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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott Family Circus e Bil Keane

Dr. Joyce

HEN, THERE'S No, NESITIS, T CANT HE PROBLEM
BRRNBARCE  TATS  GOTAWE DOESN'T EVEN SOWEDNOW & More TAN Brothers
THM B0y NOTHIM.  TO WM FOW THANE! e INOWS 1/ THELL BE
NoU U¥E. NOURE AWE.€  SINING | ® Ask
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- p| Dr Brothers
Wrestling offer

a different idea

. Dear Dr. Brothers: My unemployment bene-
Beetle Balley ® Mort Walker fits run out next month. I have a wife and two kids
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d am worried. I’ve been offered a different kind -~
WITH E-MAIL AND WHICH MAKES IT EASIER anc . : . \ ,
ALy J( TEXTING Norany TOSPOT THE ONEB GETTING | oot v comboow i shouldseepc s Nt~
ovID... GUYS COME TO MAIL CAKES FROM HOME I’'m a big, stocky guy and probably can take the ot by Feaires syra = :

CALL ANYMCRE

www.familycircus.com

physical abuse (even though it’s staged, there’s Py —
still a lot of stunts); I just wonder if I should hold You fOngt to write a note about

MOrr | out for aless dangerous job. — W.D. why | was absent!”
(NALKER Dear W.D.: It sounds as though you take your

responsibilities as breadwinner seriously, but conceptis Sud.oku ® Dave Green
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before you take this job, you might discuss the
ramifications with your wife. Assess both of your 3 4
skills, and if she is not working, explore all op-
tions open to both of you. As a father, you prob- 2 3 s
ably would like to have weekends with your B
children. And taking a dangerous job could carry 4 8l1|7 9 2 ;2
WE'RE THINKING ABOUT Y REALLY?| |THREE BEDROOMS )* OH, YES, AN ( HOW ABOUT BUYING hazards. Do you .hz'lve health care coverage! Can T‘?
BUYING A BIGGER HOUSE, | HOW BIG || AND ONE AND A 7 UPGRADE IS A MY HOUSE?! you atford to be injureciand have that affect your 8 3 2 5
AND WE WANT TO KNOW /5 1S YOUR | £\ HALF BATHS GREAT IDEA! ytomake aliving: L MIght be best to revist =
16 YOR W /\/\j - your job experience and skills, and build upon 3 2 6 4 2
HOUSE? |2 o ! \ Soe them instead of this literal sideshow. 5|9 8 z
g f » £S5 Tz =3 d If physical labor appeals to you, perhaps you a
. o X could put your bulk and strength to use. Rugged 9 5 6 4 1 3 =
outdoor types usually have little trouble finding =
jobs in construction, highway department work 9 7 &
or other outdoor venues. Try to find something S
§ you can use to build a career rather than just a 6 5 =
H weekend gig to tide you over. It is a difficult time, L ©
2 but you don’t want to get into something that will ~ Difficulty Level * o
: hamper your ability to be a worker and father. S0 7pi¢ 6 4 logic-based num- [1]2]7]9]3]6[4]5
take a breath, and try not to panic. Good luck. ber placement puzzle. 6/4/8|5/1]|2]|9]|7
Dear Dr. Brothers: I have a strange problem. 7y, goal is to enter a num- 5/3/9|7/4|8|2|6
Every time I see someone with a laptop I strike 1., 7129 ineachcellinwhich 12 11218165|3 9
up a conversation in hopes that I can fiddle with ., ro’w, column and 3x3 12.2161412/9]8 1
it. I’'m not a techie, just curious to see how other regionmust contain only one 9 84/1/7/3]6/2
computers compare with ming. I pearly lost my ;,cionce of each numeral. 3 g ; 2 g ; ? g
mind when everyone started using %Pads.IknOWI The solution to the last (2195318117 4
creep people out. What’s wrong with me? - C.H. = ¢, 70ku puzzle is at right. BT Lo %3 A%

Dear C.H.: I can see how disconcerting it
might be if you approach strangers and attempt to
get your hands on their computers. Besides being Cry- to ui
too friendly, most people view their computer as p q' p
one of their most personal items. In fact, I am sur-
prised you haven’t been punched or had the au-
thorities called. People tend to be paranoid about VND Q G JF G K C N C D’ J YBFEW C
their electronic stuff, and you’re playing with fire
when you violate those personal boundaries.

Mother GOOSG and Grimm * Mike Pet?rs An obvious solution to your “problem” is to ] F G Z X A N E Y V Z E S V ] F G K

777" - — T legitimize it. Either become the go-to guy to

P - friends and acquaintances who need help plumb-
| / P’I ing the depths of their mysterious machines, or

get yourself a part-time job as a computer geek HX C G ) S EYW C KEY VXK JF G K

' | =" | NOPE e 'H at a business whose job it is to fiddle with the

Iy = |T_'S computers of strangers. There is nothing really
1. ;‘f’ BL ASNT'{%L J/ld Dbizarre or terrible about your desire to get your 7/ X Q XJGC JFG BAEHNVGYV?

hands on those laptops — you are just in search of
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= ” a challenge. It’s all about finding the right time Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: BECAUSE THAT
z o B /// and place to practice your obsession. Luckily, FEMALE DEER PREFERS TO FILL UP ON CERTAIN
= - iy ¢ p 7 your skills could lead you to a lucrative career. BAKED TREATS, I NAMED HER “COOKIE DOE.”

’ Find the appropriate venue, and you’ll turn from
s 7 4 7 . .
N ///,// // / 72 weird stranger to genius at work!
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Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals D

wm Bridge e steve Becker Crossword e Eugene Sheffer
I'M WORKING UNDER THE THEORY S outh deale
THAT IF WE DON'T ANSWER Both sides vulnerable. ACROSS 37 Tending 2 Sea 22 Galore, in
THERE WILL BE NO NORTH 1 “Dragnet”  to excrete  eagle disco-era
SPRING CLEANING. BR'#ANJ M'EDS 3112(7) é 2 star 39 “Quiet!” 3 Shower jargon
INK ALIKE. ;xi‘l 3 Jack 41 Hum- alterna- 24 Before
WEST EAST 5 New- dinger tive (Pref.)
:32835 3 3? 10764 comerto 42 Get 4 Becomes 25 Agent, for
*109 eK7652 society 45 Holly a flower short
*#753  courn TO° 8 Winged plants 5 Period of 26 Current
- 12 Verbal 49 Inquiry inactivity 27 Twilight
:SJSW o8 13 Raw 51 Alpha 6 Goof up times
. #KJ10982 mineral follower 7 Honey 29 Gun the
che bidding: = Corth East 14 Hindu 52 Grecian bunch? engine
e Pass 24 Pass princess vessels 8 More 30 Female
ie Pass 5% Pass 15 Aware of 53 Joke Bohemian  sheep
Opening lead — ten of diamonds. 16 Seizing 54 Grandson 9 Muham- 33 Donkey
SUSPENDED? WELL, | | YES, ToDD WAS FOUND To HAVE No RITALIN (from) of Adam mad’s (Ger.)
WE'RE GOING RIGHT | [IN HIS BLOODSTREAM. WE CANNOT ALLOW . Famous Hand 18 Jason of = 55 Initial footstep- 36 Gliding
BACK. T0 THAT ScHooL| [ THAT. IT'S NOT NATURAL! JAN _ This hand was played many years ago by all- football stake following dance
FOR AN EXPLANATION! - time great Sidney Silodor. He was declarer in 20 Rural 56 Timecard daughter step
) | e— six hearts, and West led the ten of diamonds. It steps abbr 10 Bancroft 38 “Jeop-
77 P seemed highly likely that East had the king of di- oy " “Fp 57 nopr o B o
,, ‘1 - E<< << arilonds,lso South’s chief problem was to escape 23 Verily neigﬁbor 11 Fixes y emZée
e r = a trump loser. - :
". 441 . Q% o Silodor solyed the problerp in unique fashion. 24 gtg:ding DOWN 17 :!%%ihl 40 élri)a(lck
) 4 <dlo i qig He won the diamond lead Wlth the ace, played a  5g Nt 1 Courts 19 — -tat-tat 42 Blue
N X heart to the ace, returned the jack of hearts and ; S .
S ol : medium  golution time: 27 mins. shade
A 3 S = g nessed after West fpllowed !ow. Aftgr the Jaf:k or well- 43 Rotate
~ 5 R ——— 2| held, he cashed the king, ran six club tricks — dis- done 44 At hand
] carding dummy’s remaining diamonds — and S0 31 Actor 46 TV's
. o T made seven. Harrison “Warrior
Zits Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott How did Silodor know he should finesse West 32 «Get — Princess”
s NOT OM, GREAT! RELAX. WHATZ NO ’tfkcl)r thdedquee}rll. (ilf ?earts?IWhy dfid }E go againtst onl” 47 Harrow
’ e odds, which favor playing for the queen to 34 “Ben-Hur’ rival
STARTING. VX\% %BIE EXACTY WHAT GOOD IMW[N@TOOQEE fall under the ace-king when holding nine cards author 48 Back
TNENTY MINUTES! THINKING. FACEBCOK in a suit? Well, there’s one tiny item we forgot Wallace talk
< /1. WHATMI\/ FRIENDS to mention. On the ace of diamonds, Silodor had 35 Grand 50 Rowing
7 ; ade £ [ THINK WNesollP e dropped his queen! story tool
Hi 2 4 5 =77 Silodor didn’t really know who had the queen
£ m 7 of hearts, but his method of play was designedto |1 [2 [3 |4 10
i A make the slam whether East or West had it. Sup-
pose, after he had dropped the queen of diamonds

and played the trumps as he did, East had turned
up with the queen of hearts. Silodor would have
lost a trump trick, it’s true, but what would East
have done next?

East almost surely would not have played the
king of diamonds. He most likely would have as-
sumed his partner had led from the 10-9-8 and
that declarer’s queen was a genuine singleton. He
would probably have returned a spade to his part-
ner’s hoped-for ace — unless he had the ace him-
self, in which case he might have tried to cash it.

Had Silodor finessed the opening diamond lead
and lost to East’s king, he might or might not
have guessed the trump position later on, but the
way he played the hand, he was an overwhelming
favorite to make the slam.
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NEXT TIME WE SHOULD DECIDE
WHOS GOING TO STAY BEHIND
THE WHEEL BEFORE We DOTHAT

©2011 2ITS Par

zitscomics.com

6 comics CFP 3-7-11.indd 1 @ /7M1 9:42:41 AM



