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Baby Blues ° Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Blondie ® Chic Young

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT
PUTTING RACING STRIPES AND
MAG WHEELS ON OUR FAMILY
CAR, DAD?

THEN IT WOULDON'T LOOK
LIKE A FAMILY CAR

www.Blondie.com

EXACTLY!

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts
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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
v, | Dr. Brothers

o hugs all,
just too friendly

Dear Dr. Brothers: Our son, who just turned
6, hugs nearly everybody. Hugging the delivery
man was the last straw. Yesterday, after hearing
the doorbell, I was horrified to find him grasping
the leg of the UPS man. I thought he would out-
grow it, but his behavior shows no signs of abat-
ing. While it’s embarrassing, it’s dangerous, too.
What can I do to control his hugs? — J.N.

Dear J.N.: A child’s world is innocent. Chil-
dren see the world through welcoming eyes and
can’t conceive of someone wanting to do harm.
Learning to differentiate between friends and
strangers is an important process. Your role is to
be “hug goalie” to help your child know when it’s
proper to display affection, and with whom.

But you also need to address the root cause. It’s
possible your son feels a lack of physical affec-
tion. He may be hugging strangers to make up for
it. Do some soul-searching before focusing solely
on his behavior. What type of parents are you and
your husband? Do you usually kiss or hug your
child goodnight, or are you less demonstrative?
It’s easier for a child to realize he’s cared about
when he gets a hug. The security of lots of hugs
in childhood could save the child from looking
for love in the wrong places later.

Dear Dr. Brothers: Ever since we were teens,
my sister has copied everything I do. Whether it’s
bands, movies or clothes, she would glom onto
my interests. Now we are in our 30s, and she
continues to do this. I got extremely annoyed re-
cently when she met a nice guy who was into the
same stuff. She’s totally misrepresenting herself.
How do I get this to end? — C.F.

Dear C.F.: Lifelong habits die hard, and you
might want to adjust to your sister’s ways instead
of wishing and hoping she will change after 30
years. Or, if you are into confrontation and dra-
ma, you can pick a fight with her and demand she
stop copying you, but you risk coming off like
some jealous sibling who never outgrew the fam-
ily squabbles. Your sister might not even realize
she is using you as a role model inappropriately
and she might not even know you are upset. If
you think she’s clueless, it might be productive to
ask her, kiddingly, to lay off. But only if you are
sure she doesn’t realize what she is doing.

It is more likely she is trying to get your goat,
and this time she’s done so, big time. Why should
she use your interests to hook a guy? Perhaps
she has more success with the things you claim
as your own. You’ve heard about imitation be-
ing the sincerest form of flattery. But if the imi-
tation beats the original, you may be more than
annoyed. If that’s the case, maybe you need to put
distance between yourself and your sister. Most
siblings have moved on, by this time, to their
own separate lives — and a little distance may be
just what your battered ego needs right now.
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This double-dummy problem
was composed many years ago by
Sidney Lenz. The object is to make
Seven Hearts against the queen-of-
clubs lead. Best defense is assumed,
and, of course, declarer is allowed to

see all 52 cards.
-

Double-Dummy Problem

Win the queen of clubs with the king, discard-
ing a diamond, and continue with the ace of
clubs. Then:

1. If East ruffs, overruff, cash the ace of spades
and lead the queen through West’s king. He must
play the king of spades on this trick or the next
one, whereupon you ruff in dummy and finesse
the ten of trumps to score the rest of the tricks.

2. If East discards a spade on the ace of clubs,
trump the ace, play the A-Q of spades as before
and take a trump finesse. Then cash your remain-
ing spade or spades, enter dummy with a dia-
mond to the king and ruff another club, reducing
your hand to the A-K-J of trumps and nine of dia-
monds. Lead a diamond to the ace, lead anything
at all from dummy, and East’s Q-7-6 of trumps
succumb to your A-K-J.

3. If East discards a diamond on the ace of
clubs, discard your nine of spades and take a
trump finesse. Then enter dummy with a diamond
and repeat the trump finesse. After you cash the
A-K of trumps, this becomes the position:

North

[S] 5

[D] A7
[C] 854
West

[S] K10
[D] Q10
[C] J10
East

[S] 86432
D] J
South

[S] AQJ
[H 43
D] 9

When you now play the four of hearts, West
can discard the ten of clubs as dummy also dis-
cards a club, but when you next play the three
of hearts, West is caught in a three-suit squeeze.
No matter which suit he discards, the rest of the
tricks are yours.
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Family Circus e Bil Keane
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“No, you’re mistaken. Clean rooms
are NOT a MYTH.”

Conqeptis Sudoku e Dave Green

1

9

6

8

N A~

6)

5
9
8

4

©

&)

©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty Level % % %

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN FOLKS ON A
LARGE PACIFIC CHINESE ISLAND GET DRUNK,
DO YOU SUPPOSE THEY TAIWAN ON?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; D equals O

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 35 Buck’s DOWN 11 “Roscoe”
1 Houston mate 1 Informa- 19 Jewel
acronym 36 Carries tion 21 Doctrine
5 Have a 37 Integer, 2 Help 23 “—
bug e.g. under- Eat Cake”
8 Urban 40 Daytime handedly 24 Ripped
pall drama 3 One’s 25 Spud’s
12 Black, in 41 Cruel perfor- buds
poetry 45 Too mance 26 Rhine
13 Expert 47 Couric’s 4 Pyrenees feeder
14 Heming- network nation 27 Huron
way nick- 49 Thought 5 Breathing neighbor
name 50 Cut of problem 28 Booth,
15 Join with pork 6 Anger e.g.
a blow- 51 Reaction 7 Without 32 Trace
torch to precision 33 Employed
16 Ultra- skyrock- 8 Ex- 35 “CSI”
modernist ets hausted evidence
17 Formerly, 52 Standard 9 “Dennis 36 Com-
formerly 53 Under- the mand-
18 Moe, sized Menace” ment
Larry or 54 Aye girl count
Shemp opposer 10 Chances, 38 Daft
20 Croon 55 Icky for 39 Full, as
22 Property stuff short eyebrows
26 Get more 42 “American
ammo Solution time: 25 mins. »
29 Shade rg Al el 43 Infamous
P RIT M{T|L[L .
So_urce N|[I|S|E|!I O|C[E|L]|L|!I fldqler
30 Trlgger’s O|N|E|A[N|D|T[H|E|S|A[M|E 44 Moist
rider SIKIYEEGIOITIUIPERTIA 45 Matter-
: E[N[O ElG
31 — Major AREER DONEE horn, for
(constel-  [alRr[c olR[B one
lation) M{A/ABMPIO|LIO|SEMPI|E 46 Reed or
et A O|[N[C|E|A[N[D|F|O|R|A[L]|L
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33 Existed AlalrloinEBVIolLIE 48 Feathery
34 That M[E[N E[T A‘ neck-
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