
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 4/04

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 4/01

Famous Hand
A declarer’s path to success is often strewn with 

assorted pitfalls. One of declarer’s top priorities 
is to recognize these pitfalls when they arise and 
to do everything that can be done to avoid them. 

Today’s hand provides an illustration. The deal 
was played back in the ‘30s by Josephine Cul-
bertson, who was generally regarded as the top 
woman player of that era.  

She got to three notrump on the bidding shown, 
and West led the six of spades. Many declar-
ers would have mechanically played the ten or 
four of spades from dummy, but Mrs. Culbertson 
played the queen! 

East took the queen with the ace but now could 
not afford a spade return because of dummy’s 
ten. He therefore shifted to a heart, and again 
Mrs. Culbertson responded with the correct play. 
She went up with the ace and led the king of dia-
monds at trick three. 

East took the ace and led a heart to partner’s 
king, but he was fighting a losing battle. West re-
turned a spade through dummy’s 10-4, but Mrs. 
Culbertson won with the king and finished with 
10 tricks – one spade, three hearts, two diamonds 
and four clubs. 

Now let’s suppose that the first play from dum-
my had been the ten (or four) of spades. In that 
case, East would have played the jack (or seven) 
to force South’s king. Then, at some point later in 
the play, when West gained the lead with the king 
of hearts, his spade return through dummy’s Q-4 
would have set the contract. 

Similarly, had Mrs. Culbertson taken the tempt-
ing heart finesse at trick two, she would also have 
gone down after a spade return by West. It was 
only by avoiding both of these pitfalls that Mrs. 
Culbertson was able to make the contract.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: My father turned 91 this 
past summer. When we went to renew his license, 
he failed the entire test spectacularly. He’s pretty 
cognizant, but his sight is miles away from 20/20. 
He took this hard and moped around for a couple 
of weeks. Then it seemed as if his funk suddenly 
lifted. One morning I found out why: He was tak-
ing my car for joy rides in the morning before I 
even got up! I feel horrible that I scolded him like 
a child, but I don’t know what to do. – K.J.

Dear K.J.: This is a sad situation, but mostly it 
is a dangerous one. Your father is driving without 
a license, and if he can’t see well and has slow re-
actions because of his advanced age, he could be 
putting himself and others at risk when he goes 
out for a secret morning spin. I am sure you are 
aware of the dangers of letting this continue, and 
if you have to hide the keys, so be it. In the mean-
time, it is worth reflecting on what your father is 
feeling and finding out if there is an alternate way 
of helping him to feel independent and capable. 
As you know, a car represents freedom and also 
stands as a symbol that everything is OK – if you 
can still drive, you must not be too old or sick.

Losing driving privileges can be a severe blow 
to elderly people. Others welcome the end of the 
stress, especially if they have started to create 
accidents, gotten tickets or suffered near misses. 
You need to find other ways to make your dad 
feel competent and in control. Think about things 
he’s good at and ask him to teach you or your 
children a skill. Make sure someone is able to 
drive him so he doesn’t feel deprived.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I think I made the biggest 
mistake of my life when I tried playing match-
maker for my sister. I thought she would get 
along with this friend from work, but from what 
I hear, the first date was a nightmare. Now my 
sister got a job at the same place where my friend 
and I work, and it’s crazy. They both keep asking 
me what the other is saying about them, and it’s 
driving me nuts. I can’t cope, and want to go back 
to the way things were. – C.W.

Dear C.W.: You may be in for an even rougher 
time for a while, until both can forget about one 
another and move on. This might be a challenge, 
as the date was a nightmare. It could be one or 
both, far from being grateful, are trying to get 
even because they blame you for the first date 
train wreck. So by constantly reminding you of 
how awful it was, they are able to spread the pain 
around a little. That’s what you get for not seeing 
what a terrible match you were making!

There are a couple of ways to address this 
while you are waiting. You will have to talk to 
both and let them know how sorry you are the 
date didn’t work out, and that you misjudged how 
perfect they were for one another. Both are mad 
at you, and you can let them beat up on you a 
little bit, but make sure they know you don’t want 
to be in the middle of a war. Tell them you are re-
tiring from matchmaking! The next time you are 
tempted to put together a couple, remember you 
don’t have much of a track record, and turn your 
talents to something less risky.

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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