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Budget strings
hamper House

They say, the bigger they are, the harder 
they fall.

Lew Perkins always seemed to think he was 
pretty big. 

The imperious University of Kansas athletic 
director had his own one-man table placed at 
court side in Allen Fieldhouse, among the of-
ficials and scorekeepers. 

Too busy to travel with others, he’d jet 
around the country on private planes, saving 
his precious time. The athletic department paid 
the bills.

No one ever took Lew Perkins for Mr. Nice 
Guy, especially not former football coach 
Mark Mangino, who had been hired before 
Perkins arrived. Though he was the universi-
ty’s all-time winningest coach, with an Orange 
Bowl trophy in his case, Mangino was never 
Perkins’ guy. 

When he had a losing season, and com-
plaints started to come in about the big guy, 
the AD sharpened his knives and appointed an 
investigator. 

Mangino had a temper, to be sure. The emo-
tional coach once was ejected from a high 
school football game – his son was the quar-
terback and he went on the field to argue with 
officials. He had his problems, but still.

There’s your reward for winning all those 
games, Mark. 

There’s another cliché that fits here: Live by 
the sword, die by the sword. 

Perkins tumbled over, among other things, 
allegations that he accepted $50,000 worth 
of free exercise equipment from a vendor. It 
wasn’t just that, of course. The athletics de-
partment had lost millions of dollars worth of 
basketball tickets on his watch while Perkins 

was squeezing ever-bigger donations out of 
alumni for the ones they had. 

The guy got things done, but he made KU 
look bad. And so it was his time to go. 

Perkins paid a $4,000 fine to the state Gov-
ernmental Ethics commission last month under 
a consent decree which allowed him to claim, 
“I never acted with any intent to violate any 
laws or ethical rules.”

Like any fool couldn’t have figured out that 
allowing $50,000 worth of exercise equipment 
delivered to your home for personal use might 
compromise your ethical standing.

Timberrrr! Thud.
KU has not had much luck with athletic di-

rectors since the well-liked, long-serving Bob 
Frederick was pushed aside a few years back. 
Everyone thought Frederick was a nice guy, 
good at the job, but the powers that be maybe 
came to think maybe he was too nice to losing 
coaches. 

The Frederick fiasco led, eventually, to the 
loss of basketball coach Roy Williams. Fred-
erick was replaced as athletic director by Al 
Bohl, a strange character who talked a lot and 
seemed pretty important. He had hired some 
great coaches, including Gary Pinkel and Nick 
Saban, in earlier jobs, and of course, Mangino, 
but handling coaches apparently wasn’t his 

specialty. If fact, it was hard to see what he 
was good at in Kansas. 

When he found out he was being fired, Bohl 
held a press conference on his front lawn, 
blaming Williams for his troubles, and talked 
like he could make it all go away. Instead, he 
went away, and not a moment too soon.

Bohl was replaced by Perkins, whose track 
record at the University of Connecticut made 
the case that he was the guy who could finally 
lift the struggling women’s basketball, base-
ball and track programs to heights of glory. 

And, you have to hand it to him, Lew Per-
kins was, if not humble, at least good at his 
job, or at least better than the last guy. He built 
buildings, raised money and made enemies.

Now, the university has a new sheriff, Shea-
hon Zenger, who talks about integrity, hard 
work, adversity and other old-fashioned val-
ues. Zenger talks a lot, packing sentence after 
sentence into a machine-gun delivery that’s, 
well, breathless. 

Has Chancellor Bernadette Gray-Little fi-
nally got this right? Time will tell. Zenger, who 
says he tells student athletes when they come 
on board that life will be hard, talks about the 
right things. 

Maybe he’s the guy to restore the integrity 
and humility so lacking since Bob Frederick 
went away. (Both came, interestingly, from Il-
linois State.) 

We hope so. Our university and its fans de-
serve a better deal than they got from the last 
two.

Steve Haynes is editor and publisher of The 
Colby Free Press and president of Nor’West 
Newspapers. In his spare time, whenever that 
is, he like to ride and watch trains.

Athletic director fell hard

Another very busy week in Topeka. Monday 
started off with another lengthy debate over the 
governor’s Freeze Bill (The Rescission Bill). 

The Kansas House passed Gov. Sam Brown-
back’s bill, which transforms a projected $50 
million deficit for the current fiscal year into 
a $37.5 million positive ending balance. Be-
cause the budget for the current fiscal year 
serves as the base for the next year’s budget, 
every dollar saved in this year’s rescission bill 
is worth two dollars in the 2012 budget. 

At the end of the week, we wrapped with the 
Kansas Health Care Freedom Amendment. The 
House has successfully passed several signifi-
cant pieces of legislation. The House has made 
huge steps toward responsible and accountable 
budgeting and protecting the rights of Kansans 
to make their own health care choices while 
sending a message to Washington that the era 
of ever-expanding federal government must 
end.

The Rescission Bill had three important 
amendments. The first will move $181,000 in 
idle dollars from the Regents operating grant 
to provide money for veterans. The second 
transferred $195,000 in idle funds from Re-
gents operating funds to the Veterans Claim 
Assistance Program. Our veterans are impor-
tant and we must make sure they are assisted 
in meeting their needs. 

The third amendment was approved by 91 
members. It took all state money away from 
Planned Parenthood to ensure that state dollars 
are not used for abortions. These funds will be 
transferred to city and county health agencies. 

I would like to personally thank each and ev-

ery veteran for your service. Also, if you know 
of any active duty service members from the 
121st District, would you let me know their 
names and where they are stationed. Thanks 
for your help.

This weeks question is: Should grocery 
stores and convenience stores be allowed to 
sell hard liquor? There is a House Bill coming 
which would allow grocery stores and conve-
nience stores to sell hard liquor, wine and beer. 
What do you think? Please call, write or e-mail 
me with your thoughts. 

With more than 300 bills currently intro-
duced in the House, the pace has been busy. 
The next deadline “Turn Around Day,” is Fri-
day, Feb. 25. This is the day in which bills 
must be passed out of their House of origin, 
either the House or the Senate.

It seems there is a difference of opinion on 
how the new budget rules are working. I guess 
it depends whether you are in favor of contin-
ued spending or whether you are interested in 
staying within our budget and not spending 
money we don’t have.

On Feb. 7, I had four pages from Hill City 

High School here at the Capitol. Teacher Brad 
Eckols brought Elizabeth Brack, Lexi Har-
diek, Gage Pfeifer and Cody Roberts to To-
peka. I wish to thank them. Also, I appreciated 
all of my constituents who have stopped by an 
visited with me, both in the office and at the 
receptions.

The Town Hall Meeting in Colby on Satur-
day had a location change. It will be at 1:45 
p.m. in Room 106 at the Student Union of 
Colby Community College.

Thank you for the honor of allowing me to 
represent the 121st District. If you have any 
input on any issues which will come before 
the Legislature this year, please contact me 
at: rick.billinger@house.ks.gov or call me at 
(785) 899-4700.

Rick Billinger is the state representative 
from the 121st District. He currently serves on 
the Commerce and Economic Development, 
Education Funding, Insurance and Local 
Government committees. 

Kansans understand that state lawmakers face a difficult 
budget challenge this year.

Most Kansans also would applaud efforts to place a lid on 
spending in the state budget.

What many Kansans would object to, however, is bypassing 
the democratic legislative process to achieve those goals.

Rules passed by the Kansas House earlier this month give the 
House Appropriations Committee exclusive power for setting 
the total of the body’s proposed state budget. That means that 
as few as 12 House members – a majority of the 23-member 
Appropriations Committee – will set a budget limit that can’t 
be exceeded even by a majority vote of the entire House.

The rule change is being portrayed as a “pay-go” provision, 
which would require any spending increase to be offset by 
a spending cut elsewhere in the budget. On some level, that 
seems like a reasonable approach, but, in practice, it ham-
strings any effort to make significant changes in the budget 
after it has come out of the Appropriations Committee. That 
committee always has been one of the most powerful in the 
House; now it’s power is almost absolute.

An example of how the provision will affect budget consid-
eration played out last week when the House approved a bill 
to cut state spending for the current fiscal year. Among other 
things, the bill approved 7.5 percent salary cuts for state em-
ployees making more than $100,000 per year. The bill also cut 
state spending on special education to a level that some legis-
lators contend will cost Kansas between $16 million and $25 
million in federal education funds in future years.

Democrats proposed several unsuccessful amendments to 
restore some of that funding. Trying to accommodate the pay-
go provision, Rep. Jerry Henry, Cummings, proposed raising 
funds by forcing the sale of excess state property. Members of 
the House Rules Committee wouldn’t allow that move because 
the budget had no line item for selling property and the fund-
ing was uncertain.

This situation illustrates just how difficult it will be to make 
any significant changes to the House budget proposal after it 
leaves Appropriations Committee. Giving the budget-writing 
committee so much control over the budget stifles the kind of 
give-and-take that should be part of the legislative process.

The rules also may widen the disparities between budget 
proposals passed in the House and in the Senate. Many con-
stituents already are looking to the Senate to be a more moder-
ate voice on some budget issues. If the House Appropriations 
Committee draws severe or unreasonable lines on state spend-
ing, negotiations with the Senate will become more difficult.

When Kansas voters elect their state legislators, they expect 
those people to be able to represent their constituents in all im-
portant matters facing the Legislature. Unfortunately, the new 
Kansas House rules severely limit the ability of the vast major-
ity of House members to have any influence over the Legisla-
ture’s most important business: the state budget.…

– The Lawrence Journal-World, via the Associated Press
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