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THANKS fOR LETTING\ T Wore 1T
ME UIATCH TV, MOM. /| HELRS You
FEEL BETTER.
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Baby Blues ° Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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GOING TO HELP HIM
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SO, HOW'S EVERYTHING AT
WORK THESE DAYS?

WELL, BEING THE
OFFICE MANAGER
A OF THAT PLACE
)~ SEEMS LIKE A
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IT'S JUST THE TWO OF US HERE,
YOU KNOW

MOSTLY [
KEEP My HEAD
DOWN AND TRY
NOT TO MAKE

www.Blondie.com
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 HELGA Has EVER BEEN M
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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IT'S ALL THE SCHOOL PAPER'S REVIEW.
TALKED ABOUT.
ASIDE FROM YOU, HIL, THE
9 AT (sIXTH GRADERS’ PRODUCTION
OF "MEDEA" WAS NEVER
GONNA HOLD VIEWERS.
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Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts
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ToDD, YOU'VE BEEN

CONGESTED LATELY,

IT'S TIME FOR MORE
OF THIS STUFF

BUT Now ALL THE,
OTHER ANIMALS KNow
WHEN To RUN

BECAUSE THEY CAN
SMELL HIS VAPO-
| RUB A MILE AWAY
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POYO REAZE THAT

INA COUPLE OF fEARS
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COLLEGE?
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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

Will riend pick

his side or hers?

Dear Dr. Brothers: My living room has be-
come a way station for my friends’ marital prob-
lems. I’ve known this couple for 10 years and
consider them both good friends. But when she
leaves after hours of venting, he shows up with his
side of the story. I know — and they know — they
are headed for divorce. I'm worried about what’s
going to happen when I'm forced to choose a
side. I don’t want to be in that position. — P.T.

Dear P.T.: It might be best for everyone if you
can move the action into an environment where
your friends may work on their problems, or on
structuring an amicable settlement. Because they
are now coming just to vent, they have no reason
to talk to one another and move forward. Before
you have to choose, you are bound to be put on
the spot and asked to carry a message or agree
with some evil characterization of the other.

So before it gets to that point, I would get these
two into the office of a marriage counselor or a
divorce mediator. In both instances, they will
be asked to come together and face the issues.
If they are heading toward divorce, at least they
can work out an agreement they both are satisfied
with because they have done it together. After
the divorce, if you don’t want to choose between
them, let them know you’d like to remain friends
with both. If no one objects, you can do that. If
one or both object, you may have to rethink the
whole thing. But you might let things evolve and
see which friend still acts like one.

Dear Dr. Brothers: When it came to our wed-
ding, my husband and I let our families get the
best of us. Between his mother choosing the hall
and my father booking the band, we threw up our
hands. Needless to say, we both were unhappy
with the way it played out. We never had a cere-
mony for us, and it’s depressing us both. — C.W.

Dear C.W.: It’s a shame when the couple get-
ting married doesn’t own their wedding — but
it seems we are moving away from the simple,
meaningful ceremony followed by a celebration
with friends and family. But since you apparently
allowed your family to pay for things you can
understand why they felt a sense of entitlement
about where their money was going. Unfortu-
nately, you found the wedding not to your taste.

Starting off depressed is not a good way to be-
gin a marriage, but I am glad you are not taking it
out on your family. Remember they wanted you to
have a good time, so go easy on them. Were you
able to take your own version of a great honey-
moon trip? If not, I suggest you plan a wonderful
getaway for your first anniversary, where you are
in charge of the details. It may give you a fresh
jump-start and control you lacked at the wedding.
Please try to stop dwelling on the past and start
making an exciting future for yourselves. Soon
you’ll be enjoying being newlyweds and having
your whole life before you.
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The bidding:
East South
Pass 1NT
Opening lead

Reducing the Risk Factor

A competent declarer always hopes for the best
but prepares for the worst. That is the backbone
of good play, and this case from a rubber-bridge
game illustrates the principle.

South was in three notrump, and West started
with the K-Q-J of hearts, declarer taking his ace
on the third round. Without giving the matter
much thought, South then led a low club to the
ace. When East showed out, declarer could do no
better than collect his eight high-card tricks and
so finished down one.

While it is granted that South was unlucky
to run into a 5-0 club division, the fact remains
that had he applied the principle stated above, he
would have made the contract.

South should have recognized that the ninth
trick could come only from the club suit, and also
that there was no advantage in initiating the suit
by leading a low club to the ace or queen. There
was a chance, however, that he might gain a trick
by playing the king of clubs first. Thus, had South
cashed the king initially, he would have had no
trouble scoring four club tricks and making three
notrump.

Declarer should start on the basis that the con-
tract will come home easily if the clubs are di-
vided 3-2. His next thought should be to prepare
as well as he can for a 5-0 or 4-1 split.

In doing so, South should conclude that if East
has any holding of four or five clubs, only three
club tricks can be made no matter how the suit is
attacked. South should then focus all his thoughts
on the possibility that West has the club length.

Once declarer reaches this point, he should re-
alize that by cashing the king first, he can over-
come the J-10-x-x-x in West’s hand, while the
alternative low club lead has nothing to gain and
may cost him the contract.

It is true that in the great majority of hands it
won’t make any difference which club is led first,
but from the standpoint of good technique, the
king is clearly the right play.

(¢)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

West North
Pass 3NT
king of hearts.
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“We just figured we would go in and
give poor Billy some symphony.”

©2011 Bil Keane, Inc
Dist. by King Features Synd
www.familycircus.com

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green

8 3
7 1

AN

0o =

O W=

3
1 6

Difficulty Level % % %

©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right. pitfic
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Cryptoquip

L'S DSHYAXDW LC U HYUCV
HPAWTBLCF PDW-BAYAPDW
BUKR. XAT SLFRV KUX L’MD @«

SUWD MDPSLYLAC WAYYUPK.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A COWBOY

LETS OUT A YELL ON A HAWAIIAN ISLAND, |

SUPPOSE IT COULD BE AN OAHU WAHOO.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals M

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 38 Cogni- DOWN 20 Conclu-
1 Recipe zant 1 Revelille’s sion
meas. 40 Italian opposite 22 Griev-
5 Con river 2 Mediocre ance
game 41 Man of 3 Antitoxins 23 Portrayal
9 “Wham!” morals? 4 Book 24 Man-
12 Brewery 43 Half-hour after handle
products telecast, Job 25 Eggs
13 Albacore often 5 Goblet 26 Soar
14 Mimic 47 Mono- part behind a
15 Ambu- kini’'s lack 6 What motor-
lance 48 Type of a cow boat
VIP baggy chews 27 Equip-
17 Scarlet pants 7 Black- ment
18 Hello, in 51 Inventor bird 29 Bobble
Haifa Whitney 8 Overly the ball
19 Coin toss 52 False- virile 30 Grazing
call hoods 9 South area
21 KC’s 53 Great American 35 Pair
state Lake country 37 “Psycho”
22 Tine 54 Benicio 10 News- figure
24 Boston —  — Toro paper 39 Mac
Orchestra 55 Energy page maker
27 1989 GM units 11 Marries 40 Snapshot
debut 56 Remain- 16 Cattle 41 Not up
28 Burr- der call? yet
Hamilton 42 —
contest Solution time: 25 mins. Stanley
31 Actress E[G[A]D Gardner
Gardner S|AIMIE] 43 Back
32 Conger, 5 2 Q ‘:{V talk
for one olofjilj 44 Remedy
33 Exist PlI]A o[Y[L|[E| 45 Singer
34 Imper- AlF[R SILIUIR Redding
fection ig =S 46 Encoun-
36 Rd. TIEIN TIE ter
37 “— AlL]A o[T] 49 Melody
Breckin- |[M]AJU o|Cc| 50 Bylaw, for
ridge” AINIT L short
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