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Skill at pool gets

too complicated

Dear Dr. Brothers: I'm a 17-year-old senior
in high school. My father loves to play pool, and
showed me how to play when I was very small.
I’ve become very good. I’'m not bragging when I
say I’ve never lost a game. But Dad has been tak-
ing me places and betting on me and it’s making
me feel weird. Sometimes it’s a lot of money. I
feel creepy. — G.S.

Dear G.S.: There are a couple of issues that
come to mind. First, you are a minor living under
your parents’ roof, and that has to figure into your
responses. Surely you must be thinking about
what will happen after high school, and whether
you are going to college or getting a job and mov-
ing. Can you see where I am going with this? The
easiest way to stop it is to make yourself scarce.
If that’s not an option, you may want to confront
your father. It is possible he’s so proud of you he
doesn’t see his actions as exploitive — which they
are. You must let him know how you feel.

The next issue is a rather sticky one, since it
involves betting and money. Whether or not it is
morally or legally correct — and even winnings
from gambling are supposed to be declared at
income-tax time — there is a question of whose
money it is, or should be. Is your father pocket-
ing his winnings when you play? Or is he sharing
with you or giving it to you or investing it in your
future? These are questions you shouldn’t hesi-
tate to address with your father. Let him know

Dear M.L.: You need to decide what you want
from your friendships: undying loyalty to you or
acceptance of you and your husband as a couple
— enjoying your unique personalities and the di-
versity you bring to the table. You would be put
out if your friends had rejected your mate.

It seems there could be jealousy here. Though
you love your husband, the balance of power
meant he was supposed to be quiet and unassum-
ing while you were more flamboyant. As long as
he remained in his place, you were happy, but for
him to garner more attention is upsetting because
it messes with the dynamics of the relationship.
So, there’s no point in bemoaning the fact that
things aren’t as they should be, for even if you
decided to get a new set of friends, the problem
would remain. You need to be flexible enough to
accept changes in relationships, and find a way to
enjoy your husband’s newfound popularity with-
out feeling it detracts from your own.
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“Mommy, listen to this. Daddy’s
using his head to tell a story
‘stead of a book!”
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Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: WHEN SOMEONE
WORKS LONG AND HARD WRITING A USER’S
HOW-TO BOOK, I THINK THAT’S MANUAL LABOR.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals L

Bridge e steve Becker
Crossword e Eugene Sheffer
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