
The National Weather Service 
in Goodland presented Gary 
Hibbs of Rexford with a 20-
year Length of Service Award 
on Feb. 17.

Hibbs has been ob-
serving precipitation 
one mile southwest of 
Rexford since 1991, 
which amounts to over 
7,300 weather observa-
tions. The award was 
presented by Michael 
Lammers, observing 
program leader.

Precipitation data 
gathered by Hibbs and other 

weather observers throughout 
the region can be found month-
ly in “Climatological Data,” 
which is published by the Na-

tional Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administra-
tion. 

There are about 
11,000 observers in the 
United States, and each 
year, the service pres-
ents Length of Service 
awards to selected ob-
servers. These service 
awards are presented 
after 10 years of ser-

vice and then every five years.
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On the Beat

Senior Progress Center

Give it a try!  
See what the 

Business Directory 
can do for you!
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(800) 611-6735

Commercial • Residential • Free Estimates

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642
ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofi ng Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modifi ed Systems

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
To have your ad placed in the Business Directory 

call Andrea or Kathryn today at 462-3963.

155 W. 5th Street • 785.462.3963

★ Sign on bonus after 3 mo.
★ Bonus for new subscribers
★ Various sized routes
★ 1-2 hrs, 4 times a week
★ Weekends always off
★ Friendly customers

NEED EXTRA MONEY?
Be a Newspaper Carrier!

Check out all these GREAT Incentives!
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David Browne III
550 N. Franklin

Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Representing many companies to 
provide all your insurance needs:

• Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV
• Farm and Crop Insurance
• Commercial Property, Automobiles
• General Liability, Workers Compensation
• Inland Marine, Builders Risk
• Auto Service Shops
• Body Shop and Collision Repair
• Contractors 
• Restaurants
• Salons and Day Spas
• Strip Malls, Condominiums
• Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 • 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 • Fax: 785-462-3752

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com • www.thomascountyins.com

✶ For great coverage 
     and customer 

     service contact me!

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Preferred Properties 
of Kansas and Colorado

Angela and her husband have called Colby their home since 1993. 
They run a successful cleaning company and enjoy spending time with 
their 2 beautiful daughters and 3 grandchildren. Angela feels everyone 
is entitled to owning a piece of the American Dream and is excited to 

assist you in finding your perfect dream home. 
Please give her a call and allow her to work hard for you. You can reach 

her at 785-443-3443 or call Preferred Properties at 785-890-7653.

Preferred Properties is pleased to announce 
Angela Stinemetz as our newest Realtor.

Cynthia Smith, Owner/Broker
www.preferred-property.org

1616 Main, Goodland • (785) 890-SOLD

“Everything We Touch Turns to SOLD”

NOW SERVING THE COLBY AREA!

Colby Public Schools
Activities: National School 

Breakfast Week. Monday: 8 a.m. 
basketball all league selection 
meeting, Scott City; 4 p.m. grade 
school site council, cafeteria; 7:30 
p.m. middle school/high school 
spring vocal concert, high school 
auditorium. Tuesday: 10 a.m. and 
7 p.m. second grade musical, grade 
school auditorium; 4 p.m. softball 
seventh and eight Great West Ac-
tivities Conference Tournament, 
Scott City; 7:30 p.m. track rules 
meeting, Oakley. Wednesday: 5 
p.m. music boosters, high school 
workroom; boys basketball state 
competition, Salina; girls bas-
ketball state competition, Salina. 
Thursday: end of third quarter; 
boys varsity basketball state com-
petition, Salina; girls varsity bas-
ketball state competition, Salina. 
Friday: no school, staff work day; 
boys basketball state competition, 
Salina; girls basketball state com-
petition, Salina. Saturday: SAT 
Test; boys basketball state, Salina; 
girls basketball state, Salina. 

Menus: Monday: breakfast: 
cinnamon tastries, apple juice; 
lunch: crispy taco, rice, corn, hot 
roll, pear half. Tuesday: break-
fast: cereal choice, grape juice; 
lunch: corn dogs, French fries, 
green beans, baby carrots, peach 
slices. Wednesday: breakfast: bis-
cuit and sausage, orange wedge; 
lunch: tuna sandwich or chicken 
strips, potatoes with gravy, hot 
rolls, peas, applesauce. Thurs-
day: breakfast: waffle, apple juice; 
lunch: sloppy joe, tater tots, broc-
coli, pineapple chunks.

Sacred Heart
Activities: Wednesday: Ash 

Wednesday. Friday: no country 
buses; end of third quarter.

Menus: Monday: barbecue 
beef sandwich, broccoli, pear 
slices, French fries. Tuesday: 
chicken nuggets, mashed potatoes 
with gravy, corn, peach half, roll. 
Wednesday: breakfast at lunch, 
eggs, hash browns, French toast, 
orange slices. Thursday: taco 
pie, lettuce, tomato, cheese, peas, 
tropical fruit, corn bread. Friday: 
cheese pizza, salad, green beans, 
apple slices, bread sticks.

Heartland
Activities: Thursday: end of 

third quarter; noon dismissal. Fri-
day: no school, staff work day.

Golden Plains
Activities: Monday: Red Cross 

blood drive. Wednesday: state 
basketball, Hays, through Satur-
day March 12.

Menus: Rexford: Monday: 
breakfast: hash browns; lunch: 
ham steak. Tuesday: breakfast: 
pizza bobs; lunch: bierocks. 
Wednesday: breakfast: breakfast 
combo; lunch: soup and sandwich. 
Thursday: breakfast: breakfast 
burrito; lunch: chicken tender. 
Friday: breakfast: monkey bread; 
lunch: tuna mac.

Selden: Monday: breakfast: 
breakfast burrito; lunch: popcorn 

chicken. Tuesday: breakfast: pan-
cake; lunch: taco. Wednesday: 
breakfast: biscuit and gravy; lunch: 
fish. Thursday: breakfast: donut; 
lunch: ham and cheese pockets. 
Friday: breakfast: scrambled 
eggs; lunch: grilled cheese.

Brewster
Activities: Monday: Spring pic-

tures; 7 p.m. Western Kansas Lib-
erty League all-league selection at 
North West Kansas Educational 
Service Unit, Oakley. Wednes-
day: high school state basketball, 
Hays, Wednesday through Satur-
day. Friday: no school.

Menus: Monday: breakfast: 
French toast sticks, bacon; lunch: 
goulash, green beans, pears, or-
ange. Tuesday: breakfast: sausage 
gravy biscuit; lunch: chicken patty, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, broccoli, 
cooked carrots, peaches, banana. 
Wednesday: breakfast: grilled 
cheese sandwich; lunch: cheese 
pizza, corn, baby carrots, seven-
layer salad, Jell-O with mixed 
fruit, apple. Thursday: breakfast: 
pancakes, sausage; lunch: taco, 
corn, baby carrots, pears, pine-
apple.

Colby Community College
Activities: Sunday: 1 p.m. 

baseball vs. Brown Mackie, Sali-
na; softball, Cloud County, Con-
cordia. Monday: 6:30 p.m. storm 
spotter session, Community Build-
ing; 7:30 p.m. Western Plains Art 
Association “Music Man,” Oakley 
High School; 6 p.m. prom dress 
sale, First Presbyterian Church. 
Tuesday: 9:30 a.m. International 
Women’s Day, Fireside Lounge; 6 
p.m. prom dress sale, First Presby-
terian Church; 2 p.m. softball vs. 
Butler County Community Col-
lege, El Dorado; 3 p.m. baseball,  
McCook, Neb. Wednesday: 6 
p.m. prom dress sale First Presby-
terian Church; 1 p.m. baseball vs. 
Western Nebraska, baseball field; 
2 p.m. softball vs. Garden City, 
softball field; 6 p.m. lifeguard 
class,  college pool. Thursday: 
6 p.m. prom dress sale First Pres-
byterian Church; 6 p.m. lifeguard 
class, college pool; 7 p.m. Zumba 
class, Cultural Arts Center. Fri-
day: 3 p.m. mid-term grades due; 
5 p.m. Office Professional Orga-
nization scholarship applications 
due, Student Support Services; 6 
p.m. prom dress sale First Pres-
byterian Church; 6 p.m. lifeguard 
class, college pool; rodeo compe-
tition, Garden City. Saturday: 9 
a.m. lifeguard class, college pool; 
rodeo competition, Garden City; 
outdoor track, McPherson. Sun-
day: 9 a.m. lifeguard class, college 
pool;  11 a.m. softball vs. Western 
Nebraska, college softball field; 
rodeo, Garden City; Walk Kansas 
begins. 

Monday: Spring Break March 
14 to 18.

Send us your calendar and 
menus. E-mail colby.society @ 
nwkansas.com or mail Colby Free 
Press, 155 W. Fifth, Colby, Kan., 
67701.

The “Young at Heart” singers 
will be at the Senior Progress Cen-
ter Friday.

Activities for the week: Mon-
day: 10:30 a.m. Skip Bo. Tues-
day: 10 a.m. exercise; 10:30 
dominos. Wednesday: popcorn 
day. Thursday: 10 a.m. exercise; 
10:30 Rummikub. Friday: 10 a.m. 
exercise; 11:30 “Young at Heart” 
singers.

Menus for the week: Monday: 
tater tot casserole, seasoned car-
rots, bread, mixed fruit. Tuesday: 
meat balls, creamed potatoes, 
corn, bread, mandarin oranges. 

Wednesday: tuna and noodles, 
peas, stewed tomatoes, bread, 
peaches. Thursday: oven-fried 
chicken, mashed potatoes with 
gravy, mixed vegetables, bread, 
apricots. Friday: cook’s choice 
entree, spinach cheese salad, ap-
plesauce, bread, bar cookie.

The Thomas County Nutrition 
Center invites anyone 60 and 
older and guests to lunch. Home 
delivery is available. A contribu-
tion of $3 per meal is suggested 
for seniors, $5.25 for others. 

Make reservations at (784) 460-
2901 by noon the day before. 

COLBY POLICE
Tuesday

1:42  a.m.  –  Report of a loud 
explosion north of Zelfer Apart-
ments. Unable to locate.

1:52  a.m.  –  Deputy requested 
officer’s assistance at the Law En-
forcement Center.

7:03 a.m. – Took prisoner to El-
lis County for sheriff’s office.

7:13  a.m.  –  Assisted sheriff’s 
office with prisoner.

7:45 a.m. – Report of vehicle all 
over the road southbound on K-25 
from airport. Located, driver OK.

10:05  a.m.  –  Caller reported 
trailer parked since November. 
Owner will get it moved.

10:28 a.m. – Funeral block from 
Kersenbrock’s to Beulah Cem-
etery.

2:38 p.m. – Semi parked in the 
900 block of S. Range. Not found 
when officer arrived.

6:50 p.m. – Narcotics violation 
report filed.

10:33  p.m.  –  Dog at large re-
turned to owner. 

Wednesday
2:58  a.m.  –  Security check at 

the college dorms.
7:26 a.m. – Accident in Walmart 

parking lot.
2:20  p.m.  – Assisted Highway 

Patrol with looking for vehicle in 
Colby.

2:32  p.m.  –  Report of missing 
juvenile. Subject was located.

2:34  p.m.  –  Caller advised of 
subject in vehicle in reference to 
earlier traffic complaint. Made 
contact, subject was OK.

8:01 p.m. – Welfare check. 
9:07  p.m.  –  Accident at Mon-

tana Mike’s. No report.
9:38 p.m. – Report filed for do-

mestic call.
10:23  p.m.  –  Caller reported 

suspicious vehicle in the parking 
lot. Everything OK.

11:51 p.m. – Security check at 
Twister’s.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Tuesday

12:37 a.m. – Booked Raymond 
M. Sandoval.

6:55  a.m.  –  Released Felipe 
Fonseca.

7:45 a.m. – Caller reported ve-
hicle all over the road boundbound 
on K-25 from the airport.

8:12 a.m. – Released David Le-
roy Mayer.

12:11  p.m.  –  Arrested Tami 
Downing on warrant.

12:11  p.m.  –  Arrested Travis 
Downing on warrant

12:11  p.m.  –  Arrested Joseph 
Harper on warrant.

12:30  p.m.  –  Social and Re-
habilitation Services requested 

deputy. Subject brought to station, 
High Plains Mental Health called.

1:47 p.m. – Released Sandoval 
to the State of Colorado.

2:25  p.m.  –  Suspicious person 
walking around in Brewster.

2:28 p.m. – Booked Larry Hill.
10:17  p.m.  –  Narcotics viola-

tion report filed for traffic stop  on 
Country Club Drive.

11:33  p.m.  –  Booked Eric M. 
Blanton.

11:58 p.m. – Released Blanton.
Wednesday

12:10  a.m.  –  Booked Alexa B. 
Garcia.

12:21 a.m. – Released Garcia.
12:29  a.m.  –  Booked Taylor J. 

McClure.
12:11 p.m. – Keith Reed report-

ed lost tag.
2:01  p.m.  –  Vehicle identifica-

tion number inspection for Colby 
Dodge.

2:20  p.m.  – Assisted Highway 
Patrol on I-70 at mile 52 east-
bound.

2:31  p.m.  –  Booked Juan Ra-
mon Rivera.

3:04  p.m.  –  Booked Coynesha 
Picken.

3:14 p.m. – Arrested Larry Hille 
on warrant.

3:18 p.m. – Released Picken.
4:04  p.m.  –  Released Andrew 

Wright.
4:25  p.m.  –  Released Joseph 

Harper.
4:41  p.m.  –  Released Tami 

Downing.
4:56  p.m.  –  Released Travis 

Downing.
11:51 p.m. – Security check at 

Twister’s.

Gary Hibbs

Rexford man wins
20-year weather award

Freezing rain brings
variety of problems

This winter’s storms, combined 
with see-saw temperatures, have 
been nothing new for the central 
United States. But, even long-time 
Plains dwellers were a bit nervous 
some weeks ago when forecast-
ers called for a gigantic front to 
deposit freezing rain … and then 
snow.

“Freezing rain is always inter-
esting. You’re on a skating rink 
everywhere you go. Unfortunate-
ly, the weather pattern can also 
cause tremendous amounts of ten-
sion, disruption and damage. Just 
ask Kansas Citians about the ice 
storm of 2002. Or, Wichita resi-
dents about 2005. They were at the 
epicenter of ice storms that per-
manently changed their regions’ 
landscape of trees,” said Mary 
Knapp, State of Kansas climatolo-
gist, based with Kansas State Uni-
versity Research and Extension. 

Knapp explained that freezing 
rain occurs when warm, moist air 
overrides cold air already in place 
at ground level. The upper air 
mass is the precipitation source. 
So, the moisture is liquid when it 
first falls. The rain starts to freeze, 
however, when it drops into the 
cold-air zone. 

“With that kind of recipe, 
you’ve got quite a bit of room for 
variation,” she said. “Des Moines, 
Iowa, established a record for be-

ing different on Dec. 21, 1990. 
The temperature was 2 degrees 
below zero. But, the moisture fall-
ing then was freezing drizzle – in 
other words, still-liquid precipita-
tion.” 

Another odd outcome can occur 
when the cold, lower air mass is 
sitting on ground that’s warm. 

“That’s when you get icing on 
trees, fences and elevated sur-
faces – while little ice collects 
on roads,” Knapp said. “Even 
then, however, the ice buildup 
can deposit tons of weight on tree 
branches. Ice on utility lines can 
result in power outages that take 
days to repair. Fires can soon be a 
problem, too.”

Yet, the most treacherous com-
bo for travelers can be ice, hidden 
under snow – in part because it 
starts out looking fairly harmless, 
she said. Once deposited, the mix 
also can be difficult to remove. 
And, as it melts, the snow can 
keep adding to the ice layer when-
ever nighttime temperatures fall 
below 32 F. 

According to the National 
Weather Service, about 70 per-
cent of Americans’ winter storm-
related injuries result from vehicle 
accidents. About 25 percent result 
from their being caught out in the 
storm. Information is available 
online at www.ksre.ksu.edu/wdl.

Square dance coming in Hays
The Shooting Stars Square 

Dance club will have a square 
dance from 8 to 10:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 12, at the Roosevelt 
Elementary School, 2000 MacAr-
thur in Hays. 

Caller will be Steve Bailey. Sin-
gles, couples and all ages are in-
vited. There will be refreshments 
and Pot O’ Gold.

For information call Opal Flynn 
at  (785) 726-4432.

Make a Difference  -  Please Recycle 
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