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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