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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

I think I made

a Frankenstein

Dear Dr. Brothers: I'm in dire need of help!
I run a small business and promoted someone
from clerical to supervision. Now, six months in,
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Everybody loves him (he’s very charismatic), so
nobody wants to see him go. I just don’t know
what is happening. — G.F.

Dear G.F.: It is great when a business owner
gives an employee a chance. Promotion is a rea-
son small outfits keep a loyal staff — if there is
room for growth, there is little reason to ditch the
company. That job security is precious. But pro- 1
moting an employee carries risk, especially in a
small business. In your case, it is likely the fel- 7
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low’s charisma helped convince you he is the type
to be a leader. You were right. He has charmed
everyone, from management to underlings.
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Now the question is, Can he help enough to
keep him in that position? Or is he a loose can-

don’t back up their grandiose plans. You would
be best off making sure the supervisor is well-
supervised. If he knows someone is watching and
he will be held accountable, he is more likely to
scale back his efforts to what he can actually ac-
complish. That will be good for everyone.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My wife and I live in a
nice place in the country. I thought we were both
happy with our location, but it seems she doesn’t
like it here. The moment she got the house the
way she likes it, she wants to move! She’s look-
ing for houses online, and today I was shocked to
learn she had a realtor look at our house! Is there
any way I can persuade her otherwise? — S.S.

Dear S.S.: I hate to be the one to tell you this,
but some women enjoy changing their home the
way others buy shoes. Your wife may have a cre-
ative streak feeding a craving for constant change,
or it could be something that gives her pleasure.
For some frequent movers, there’s the thrill of the
chase, the fun of shopping, the challenge of trans-
forming a plain home into something theirs alone.
On the other hand, perhaps your first thought was
key: Maybe she really doesn’t like it there; fixing
up the house was fun, but when it was done, she
realized its shortcomings weren’t fixable, or the
location was problematic.

What strikes me, though, and should concern
you is the fact that your wife has gone ahead with
all these unilateral moves — looking online and
even making an appointment with a salesperson
to look at the house. With a major decision like
where you are going to live, it would be impor-
tant to reach a consensus before one of you start-
ed looking for the next house. You should ask her
what is troubling her about living in the home she
has just fixed up, and if there is anything you can
do to help. It could be she is looking for excite-
ment or even busy work to keep her mind off —
fill in the blank.
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This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IN WINTER WEATHER,
DO YOU THINK A FOUR-HEADED MONSTER
LIKES TO WEAR A COAT OF MANY COLLARS?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals I
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conceded a club trick to West’s king.

But Hamman realized that on the bidding South
very likely had 0-1-5-7 distribution and that he
could cause declarer a great deal of aggravation
by not overruffing at trick three.

And that is precisely what happened. Declarer
next led a heart from dummy. Hamman won with
the king and returned a low spade. South ruffed,
reducing his trump holding to the bare A-K-Q,
and could do no better than ruff one of his re-
maining five clubs with dummy’s jack.

After that, the only tricks declarer could take
were his A-K-Q of trumps, so he wound up scor-
ing only five trump tricks in his hand, two trump
tricks in dummy and the ace of clubs. Thanks to
Hamman’s superb play, the contract went down
three — 800 points — or 600 points more than
just about anyone else would have earned on the
deal.
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