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Driving for success

ANDY HEINTZ/Colby Free Press
Colby High senior Caitlyn Wark pushed the ball up court during the Lady Eagles’ basketball
practice on Tuesday at the Community Building.

Heartland wins tourney

The Heartland Christian School Lady Crusad-
ers’ basketball team captured the Kansas Christian
Athletic Association championship by defeating the
Tyro Christian High School Eagles 38-36 on Satur-

day at Arkansas City.

The team trailed 34-25 after three quarters, but
they outscored the Eagles 13-2 in the final quarter.

Sophomore Abby Russ had team-high 9 points and
junior Rebekah Grace and sophomore Alexi Regier
added 7 each. Junior Jade Kruse led the team with

10 rebounds.

“They worked really, really hard all weekend,”

coach Reneé Schmeiser said.

The coach said she had also received positive re-
marks about the team’s character.

The tournament was done in a round robin format

and all the games were played in Arkansas City. The

Lady Crusaders crushed Chanute Christian Acad-
emy on Friday and pounded Arkansas City Christian
Academy 51-29 on Thursday.

Regier was named most valuable player of the
tournament and Russ and Regier both made first

team all-tournament. Grace and senior Rachel Myers

were named to the all-tournament second team.

Lady Trojans lose to top team,
despite players’ terrific effort

The Lady Trojans put up a val-
iant effort, but in the end it just
wasn’t enough to get them a vic-
tory, as the Colby College basket-
ball team suffered a 74-64 loss at
Independence Community Col-
lege on Tuesday night in postsea-
son play.

Colby fought tooth and nail with
the heavily favored Lady Pirates,
the No. 2 team in the Jayhawk
Community College Conference
Eastern Division, who held a
29-2 record going into the game.
Colby led 49-48 with a little un-
der 9 minutes left in the game, but
Independence went on a 17-0 run
later in the half that proved to be
too much for the Lady Trojans to
overcome.

The game was knotted at 7 early.
The Lady Trojans scored 4 unan-
swered points, including freshman
Liga Vente making a basket inside,
giving her team an 11-7 lead. Vente
got into the act on the other end as
well by blocking a shot. Later in
half, the freshman forward got a
rebound and put back to make it
13-10 Colby with 11:12 left in the
half. Independence pulled ahead
over the next several minutes and
led 17-15 with 7:38 left. The Lady
Pirates’ Elaine Tastove drilled a
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three, stretching Independence’s
lead to 22-17, its biggest lead of
the night at that point.

Freshman Christina Anderson
knocked down a three in the last
minute of the half, narrowing the
gap to 28-24, but the Lady Pirates
got a bucket in the final seconds
and led 30-24 at halftime.

The Lady Trojans got off to a
strong start offensively at the be-
ginning of the second half, going
on a 5-0 run. Sophomore Taylor
Puttergill got a steal and passed
it to freshman Kelli Crittenden
who scored while drawing a foul.
She sank her free throw, narrow-
ing the gap to 30-29. Indepen-
dence stretched its lead back to
39-34. Then sophomore Hannah
Thornton scored inside while be-
ing fouled. She knocked down
her free throw, bringing her team
within two. Another bucket by the
sophomore forward tied the game
at 39.

Tastove hit a three from the
right corner, reclaiming the lead
for the Lady Pirates. Indepen-
dence stretched its lead to 36-29.
Vente hit a pair of free throws
and freshman Morgan Rickwartz
banked in a three from the top of
the key, cutting the Lady Pirates’

lead to 46-44. Vente gave the Lady
Trojans their first lead of the half
when she rebounded a missed free
throw by Puttergill and put it in
while drawing contact from a de-
fender. Her free throw was good,
giving Colby a one-point lead.

“She (Vente) had a good game.
She was great on the boards,” as-
sistant coach Chris Lehecka said.
“She played smart.”

Crittenden stole a pass and
found Rickwartz for a layup to
make it 49-46 Colby. The steal
was caused by the defensive pres-
sure applied by the Lady Trojans’
full-court press, which was being
used for the first time in the half.
Tastove buried a three, giving the
Lady Pirates a 51-49 lead later in
the half. Two free throws by Vente
tied the game back up, but then the
Lady Pirates went on a 17-0 run
that left them with a 68-51 lead.
They held a 68-53 lead with 2:45
left. Independence went on to win
74-64.

Lehecka said it was one of Col-
by’s better efforts this season.

The Lady Trojans ended their
season with a record of 10-22
overall and 5-11 in the Jayhawk
Western Community College Di-
vision.

Eagles’ boys team
ends season on road

The Colby High Eagles basket-
ball team may have lost their first-
round substate game on Monday,
but they have nothing to hang
their heads about.

The Eagles, especially the
team’s seniors, turned in a gritty
effort, but it wasn’t enough to get
a win as the boys lost 58-48 at Ul-
ysses. The previous time the two
teams had met, Colby was blown
out 49-22. The time before that
the Eagles lost by 21.

Coach Jerad Johnson said al-
though he wished the team would
have gotten off to a better start,
he thought it was one of the bet-
ter team efforts the boys have had
this season.

Senior Clint Goosen had the
hot hand all game, finishing with
20 points and drilling 5-of-7 three
pointers. Senior Spencer Tubbs
added 13 points, senior Corbin
Stephens scored 9 and senior Kale
Arnberger chipped in 6.

Freshman Luke Cox found
Tubbs on the right block for the
layup, giving the Eagles a 2-0
lead. Unfortunately Tubbs was
forced to the bench after picking
up two fouls in the first minute
and a half.

Later in the quarter, Stephens
made a shot off the glass, tying the
game at 4. Then Tigers scored 4
unanswered points. Braden Langs-
ton of Ulysses hit a three, upping
his team’s lead to 7 with 1:45 left
in the quarter. The Eagles trailed
15-6 at the end of the first.

Goosen drilled his first three
of the game early in the second,
cutting the Tigers’ lead to 15-9.
Moments later, Tubbs missed a

turnaround, but he got his own
rebound and scored to make it
15-11. But then Ulysses went on
a 9-0 run, stretching its lead to 24-
11. Stephens stopped the bleeding
for Colby by converting on a shot
while being fouled. His free throw
was good, completing the old
fashioned three-point play. The
Tigers scored the last 5 points of
the half and went into the locker
room with a 29-14 lead.

The Eagles had trouble taking
care of the ball in the first half and
Ulysses took advantage of Colby’s
mistakes, scoring 15 points off the
boys’ 12 turnovers. Turnovers and
the Tigers 18-11 rebounding ad-
vantage led to Ulysses taking 32
shots compared to Colby’s 17 in
the half.

The momentum of the game
completely reversed direction in
the third as the Eagles mounted
a ferocious comeback. Arnberger
jump-started Colby’s offense by
knocking down a three-pointer to
start the half. Stephens followed
with a reverse layup, cutting
the lead to 29-19. Then Goosen
drilled his second three-pointer of
night, bringing the game within
single digits.

“We came out and played well
defensively and took away transi-
tion buckets,” Johnson said when
asked how the Eagles were able
to battle their way back into the
game in the third.

The coach added that taking bet-
ter care of the ball had also played
arole in the Eagles’ comeback.

Later in the quarter, Stephens
drove down the lane for a basket,
cutting the lead to 31-26. A few

possessions later, Goosen, re-
maining perfect from the beyond
the arc up to this point, knocked
down another three, narrowing
the gap to 33-29. But the Tigers’
Kyle Zerr answered the three with
a long triple of his own, bringing
Ulysses’ lead back up to 7. Colby
trailed 40-32 at the end of the
third.

Tubbs scored the first four points
of the final quarter for the Eagles,
including a turnaround hook shot,
but the Tigers continued to make
shots and led 47-36 with 4:26 left.
Later, Goosen buried his fourth
three pointer of the night, cutting
Ulysses’ lead to 53-44. The Tigers
got a bucket, reclaiming a double-
digit lead before Goosen drilled a
long three from the top right side
with a hand in his face, eight or
nine feet behind the arc near the
out-of-bounds line to make it 55-
47. But Colby was unable to get
any closer and Ulysses prevailed
58-48.

Johnson said he thought his
team made some serious headway
throughout the season.

“They worked very hard. They
were very coachable,” he said.
“I couldn’t have asked for better
kids.

The coach said the seniors had
established the foundation for
Colby’s basketball program, not
just for seniors but for seventh
graders on up. He said they never
gave up and they fought until the
end of the game no matter what
the score was.

With the loss, the boys ended
their season with a 2-19 record.
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« Powered byAndroid
+5MP Camera

« Full HTML Browser
+3.1"HGVA Display

The Motorola° Cliq 4

« Sliding Full QWERTY/Touchscreen keyboard
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WE’LL PAY YOUR EARLY CONTRACT TERMINATION FEE!*

C & C Communications
1923 South Range Ave, Ste.2 - Colby, KS - 785.465.7054

While Supplies Last

Instantly FREE Android Phone!

If You Always Wanted an Android Phone

Now You Can Have One!
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The Alcatel
Tribe Touch
« Touch & Type

« 2.0 Megapixel
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« Media Player
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free With Mail-In Rebate

* Limited time offer. Up to $200 will be given as credit on your Viaero account. Service must be maintained in good standing with Viaero for 60 days prior to receiving Early
Termination Fee (ETF) credit. ETF credit form (available at viaero.com or at a Viaero retail location) and copy of bill from previous carrier must accompany credit request to be
eligible for ETF credit. Credit will appear on your account 4 to 8 weeks after your account is eligible and ETF credit request is processed. Only customers whose accounts are not
required to be credit limited are eligible to receive ETF credit. See store for complete details. **Requires new/renewed 24-month contract. Requires purchase of a Vlaero
smartphone data package. Minimum of $5.95 messaging plan and $14.95 data plan required. All screen images are simulated. All other brands, company names, trademarks
and service marks are all property of their respective owners. tAlcatel Tribe Touch is $59.99 with mail in rebate of $59.99. If you receive federal benefits such as Old Age
Pension, Aid to the Blind, Aid to the Needy or Supplemental Security Income, you may qualify for discounted Basic Universal residential service under the Lifeline
and/or Link-Up programs (Colorado) or the Nebraska Telephone Assistance Program (Nebraska).

Don’t need it? Sell it in the classifieds!
To place your ad, call 462-3963
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