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Colby student chosen
for research internship

Raymond Velazquez, a Colby
Community College sopho-
more, has been selected to par-
ticipate in a prestigious research
project at Kansas State Univer-
sity. The Live Oak, Texas, na-
tive was one 10 students chosen
nationwide to be a part of the
K-State Chemistry Department
Biosecurity National Science
Foundation Research Experi-
ence for Undergraduates Pro-
gram this summer.

Velazquez will be provided
with the training and support to
participate in the 10-week proj-
ect, which runs from late May to
early August. Over 140 students
applied for the 10 summer posi-
tions. In addition to opportuni-
ties for independent research,
Velazquez will have access to
campus resources and a chance
to participate in several short
chemistry workshops.

He will receive a $4,500 sti-
pend for the 10-week program
and provided with housing close
to campus, a meal plan and up
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Do you know new health law?

It’s been just over a year since the federal
health care legislation known as the Affordable
Care Act was signed into law. The massive law
now on the books is the most comprehensive
federal health reform law since the passage of
Medicare back in the 1960s.

For most of the past year, state insurance
departments throughout the U.S. have been
straining to understand the parts and pieces of
the law. That’s because our national organi-
zation, the National Association of Insurance
Commissioners, was charged with working
through many of the law’s provisions as part
of our mission to help our states’ consumers.

Kansas Insurance Department staff mem-
bers have worked to understand what potential
impacts the law will have on Kansans. We do
that so we can do our job as insurance regula-
tors, which means first and foremost that we
want to help Kansas consumers know what
could change with their health insurance.

In the meantime, Kansans and the American
public in general have been subjected to media
and political bombardment of information —
and misinformation in some cases — regarding
what the law actually says. So, whether you
agree with the act or not, what do you as a citi-
zen actually understand about the law?

According to results from a nationwide
Kaiser Family Foundation survey, one in four
Americans — 25 percent — can score a “C” or

e Kansas Ins.
Commissioner

better (at least 7 questions correct on a 10-ques-
tion survey) when it comes to understanding
the law. Approximately 40 percent of Ameri-
cans correctly answered 5-6 questions, and 36
percent of Americans answered 0-4 questions
correctly on the same survey.

The survey was first conducted in Decem-
ber. You can go online to take your own quiz,
view how you did and find out what percent-
age of Americans taking the survey answered
correctly. Go to healthreform.kff.org/quiz-
zes/health-reform-quiz.aspx to take the quiz,
which can be completed in about 2-3 minutes.

From the survey results, it appears that we
could do our homework better when it comes
to knowing what’s in the most controversial
reform legislation in decades.

The one question Kansans and the rest of the
survey takers missed most was one that asked
if all businesses, even small ones, will have to
provide health insurance to their workers. The
law doesn’t do this, but only 25 percent of the

survey respondents knew that.

The law does not require employers to
provide health benefits, especially with em-
ployers who have fewer than 50 employees
(which is the majority of small businesses in
Kansas). However, it does impose penalties,
in some cases, on large employers (those with
50 or more workers) who do not provide in-
surance to their workers or provide coverage
that is “unaffordable.”

The question that received the second-fewest
correct answers was one that asked if the law
creates a new government-run insurance plan
to be offered along with private plans. Only 27
percent of survey takers knew that was not the
case. The law does expand Medicaid to cover
more lower-income people, however, and tax
credits would be provided under the law to
make private health insurance more affordable
for some.

Turge Kansans to take the test for themselves
and find out what the major facts are about the
legislation. Along with the correct answers is a
link to find out more about each question.

After completion — even if you still have the
opinion about the law that you had before tak-
ing the survey — you can give yourself a pat
on the back for thinking critically about one of
today’s most challenging issues.

to $500 for travel expenses to
and from the university.

Velazquez is the first mem-
ber of his family to attend col-
lege. In addition to excelling in
the classroom at Colby, he is
a member of the Trojan cross
country and track squads. He
was on the President’s Honor
Roll for fall 2010 with a perfect
4.0 grade average. He was also
named as a member of the Kan-
sas Jayhawk Community Col-
lege Conference All-Academic
team.

“This is a tremendous oppor-
tunity for me,” said Velazquez.
“I’d like to thank my chemis-
try instructor, Dr. Chad Magee,
and biology instructor, Lowell

Raymond Velazquez has
been active as a member
of the Trojan cross country
and track squads and was
named as a member of the
Kansas Jayhawk Commu-
nity College Conference All-
Academic team.

Coon, for their encouragement
and assistance in applying for
this internship. They are great
teachers and were instrumen-
tal in my selection to this pro-
gram.”

College team leads Cowpokes

The Colby Community College
Equestrian Team will be leading
the Cowpokes session for youth
7 through 12 at the High Plains
Horseman’s Day Saturday, April
16, at the Logan County Fair-
grounds in Oakley.

The class, from 9 to 10:45 a.m.,

will teach kids all about the horse.
Horses will be available for hands-
on activities. Preregistration is re-
quired by Friday.

To register or for information,
contact the Thomas County Ex-
tension Office at (785) 460-4582
or go to www.thomas.ksu.edu.

On the Beat

COLBY POLICE
Saturday

2:25 am. — Alarm: spoke to
clerk; drunk subject in store. Sub-
ject called family to pick her up.

3:08 a.m. — Subject reported
wallet taken. Lost or mislaid prop-
erty report filed.

10:05 a.m. — Parking complaint:
caller had questions on vehicle.

1:35 p.m. — Subject came to sta-
tion for recovered wallet. Turned
over to owner; no report.

2:21 p.m. — Dog at large in back
yard. Unable to catch.

2:37 p.m. — Caller reported in-
jured dog at large. Turned over to
animal clinic.

3:05 p.m. — Caller reported drug
paraphernalia left in guest room.
Report filed.

5:12 p.m. — Assisted Sheriff’s
Office.

7:09 p.m. — Caller reported sub-
jects at Fike Park stole skateboard.
Report filed.

8:22 p.m. — Caller reported fight
in progress. Spoke with subjects;
everything OK.

11:36 p.m. — Security check at

Twister’s.
Sunday

7:36 a.m. — Caller reported stray
dog contained in garage. Turned
over to animal clinic.

12:17 p.m. — Caller reported
decorative deer in yard damaged.

4:46 p.m. — Walk through at 285
E. Fifth.

6:19 p.m. — Nurse reported a
dog bite.

6:54 p.m. — Accident in parking
lot at 115 W. Willow.

Monday

12:30 a.m. — Security check at
Walmart.

8:13 a.m. — Spoke to subject on
phone about identity theft; infor-
mation provided.

9:41 a.m. — Funeral block.

12:04 p.m. — Transported pris-
oner for Sheriff’s Office.

1:16 p.m. — Provided traffic
blocks for ambulance.

4:55 p.m. — Report of lost cell
phone near 1075 W. Fifth.

5:36 p.m. — Removed debris
from roadway in the 1600 block
of S. Franklin.

8:57 p.m. — Report of two dogs

at large at Franklin and Hill. Not
found.
Tuesday

2:18 a.m. — Supplement filed to
report on car theft March 20. Vic-
tim was contacted by the Wichita
Police Department. Vehicle re-
moved from National Crime In-
formation Center.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Friday

10:17 p.m. — Assisted Colby Po-
lice with domestic battery call.

10:25 p.m. — Arrested Laura
Murphy on warrant.

11:49 p.m. — Booked Justin S.
Downs.

Saturday

3:16 p.m. — Caller preparing
to move, had possession of oth-
er’s property in Thomas County.
Spoke with subjects; information
provided.

4:55 p.m. — Caller reported sub-
jects knocking on house in viola-
tion of protection from abuse or-
der. Report filed.

5:33 p.m. — Caller reported
subjects at abandoned farmstead.

Spoke with subjects.

5:35 p.m. — Caller reported
trash and other items dumped in
pasture. Report filed.

8:08 p.m. — Motorists having
vehicle trouble in the 2300 block
of U.S. 24. Provided escort to en-
sure safe arrival in Colby.

Sunday

9:47 a.m. — Assisted Rexford
Fire Department.

6:32 p.m. — All OK on report of
suspicious vehicle driving in field
northeast of U.S. 83 and County
Rd. J. Was landowner.

Monday

9:23 a.m. — Third-party report of
rollover accident on U.S. 24 about
five miles west of Colby.

10:41 a.m. — Report filed for
protective custody.

1:16 p.m. — Provided traffic
block for ambulance.

3:28 p.m. — Booked Damen Jus-
tin Siruta.

8:49 p.m. — Caller advised
transformer sparking on pole in
the 2900 block of County Rd. G.
Police contacted Midwest Energy.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Andrea or Kathryn today at 462-3963.

ROOFMASTERS

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
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Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply
IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems

Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems
Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

Giveit a try!

See what the Business Directory can do for you!

We make insurance =

o —

premium for simplified bill paying

policy for your home, vehicles and other possessions

deductible for all covered possessions damaged in a single occurrence
company with a reputation of honesty and fair-dealing

agent to handle it all for you

r- FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES
.

Insurance « Investments

www.fbfs.com
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David Browne il
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Auto | Home | Life | Business | College | Retirement

Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company*,

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Affiliates
*Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2010 FBL Financial Group, Inc. MCO11 (5-10)

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

/" (800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial ° Residentia! * Free Estimates

Bankruptcy Questions?
Call Toll Free (800) 864-4619
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200 W 13th - Hays, KS

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file
for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Louhge

Colf season is here. Come join in the
fun at our new low season pricee!

Meadowlake Golf Course, Restaurant and Lounge are
public facilities, not private - everyone welcome.

Restaurant and Lounge are open
Monday - Saturday
Prime Rib, Salad Bar and Desert Special
Saturday night

SMERvow Lake

OURSE & RESTAURANT

1085 E Golf Club Rd. * Colby, KS

THOMAS
ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Representing many companies to * For great coverage

provide all your insurance needs: and customer
service contact me!

¢ Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV

e Farm and Crop Insurance

e Commercial Property, Automobiles

e General Liability, Workers Compensation
e Inland Marine, Builders Risk

e Auto Service Shops

¢ Body Shop and Collision Repair

e Contractors

® Restaurants

e Salons and Day Spas

e Strip Malls, Condominiums

e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

P.O. Box 506 « 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 . Fax: 785-462-3752

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com « www.thomascountyins.com

NEED EXTRA MONEY?

Be a Newspaper Carrier!

Check out all these GREAT Incentives!

* Sign on bonus after 3 mo.
* Bonus for new subscribers
* Various sized routes

* 1-2 hrs, 4 times a week

* Weekends always off

* Friendly customers

Call us or Stop by

CoLBy

i FREE PRrESS

155 W. 5th Street * 785.462.3963
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