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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 3/24

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 3/23

Thoughtful Defense
This deal features a fine play by a defender in 

a situation where it would have been very easy 
for him to do the wrong thing. The hero was 
West, who found the winning defense just when 
it seemed declarer was about to get safely home 
with his slam.

South won the queen-of-spades lead with the 
ace and could see two potential losers, one in 
spades and another in clubs. His only real hope 
lay in developing an endplay, so he embarked on 
the standard course of stripping his suits prior to 
throwing an opponent into the lead. After taking 
the first spade, he drew trumps, cashed the A-K 
of hearts and king of spades, then exited with a 
spade to West’s ten.

West had no trouble working out South’s origi-
nal distribution. The play to this point revealed 
that declarer had begun with five diamonds, three 
spades and the doubleton A-Q of hearts. (South 
could not have held three hearts, since he would 
not have wasted his queen on dummy’s king.)

This meant that declarer started with precise-
ly three clubs. If these included the K-Q, South 
had the rest of the tricks, while if he had just the 
queen, the slam was doomed no matter what West 
did next.

The critical case was where declarer had the 
king and East the queen. In that event, a heart or 
spade return would hand South the contract by 
presenting him with a ruff-and-discard. There-
fore, a club had to be led.

Had West made the normal return of a low 
club, dummy’s eight would have forced East’s 
queen and left declarer with a simple finesse 
against West’s jack. So West led the jack of clubs, 
and declarer was undone. Whether he won with 
dummy’s ace or let the jack ride around to his 
king, he could not avoid losing a club trick and 
so finished down one.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am very upset. After 
raising our children in a church, my husband and 
I were treated to them saying they aren’t going 
to Sunday school anymore – as if it were their 
decision! They are only 12 and 10, and we ex-
pect them to grow up in the church. Our question 
is, Should we discipline them or not, and if not, 
how do we get them back to church? I’m sure our 
friends wouldn’t understand this. – S.S.

Dear S.S.: I wouldn’t worry about what your 
friends will think if your kids take their religious 
education into their own hands. It isn’t the kind 
of thing that should be decided by a committee of 
your peers. This is a topic that is personal to your 
children, and one they are going to have to strug-
gle through – with your help. It is obvious some-
thing is going on at church – or away from it – to 
make your kids lose interest so suddenly. Perhaps 
they are just realizing they have choices in their 
lives, and are starting to assert themselves.

While it is important for you to keep your kids 
involved in the church, they deserve to have time 
to figure out what part religion – or your religion 
– may play in their lives the next few years. As 
they mature and learn more about religions, they 
may find elements of their religion that don’t ap-
peal to them. Or they may be having a bad reac-
tion to one or more of the church personnel. Try 
to suppress your anger and ask them what’s going 
on. The last thing you want to do is alienate them 
by insisting on blind acceptance of church.

Dear Dr. Brothers: We hired the perfect nan-
ny a few months ago, but now I wish I had found 
someone who wasn’t so much fun. She has my 
7-year-old daughter thinking they are best friends 
and because of my weight I am not able to do 
things they enjoy together. My husband thinks 
she is great, too. Should I just grit my teeth and 
keep her, even though my daughter likes her bet-
ter? It kills me to write that, but it’s true. – D.W.

Dear D.W.: This is a common problem among 
families who employ live-in or other full-time 
help with the children. In a way, it is better than 
finding out there is a personality conflict, or the 
nanny is not really warm or even qualified. Be-
lieve me, you’d be screaming louder if your child 
were crying about how mean the baby sitter was, 
or needed her mommy instead of the nanny. So 
look at this as a good problem and work through 
your jealousy. You might not want to put it so 
bluntly, but that’s what you are dealing with.

The first thing you need to do is not oversim-
plify your daughter’s emotions. While she is hav-
ing a grand time playing with this energetic and 
fun person, she hardly thinks of the nanny as a 
replacement for you. Think of it instead as a rela-
tionship like having a new best friend who never 
gets mad and walks away or likes another kid bet-
ter. The nanny is no mom, and it will be helpful 
for you to try to be more comfortable when your 
daughter likes or loves other people. No one can 
replace you, and as you become more mobile, 
you will have fun with your daughter as well.

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate 
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