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Dear Readers: What do DATES ON FOOD
really mean? Per the United States Department
of Agriculture: “There is no uniform or univer-
sally accepted system used for food dating in the 4-}3
United States. Although dating of some foods is gz sikemene
required by more than 20 states, there are areas wwwfamilycircus.com
of the country where much of the food supply has  “Mommy, | can go to the store right
some type of open date and other areas where al-  NOW! randma didn’t send me a
most no food is dated.” check, she sent me REAL money!”

Here’s a quick list of food-date definitions:

1. The “sell by” date is the last date the product o
should be sold,yand it should be removeﬁi from conceptls sudOku ® Dave Green

store shelves after that date.
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2. The “use by” date lets the consumer know 2 8
the last date to use the product while at its peak )
quality. This date is helpful if you taste the item 4 1 3 f
N . and find it stale before that date stamped. You k|
Blondie ° Chic Young usually can call the manufacturer and get your 7 3 f%
YOURE WE'RE MASCOTS WE WANT Y'KNOW, A BURGER-| | YOU money refunded. 4 6 9 5 7 g
e s el " e s e e b
HAMBLRGER MONTH... [F| FOR OUR A GROOMSHEN _{ |WEIRD, HUH? which the item should be consumed in order to | 7/ 6 93 £
£l { weooe! DRESSED AS ;/ ensure the best flavors or quality. B
% > ) BURGERS! All dates are important on the products we use. 2 1 7 6 4 Z
R ~Te Hope this helps make sense of them. — Heloise E
SEND A GREAT HINT TO: 5 3 |2
3 Heloise g
P.0. Box 795000 4 8 z
13 £ San Antonio, TX 78279-5000 =
g U BLUEBERRIES AND BANANAS 8 5 6 2 4 &
g 3 Dear Heloise: When I purchase too many ba- Difficulty Level % % % 43
of | £ nanas but don’t want to toss them after they ripen 7.0 logic-based num- [9]1]5]63]2][8]7 4

too far, I peel them, cut in half, wrap in plastic, ber placement puzzle. 3/8/2|4|9]7|1]6[5]:
Hagar the Horrible ®* Chris Browne then put into freezer bags. When I serve blueber- 7 , goal is to enteranum- 161417]815/1|3/9]2|

ries (frozen), I open a banana, cut it into disks or ber 1-9. ineach cellinwhich 4|/9(1(3|6|8|2|5

PolLy WANTS NOW, IF Yol HAVE SOME quarter the disks and add them to the blueberries. .y ro’w, column and 3x3 |21 713]1114/5]6]8

A CRAGER CHEESE ANP A BOTTLE No more wasted bananas. Sometimes we drop regionmust containonly one 568(7/2/9/41

OF VINTAGE MERLOT WELL the fruit into milk or juice (keeps it cold). We all ; h I 1131912/ 716/5/4

BE IN BUSINESS... love it! — S.G. in Omaha, Neb. m;;?:iig{éi; ;z)m:;;r? a. st ; : 2 g ? g 3 g

DEVILED EGGS e

Sudok leis atright.
Dear Heloise: I often make only a few deviled uaokiprzie s atrs

) eggs, and have found that a quick, easy way to
K ) mash the yolks is by putting each half of the yolk *
— B \ = through my garlic press. Results are uniform and cryptoqulp
=\ X lump-free. — Josephine W. in Chesapeake City,
O AT Md.
C EC ¢

4-13

“Egg”-cellent hint, and when we tested it, the
yolk was pretty pulverized. It may need to be X Q T2 0 FTHRBDF OATHN
mashed a little more if you want a really smooth

Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters consistency. — Heloise
[5 CONGRESS STILL {YEAH, BUT NOW THEY'RE " AND THIS IS PEELING POTATOES RF RFFDTP NB NQT XQBAT

Dear Heloise: Here is a hint for an easy and

CUTTING THE FUNDING TRYING TO SHOW M(rl LEFT quick way to peel potatoes: Line the sink or coun-
T D THEY'RE er first (to make cleanup easy) to catch the peel-
@ SF'IQRREEI"I,'EGSSEQEQE heeRs W'NG"'THE Engs. l\tfegd, slice the potle)ltoesyi)ntto 1/t4—intch gr so XBHAP ’ R YDTEF N Q ON @

NOT S0 LIBERAL..
- rounds. Use a small knife and, keeping the sharp

edge away from you, remove the skins. The po-

tato skins come off easily in almost no time! I XBDAP GT YABGOA XOHZRZY.

prefer this method to using a potato peeler. — Bar-

bara in California

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F SOMEONE WANTS
TO MAKE A BASKETBALL HIT NOTHING BUT

Barbara, your hint, which was 'Heloise Central- NET, I SUPPOSE THAT’S SWISHFUL THINKING.
tested, does seem to make it easier to peel, espe-

cially if you have difficulty holding a large po- ) . .
tato. We, however, held the paring knife inward, TOday $ nyptoqlllp Clue: F equals S

and it went much faster. — Heloise
sauy Forth ° Greg Howard (c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc. crossword e Eugene Sheffer

WHAT2! OF COURSE I'D LOVE TO BE = WHAT2! . SEFSS%E 9 YOU LOVE DROPPING 7] IS BEEN
HR DIRECTOR AGAIN! 2= 2 THESE LITTLE A TENSE FEW : ACROSS 41 Absorb 2 Frau’s 26 Needle
BUT WHAT ABOUT 7 HE'S LEAVING MONTH. € | BOMBSHELLS, 5 vonms, sa. | Bridge e Steve Becker 1 Neverthe-  eagerly man case
\ RALPHZ ATHE COMPANY. § DON'T YOUZ I FIND MY FUN East dealer. less, for 43 Be too 3 Killer 27 Gull's
: ‘é RF WHERE I CAN. Both sides vulnerable. short fond of, whale cousin
) ,E?lguég 4 4 Head with “on” 4 Water 28 Former
% Y64 light? 44 — -relief pipes German
5 ¢ Q32 8 Bigfoot’s 46 Insurrec- 5 Plant chancel-
i WEST*7 : EAST cousin tionist bristle lor
H *Q2 a3 12 That girl 50 Picture 6 Main- Helmut
g ¥Q832 YAKJ10975 13 Unpaid tube lander’s 29 Notion
3 ;leo i 565 14 Verve 55 Seine memento 30 Tide
3 SOUTH 15 Curved liquid 7 Stench type
— MA1065 line 56 Divisible 8 Syco- 31 Part of
:;Kg 65 16 Variety of by two phants AD.
WHAT DO YOU MEAN RALPH'S LEAVING HE WANTS THE TIME #K 942 paper 57 — and 9 Wapiti 35 Streep,
THE COMPANY?2 OFF TO OPEN A LITTLE The bidding: 18 Destruc- crafts 10 Skater for one
) / BUSINESS WITH HIS Edvst E(Q‘llt“h ‘]’)Vgl&et Ilj;’;;h tion 58 Donkey Babilonia 38 Flemish
:ECIE)LNEBIIE’II:AEI% GIRLFRIEND. gass  Redble  All Pass! :(1) ’\E/Idge 59 O_bt_a!ns 11 Hostel _ painter
- pening lead — two of hearts. oist 60 Bikini 17 Pen point 40 Haw
= u" A, . . 24 Jaunty parts 19 LPs’ suc- preceder
> , A Gigantic Catastrophe chapeau 61 To cessors 42 —de
Today’s hand deals with a matter that should 28 pemo- the — 22 Cripple deux
be discussed by any regular partnership, namely, cratic degree 23 Intellec- 45 Wound
how to proceed after an opponent opens the bid- Republic tual cover
ding with four of a major and you have the val- of the DOWN pretender 47 Succo-
ues to compete but don’t know which suit to bid. Congo 1 Dissolve 25 Castle tash com-
Some partnerships play that a double in this situa- capital ponent
tion is for penalties, while others treat the double 32 :Day heed  Solution time: 21 mins. 48 tF:ght 0”9
. . as takeout. Some even play that a double of four ° A[JTA[RIO]L s[r[s € map:
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts hearts is for takeout (legvizg space for partner to 33 F.Emig '\F’,' 2 'T = ': T i E E gg ;uxuamus
. . . rioute ma
OKAY, T0DD, THINK .. IF ou Y00 CAN DO THI‘:‘:,TODD.) A f WHO |$ THIS lf)ld fourlstpades), while a double of four spades is 34 Com- 2 S M[1]C barrel
HAD FIVE PIECES OF CANDY WHAT WOULD You HAVE? HISSY /“ERIEND" WHO TOOK| owﬁna tiles.d bl 1d be £ ties. £ mune of 51 “—
AND You GAVE YouR FRIEND FOUR PIECE5 oF en the double wou ¢ for penalties, four Tuscany Got a
FOUR PiECES OF CANDY, You MY CANDY, ANYWAY notrump is used as a takeout, asking partner to 36 “— Town” Secret”
WOULD HAVE,..? N Hu ) +| bid his best suit. Naturally, the four-notrump bid- 37 Get wind 52 Profit
& o : der should have substantial high-card values for of 53 Hockey
@ g g this bid, since he is forcing his partner to respond 39 Lollipop [ great
2 9 on the five-level. Guild ! Bobby
2 E Once upon a time, many years ago, the legend- member Yesterday’s answer 4-13 54 Sch. org.
5 % g ,./‘) ary Harry Fishbein was playing in a high-stakes [~ T2 |3 2 16 Ts 7 8 o Ti0 N1
g | rubber-bridge game opposite a similarly illustri-
® a \¢ ous partner and held the South hand. His four-
413 E 9 notrump bid was well below par; he should have

had at least three or four more high-card points.

i ® _Tj gm His famous partner had never heard of four
Zits Jim Bor an & Jerry Scott notrump being used as a takeout bid in this situa-

NOMATTER WH A‘HQA:( tion, and so failed to bid five spades over West’s

INTHIS CLASS ITCOMES double of four notrump. Fishbein’s redouble was
OUT WEIRD intended to emphasize that he still wanted his

partner to choose a suit. But again North failed
=S, to bid five spades (which was ice-cold). So Fish-
bein played the hand at four notrump redoubled,
and lost seven hearts and three clubs to go down
seven — 4,000 points!

The next day, North was overheard telling a
friend about the gigantic catastrophe. “Imagine
that Fishbein,” he said. “I didn’t even open my
mouth, and he goes down 4,000!”
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