
Tax time is just 
around the corner. 
Some of you may al-
ready have your taxes 
fi led. The rest of us 
need to get things to-
gether and get them 
done. Are you one of 
the lucky ones expect-
ing a refund? Do you 
normally get a refund and it’s gone 
before you know it? If that sounds 
too familiar, you’ll be interested 
in a way to make it last longer. 
The Internal Revenue Service al-
lows you to split your refund into 
different accounts.

This split refund option can help 
you save money. You know using 
payroll withholding is a simple 
way to save money – because once 
a paycheck hits your checking ac-
count, it often doesn’t last long. 
Now, taxpayers like you can use 
the same saving strategy to make 
your tax refund last longer. 

A tax refund is the single biggest 
lump sum of money many Ameri-
cans receive all year. With the op-
tion to deposit the refund in up to 
three accounts, you can pay some 
bills, save for an emergency, and 
put some away for retirement. 

By fi lling out IRS Form 8888 
you have the choice of directing 
your refund to one, two or three 
accounts such as checking, sav-
ings, and retirement accounts 
(like an IRA, or individual retire-
ment account). All you have to do 
is to supply accurate account and 
routing numbers. Before setting 
up the direct deposit, check that 
the fi nancial institution accepts 
direct deposits for the designated 
accounts. The split refund option 
is available whether taxpayers fi le 
electronically or by mail. This can 
be an easy way to help you start or 
to boost your emergency fund or 
retirement account.

Now on a different topic, some-
thing to be wary of when you have 
your taxes prepared is a tax antici-
pation loan to receive your tax re-
fund faster. Getting a quick refund 
is convenient, but it comes with a 
cost. They’re not free. 

Tax anticipation loans are ex-
pensive and can have interest rates 
well over 200 percent and are 
usually loaded with fees. That’s 
a lot of money to pay for receiv-
ing your tax refund only 10 to 14 
days early. In January, the Nation-
al Consumer Law Center and the 

consumer Federation of America 
issued a press release with this 
statement: “Some of America’s 
most cash-strapped taxpayers – 
those from low- and moderate-
income families – spent nearly $1 
billion in the latest year recorded 
for what is almost always an un-
necessary product: the so-called 
“refund anticipation loan” at in-
come tax time.”

Gearing up for this tax season, 
consumer advocates at the two or-
ganizations are warning taxpayers 
to steer clear of refund anticipa-
tion loans, one of the most avoid-
able tax-time expenses. 

The newest fi gures reveal these 
loans cost taxpayers $960 million 
in loan fees, plus over $100 mil-
lion in other fees. These fees came 
straight out of the wallets of nearly 
9.6 million American taxpayers 

Taxpayers can save themselves 
over a billion dollars by just say-
ing “NO” to quick tax refund 
loans. These loans take a chunk 
out of your hard-earned tax re-
fund, and expose you to the risk of 
unmanageable debt if your refund 
doesn’t arrive as expected. 

Given the facts, it is smart to 
say “No” to tax anticipation loans 
and wait for your full refund.

Diann Gerstner is the family 
and consumer sciences agent for 
the Thomas County Extension of-
fi ce.

Applications are being accepted 
through Thursday, March 31, for 
the U.S. Naval Academy’s Sum-
mer Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics Pro-
gram.  

The program is held in three 
sessions: June 6-11 for incoming 
eighth and ninth graders, June 13-
18 for sophomores and June 20-25 
for juniors, students in good aca-
demic standing who have an inter-
est in math and science.    

The program gives students 

a chance to experience real-life 
applications of math and science 
principles through hands-on prac-
tical learning. Students will learn 
from Naval Academy professors 
in lab facilities that provide a 
unique learning environment. 

The academy’s current students, 
or midshipmen, help run the sum-
mer program and act as counsel-
ors and tutors.

About 375 students will be ac-
cepted.  All will receive a full 
scholarship, but will be responsi-
ble for providing their own trans-
portation to and from Annapolis, 
Md.

For information, go to www.
usna.edu/Admissions/stem.html 
or call (410) 293-4361. Applicants 
will be notifi ed in May. 
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W. Maxine Knudson

Citizen’s Medical Center, Inc.
Family Center for Health Care

Northwest Chiropractic, PA
Brewster Lions Club

Frontier Ag
SamCo

Jim’s Pest Control
Sunflower Bank

Sunflower Appraisal
Western Sprinklers

Rotary Club
Dr. Larry Washburn
Laurence A. Taylor

Adams, Brown, Beran & Ball
Leroy’s Printing

Stephens’ Construction
RoofMasters

Taxes and More
Bosselman’s

Johnson Transport
Love’s

Vision Source
Colby Bowl & Fun Center

Pepsi

Pizza Hut
Oasis Travel Center
Someplace Special

Woofter Construction
Bill Miller Farms
Tarbet Redi-Mix

Truck town
T.O. Haas

New Beginnings Counseling
Farmers & Merchants Bank

Colby Implement
CK Lumber
Comfort Inn

Sonic
McDonalds

El Dos De Oros
Flying Four
Quality Inn
City Limits
JB Meats

Uptown Style
Montana Mikes

Kansas Quick Lube
Goulash

Lobo
Hairitage

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Thomas County
would like to thank the following sponsors for 

supporting Bowl for Kids Sake 2011

We would also like to thank the countless individuals who 
raised over $12,000 for BBBS. Without all of you we would 

not be able to continue to provide quality mentors for the 
past 11 years for the youth of Thomas County.

Thank You!

Complete your 
bachelor’s degree in:

 - General Business

 - Technology Management

 - Early Childhood Education

 - Family Studies and Human   

  Services

 - Animal Sciences and Industry

 - Dietetics

 - Interdisciplinary Social Science

 - Food Science and Industry

Master’s degrees, Ph.D., and 
certificates also available.

Earn your degree from 
K-State . . .

no matter where 
you are.

1-800-622-2KSU (2578)

5296

2-Day Weatherization Workshop designed for contractors, 
construction workers, secondary and post-secondary technology 
instructors and energy-minded homeowners.  

You will learn information for passing the National Construction 
Research and Education’s “Your Role in the Green Environment” 
certification exam.

Held at Colby Community College
March 7 and 8
Cost: $69 which includes materials and certification exam.
Optional college credit: additional $79

To register contact Amy Smith
at 1-800-729-6222, ext 205.

Weatherization Workshop
for Professionals

DISABILITY LAW
Social Security Disability

➪ FREE  Confi dential Consultation Today!
➪ You WIN your benefi ts or you 
 PAY NOTHING.
➪ We guarantee compassionate and   
 prompt client service.

1-888-471-7104
Disability Group, Inc. is a private law � rm. Its principal o�  ce is in Los Angeles, California, 6033 Century Blvd. Managing partner, Ronald Miller, Esq. is admitted only in California and Michigan. Not certi� ed by the 
Texas Board of Legal Specialization. The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about 
the lawyer’s quali� cations and experience. Prior results cannot and do not guarantee or predict a similar outcome with respect to any future matter, including yours, in which a lawyer or law � rm may be retained. 
No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

Se Habla 
Español

Members of

 prompt client service.

Call 
for your 

FREE copy 
today!

We Wrote “The  Book on Social Security Disability”

DONATE YOUR CAR!

100% Tax Deductible
Free Pick-Up Anywhere
We’re Available 7 Days a Week

Donating is Fast & Easy!  Call Today

888-475-8903
Mon-Fri 6am-8pm • Sat-Sun 8am-6pm

The Breast Cancer Research Foundation is a classifi ed 501 (c)(3) charity.

Se Habla Español

✓
✓
✓

W. Maxine Knudson, 91, Colby, 
died Tuesday, March 1, 2011, in 
Burleson, Texas.

Services are pending with Har-
rison Chapel in Colby, (785) 462-
2331.

Saving tax refund
easy with planning

• Knowledge
   for Life

Diann
Gerstner

Cynthia Jean Rothfuss and 
Andrew Joel Dawson Myers 
plan to marry June 3, 2011, in 
an outdoor ceremony at her par-
ents’ home in Colby.

The bride, daughter of the 
Rev. Eugene and Joy Rothfuss 
of Colby, is a 2007 graduate of 
Colby High School and a De-
cember graduate of Oklahoma 

Wesleyan University in Bartles-
ville. She works for Conoco-
Phillips in Bartlesville.

The groom, son of Steve and 
Kathy Myers of Colby, is a 2008 
graduate of Heartland Christian 
School in Colby. He is a pasto-
ral ministries student at Moody 
Bible Institute in Chicago.

Colby grads to marry
in garden ceremony

Andrew Joel Dawson Myers and Cynthia Jean Rothfuss

New surgeon joins
Hays Heart Institute

Summer program open
at U.S. Naval Academy

Equine management course coming in March

Search on for senior poet

Dr. Elizabeth Ashworth, a car-
diothoracic and vascular surgeon, 
has joined the medical staff at 
DeBakey Heart Institute at Hays 
Medical Center. A native of Indi-
ana, she began work at the hospi-
tal in January.

Ashworth completed medical 
school at the Indiana University 
School of Medicine, Indianapolis, 
and had residencies at Indiana and 
the Medical College of Wisconsin 
in Milwaukee. She is board certi-

fi ed in general surgery and cardio-
thoracic, or chest, surgery.

Ashworth has worked at hos-
pitals in Indiana and Kansas. She 
has published in medical journals 
and health publications.

Other medical staff at DeBakey 
are Drs. Christine Fisher, Jeffery 
Curtis, Babar Ali and Richard 
Markiewicz, all interventional 
cardiologists.

For information, call (888) 625-
4699.

Quotes as of close of 
previous business day

Hi-Plains Co-op
Wheat (bushel) $7.67
Corn (bushel) $6.62
Milo (hundredweight) $11.39
Soybeans (bushel) $12.42

Markets

Corrections
The article “Two Colby wres-

tlers take fi rst at state” featured 
on Page 1 and the caption  under 
the photo on Page 8 in the Mon-
day, Feb. 28 edition of the Colby 
Free Press both incorrectly iden-
tifi ed sophomore wrestler Dustin 
Reed’s weight class. He wrestles 
in the 112-pound class. This was a 
reporting error.

✰ ✰ ✰ ✰ ✰
The Colby Free Press wants to 

maintain an accurate record of 
our town. Please report any error 
or lack of clarity in a news story to 
us at 462-3963. Please Recycle

Entries are being accepted for 
regional winners in the 19th annu-
al National Senior Poets Laureate 
Poetry Competition for writers 50 
and older.  Deadline is June 30.

Winning poems of state senior 
poets laureate will be named in 
July, and they advance to fi nal 
rounds of competition from which 
the winner of the 2011 National 
Senior Poet Laureate and runner 
up awards of $500 and $100 will 
be announced Sept. 1.   

The 2010 Kansas Senior Poet 

Laureate Award was won by Rich-
ard Jennings, 65, of Overland 
Park for his poem “Dr. Potts Fig-
ures Out the Ending.” Winner of 
the 2010 National Senior Laureate 
Award was Regina Murray Brault 
of  Burlington, Vt. 

The 2010 winners can be seen 
in Golden Words Anthology, along 
with details about the 2011 Se-
nior Poets Laureate Competition 
at the sponsor’s website:  www.
amykitchenerfdn.org.

Kansas State University’s Department of Animal 
Sciences and Industry, will host its seventh Equine 
Reproductive Management Short Course, Saturday 
and Sunday, March 26 and 27, in Manhattan.

The two-day interactive course at the university’s 
Horse Teaching and Research Unit is for horse own-
ers interested in starting a breeding program or nov-
ice breeders who would like to improve or expand 
their existing program. 

Registration is $275 per person, limited to 10 

people, or $150 for those interested in auditing the 
course – watching but not participating – limited to 
two. Each day begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends no earlier 
than 4 p.m.

Participants will gain hands-on experience with 
various aspects of the breeding process.

Information is available on the Web at www.asi.
ksu.edu/DesktopDefault.aspx?tabid=1053, or by 
contacting K-State equine teaching and research spe-
cialist, Joann Kouba at (785) 532-1240. 

Send local news to colby.society @ nwkansas.com

4 Family CFP 3-2-11.indd   1 3/2/11   1:25:46 PM


