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(800) 611-6735

Commercial • Residential • Free Estimates

Preferred Properties 
of Kansas and Colorado

Angela and her husband have called Colby their home since 1993. 
They run a successful cleaning company and enjoy spending time with 
their 2 beautiful daughters and 3 grandchildren. Angela feels everyone 
is entitled to owning a piece of the American Dream and is excited to 

assist you in finding your perfect dream home. 
Please give her a call and allow her to work hard for you. You can reach 

her at 785-443-3443 or call Preferred Properties at 785-890-7653.

Preferred Properties is pleased to announce 
Angela Stinemetz as our newest Realtor.

Cynthia Smith, Owner/Broker
www.preferred-property.org

1616 Main, Goodland • (785) 890-SOLD

“Everything We Touch Turns to SOLD”

NOW SERVING THE COLBY AREA!

Give it a try!  
See what the 

Business Directory 
can do for you!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Andrea or Kathryn today at 462-3963.

155 W. 5th Street • 785.462.3963

★ Sign on bonus after 3 mo.
★ Bonus for new subscribers
★ Various sized routes
★ 1-2 hrs, 4 times a week
★ Weekends always off
★ Friendly customers

NEED EXTRA MONEY?
Be a Newspaper Carrier!

Check out all these GREAT Incentives!

Call us or Stop by
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David Browne III
550 N. Franklin

Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Representing many companies to 
provide all your insurance needs:

• Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV
• Farm and Crop Insurance
• Commercial Property, Automobiles
• General Liability, Workers Compensation
• Inland Marine, Builders Risk
• Auto Service Shops
• Body Shop and Collision Repair
• Contractors 
• Restaurants
• Salons and Day Spas
• Strip Malls, Condominiums
• Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 • 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 • Fax: 785-462-3752

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com • www.thomascountyins.com

✶ For great coverage 
     and customer 

     service contact me!

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. • Colby, KS

Meadowlake Golf Course, Restaurant and Lounge are 
public facilities, not private - everyone welcome.

Golf season is here. Come join in the 
fun at our new low season prices!

Restaurant and Lounge are open 
Monday - Saturday

Prime Rib, Salad Bar and Desert Special 
every Saturday night

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
785-462-6642

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

ROOFMASTERS
Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Wood Shingles
IR Shingles

Stone Coated Steel
Metal Panels

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

White TPO Single Ply
Modified Systems
Built up Systems

Elastomeric Coating

COLBY POLICE
Friday

12:21 a.m. – Caller reported ve-
hicle was vandalized. No report 
filed; needs owner to call.

10:49 a.m. – Third-party report 
of possible suicidal person. Made 
contact with subject; all OK.

4:24 p.m. – Caller reported sub-
jects trying to damage property at 
Fike Park; officer spoke with sub-
ject, information provided.

6:09 p.m. – Dog at large in the 
area of Eighth and Chickamauga. 
Unable to locate.

6:57 p.m. – Caller advised of 
subject on bicycle possibly armed 
with handgun in the area of the 
200 block of W. Webster. Located 
subject, soft air gun, everything 
OK. Four officers responded.

7:26 p.m. – Stalled vehicle caus-
ing traffic congestion in the area 
of Fourth and Range. Everything 
OK; help en route.

8:24 p.m. – Sheriff’s officer 
reported semi-truck stuck in the 
ditch beside Walmart parking lot.

10:38 p.m. – Caller advised of 
domestic battery.

11:34 p.m. – Caller reported 
subject drunk and walking out in 
front of vehicles.

Saturday
12:57 a.m. – Walk-through at 

Twisters.
5:02 a.m. – House checks.
7:35 a.m. – Two-vehicle colli-

sion in the area of the 500 block of 
N. Franklin.

12:38 p.m. – Assisted sheriff’s 
office with dispute. Spoke with 
subject; information provided.

12:58 p.m. – Security check at 
Colby Community Building.

1:35 p.m. – Wallet brought to 
Law Enforcement Center found in 
the area of 600 block of N. Court.

1:38 p.m. – Theft of money.
3:38 p.m. – Criminal damage to 

vehicle.
3:50 p.m. – Caller reported pick-

up driving erratically around Fike 
Park. Second call advised parked 
on Hill St. Located vehicle, spoke 
to subject.

11:11 p.m. – Security check at 
Meadow Lake.

11:51 p.m. – Owner contacted 
about lights on in vehicle.

Sunday
12:40 a.m. – Management re-

quested extra patrol at business.
1:03 a.m. – Security check at 

Twister’s.
3 a.m. – Time change.

6:06 a.m. – Security check to 
residences.

9:23 a.m. – Disturbance: caller 
reported very angry patron. Spoke 
with subjects, situation remedied.

10:31 a.m. – Security check at 
Walmart.

12:08 p.m. – Two officers as-
sisted sheriff’s office.

5:05 p.m. – Burglary/theft: sub-
ject called 911, advised of items 
stolen from vehicle at Community 
Building. Eight officers, including 
the chief, responded.

9:10 p.m. – Caller reported 
someone entered and vandalized 
her house. Report filed.

9:38 p.m. – Clerk requested of-
ficer to help with unruly guest. 
Spoke to clerk and subject.

11:32 p.m. – Security check at 
Bosselman’s.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Wednesday

10 a.m. – Took inmate home.
11:18 a.m. – Contained dog for 

Colby Police to transport in ani-
mal control truck.

12:55 p.m. – Assisted Colby 
Police.

3:45 p.m. – Booked and released 
Janet Tabor.

4:28 p.m. – Released Frankie 
Stevens.

11:59 p.m. – Caller reported 
money taken.

Thursday
3 p.m. – Provided escort for 

Golden Plains boys basketball 
team from Rexford to County Rd. 
35 to U.S. 24 east.

6:22 p.m. – Arrest warrant 
served on Seth DeHart. Booked.

8:43 p.m. – Arrested Laura 
Murphy on warrant. Booked and 
released.

Friday
9:37 a.m. – Booked Kelly Kay 

Licking.
10:28 a.m. – Report filed on 

transport order by court.
10:42 a.m. – Released Kicking.
11:09 a.m. – Assisted Cobly Po-

lice at 1255 S. Range.
12:40 p.m. – Released Seth 

Ryan DeHart.
2:31 p.m. – Caller found pills 

in a student’s backpack. Spoke to 
reporting party. Information pro-
vided; nothing criminal.

7:24 p.m. – Caller reported ve-
hicle hit deer near U.S. 24 and 
County Rd. 26.

7:41 p.m. – Subject called and 
came to Law Enforcement Center 

to report another collision with 
deer near 2100 block of U.S. 24.

8:19 p.m. – Semi truck stuck in 
the ditch at Walmart parking lot. 
Towed by Butch’s.

9:42 p.m. – Oakley Police offi-
cer advised of medical emergency. 
Spoke with subjects; medical help 
on scene.

11:24 p.m. – Booked Thurman 
McDonald.

Saturday
5:35 a.m. – Released McDon-

ald.
7:37 a.m. – Dead deer in road-

way at K-25 mile 201 removed.
10:31 a.m. – Suspicious inci-

dent: Caller unable to wake sleep-
ing subject. Deputy woke subject, 
told to leave the premises.

11:56 a.m. – Request for civil 
standby. Information provided.

11:58 a.m. – Caller reported 
red van without any tag driving 
around. Unable to locate.

12:38 p.m. – 911 caller report-
ed subject trying to take vehicle. 
Handled by Colby Police.

2:13 p.m. – Report of items 
found in the area of 2200 block of 
K-25. Spoke with subjects, infor-
mation provided.

3:45 p.m. – 911 caller reported 
pickup and trailer at I-70 mile 41 
eastbound; truck was smoking un-
derneath. Subject was in median; 
had help coming.

6:22 p.m. – Call reported kids on 
go-carts in Brewster. Not found.

Sunday
12:23 p.m. – Took inmate to 

Larned State Hospital.
12:24 p.m. – Booked Ofelia Be-

tancourt.
2:49 p.m. – Released Betan-

court.
5:05 p.m. – Multiple officers as-

sisted Colby Police with burglary.
9:21 p.m. – Booked John Fredy 

Prieto.
Monday

1:38 a.m. – Booked Anthony J. 
Tupper.

2:25 a.m. – Booked Penny B. 
Lane.

7:12 a.m. – Released Tupper.
7:33 a.m. – Released Lane.
2:48 p.m. – Caller reported 

neighbor’s horses out at County 
Rd. 7 and 2.

4:33 p.m. – Released Mark Du-
lany.

7:44 p.m. – Caller reported 
trailer brake fire on I-70 at mile 
57. Assisted subjects.

Help stop pine wilt spread;
check trees for infection often
Clint Milliman

County Extension Agent
milliman@ksu.edu

The past few months you have probably heard or 
read more and more about pine wilt.  What is it and 
how do I know if I have it?    

The first and foremost question – is pine wilt here 
in Thomas County? The answer is no, at least for 
right now.  I have sent in a few samples suspected of 
pine wilt; all have come back negative. 

Jim Strine, northwest area forester, and I are moni-
toring the encroachment of pine wilt towards Thom-
as County. Some may remember one case of pine 
wilt in Thomas County in 2006. That specimen was 
eradicated and did not spread to surrounding trees. 
The vector was believed to be brought in by infested 
firewood from the eastern part of the state.

Pine wilt is caused by the pinewood nematode. The 
pine sawyer beetle, a long-horned borer, spreads the 
nematode, which feeds and multiplies in the tree’s 
resin canals, causing wilting and death in several 
weeks to several months. The nematode and bee-
tles winter in the infected tree. The beetles emerge 
around May 1, carrying nematodes to new trees and 
continuing the cycle of infection.

The disease is common in the eastern half of the 
state, and is spreading west naturally about 10 miles 
a year. The western edge of the infestation at this 
time is a line from Beloit to Hays to Medicine Lodge. 
However, there are a few scattered specimens just to 
the west of this line. 

Scots pines are particularly susceptible, and Scots 
pine plantings in eastern Kansas have been devas-
tated. Austrian, white, and mugo pines are also hosts, 
but are not as susceptible as Scots pine. Western 
Kansas is not yet infested, but there are occasional 
introductions on firewood or infested nursery stock.

Symptoms
In Kansas, new pine wilt infections are most ap-

parent from August to December. Trees wilt and die 
in a short period of time, from several weeks to a 
few months. 

In the first stages, the needles turn grey or green, 
then yellow and brown. The discoloration sometimes 
occurs branch by branch, sometimes all at once. The 

brown needles stay on the tree for up to a year after 
the tree has died. 

Another key symptom is reduced resin. During 
part of their life, the nematodes feed on plant cells 
in the tree’s resin canals, stopping the flow of resin. 
On a healthy tree, sticky resin bleeds from the site of 
a wound. If a tree has pine wilt the resin is often re-
duced or absent, and branches become dry or brittle.

Control
1. Sanitation. The most important step is sanita-

tion. If a tree is suspected to have pine wilt, take a 
sample to your local K-State Research and Exten-
sion office for submission to the K-State Plant Dis-
ease Diagnostic Lab. A sample should be a branch 
at least 2 inches in diameter and 6 to 8 inches long, 
taken from right against the trunk. Another option is 
a wedge or cross-section of trunk.

If the test is positive, the tree should be cut down 
as soon as possible – by May 1 at the latest – be-
fore the beetles emerge. April 1 is a better deadline 
to make sure no beetles emerge. Cut the tree to the 
ground; do not leave a stump. Chip or burn the wood 
immediately to destroy the beetles and nematodes. 
Do not save the wood for firewood.

2. Avoid stress. The beetles are attracted to 
drought-stressed trees. If possible, provide water 
during dry periods to prevent stress.

3. Prevent new infestations, especially in west-
ern Kansas. Do not import pine firewood from con-
taminated areas. Be wary of pine nursery stock from 
infested areas, and monitor nursery stock carefully. 
If pine wilt is introduced, remove the tree and con-
tinue to monitor surrounding pines to make sure it 
has not spread.

Careful scouting and sanitation can eliminate spo-
radic outbreaks before they get out of control. Con-
tact K-State, the Kansas Forest Service, or Kansas 
Department of Agriculture for assistance.

4. Avoid planting Scots pines. Choose an alterna-
tive tree. Scots pines are highly susceptible to pine 
wilt.

If you suspect you may have pine wilt or other 
problems with your pine trees, give Agriculture 
Agent Clint Miliman a call at the Thomas County 
Extension office, 460-4582, to get you trees as-
sessed.  

A one-hour webcast on “The 
Soil Health Paradigm: A Holistic 
Approach to Managing Manure in 
Agroecosystems” will be held at 
1:30 p.m. Friday, March 25.

The webcast is free to livestock 
producers, extension educators 
and others interested in the topic. 
Attendees should go to www.ex-
tension.org/pages/Live_Webcast_
Information on the day of the we-

bcast to download the speaker’s 
presentations and connect to the 
virtual meeting room. 

First-time viewers also should 
follow the steps at   www.exten-
sion.org/pages/How_Do_I_Par-
ticipate_in_a_Webcast%3F.

Ray Archuleta, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Natural Re-
source Conservation Service con-
servation agronomist, will lead a 

discussion on the science of soil. 
The webcast will be moderated by 
Bill Boyd, manure management 
team leader with the service.

The webcast is part of eXten-
sion’s Livestock and Poultry Envi-
ronmental Learning Center Educa-
tional Webcast Series. eXtension 
is an educational partnership of 
land grant universities across the 
country, including Kansas State. 

March webcast focus is soil health
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