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Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

She’s lanning
baby on demand

Dear Dr. Brothers: My wife and I really want
to have a baby. The problem is, she wants to
schedule the birth on a certain day. I think this is
nearly impossible; she’s convinced we can do it if
we try. She wants a Valentine’s Day baby, so our
conception date is all planned. This is driving me
a little nuts, and I am now worried about perfor-
mance anxiety. What can I do? — C.W.

Dear C.W.: It sounds as though you feel you
don’t have much power in this relationship, but in
reality you hold all the cards — your wife will not
have much recourse if you decide not to cooper-
ate. While there are many tools for planning the
timing of conception and the date of delivery, the
chances of everything working the way you want
are slim to none. Unless there is a medical reason
to schedule a birth, your wife’s doctor might take
adim view of such a thing and the odds of the due
date falling on Valentine’s Day — and the baby
cooperating — are slim.

If your wife is fortunate enough to get preg-
nant, it will be easy to calculate a due date at that
time, so she will get used to the idea of an alter-
native to her plan. But even then, a due date is
approximate. It sounds as though your wife could
use some prenatal classes to bring her up to speed
on the realities of pregnancy. In any case, there’s
no reason you can’t have a very special Valen-
tine’s Day next year — celebrating either a new
baby or a soon-to-be-born one. If neither of these
is appropriate, you still can celebrate your love
and the hopes you have for a family. For now, tell
your wife that you are excited to embark on this
journey with her, and leave the rest to fate.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband says I'm mi-
cromanaging our 7-year-old’s education, when I
think I'm just a concerned parent. We have the
means to send our son to a private school with
the best teachers, but I think they could be doing
more. | believe a parent has every right to suggest
her child’s curriculum. People are telling me to
butt out. Who’s right? — L.G.

Dear L.G.: It must be interesting to have
a young child and watch him learn, grow and
mature. Although there are fewer mandates for
private school curriculum, there are thought-out
plans teachers have put together for your child’s
education. Although your suggestions probably
are welcome in a parent/teacher meeting, your
best way of helping is to give your son’s teachers
information about his interests, abilities, difficul-
ties and dreams. The better they know him, the
more individualized attention they can give him.
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This is a logic-based num- |1/8|9]|3/6|4]7|2|5
ber placement puzzle. 3/6/219/5]7]|1]48]:
The goal is to enter a num- 417/51112/819/316}
ber, 1-9, ineach cell inwhich 7/3/118/915/4/6]2
6/5/412|3(1|8|7|9
each row, column and 3x3 ololgl7a6l513
regionmustcontainonlyone [gTgTel4111213817
instance of each numeral. 5117158 36|94
The solution to the last [gla|3|6|7/9|2/5]1 :

Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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There is a fine line between accepting the
school’s expertise, and “butting out.” If you
schedule a meeting with the teacher and the prin-

T CANT GET HULU ]

cipal, who can better explain the institution’s
educational philosophy, you may be less anxious
about your son’s academic success. Volunteering
in the classroom or with outside enrichment ac-
tivities also would help convince the school you
are there to help, not criticize. I’m sure the school
appreciates involved parents, and probably has
earned its great reputation by doing a good job
educating each student.

KERR SWES VRCO-ZAXKWCXN?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I[F A PASTOR DIRECTED
A FIERY SERMON AT SOMEBODY WHO’S
WEEPING, HE’D BE PREACHING TO THE CRIER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals I
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1 made the key move of cashing the ace of spades
CARELESS JERK] %ELEN&(AT GI(/;}P\Tg:l[O to reduce his own hand and dummy’s to only 29 30
AN COLD HAVE IBNT SAY [T, trumps and clubs before leading a second trump
/ to his queen.
. %EEP I/Al,;r %ﬁ%@ When both opponents followed to the sec-
; ONEpCERoK,| ond trump, Woolsey could finally feel certain of
: making the slam. He led a club, planning to play
dummy’s nine if West followed low, or dummy’s
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After playing the trump ace, Woolsey next

queen if West produced the ten or jack. East
would then be forced to return a club, yielding a
trick in that suit, or else concede a ruff-and-dis-
card. Either way, the slam was home.
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