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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service

% High Wind Watch %

Tonight: Cloudy. Very windy.
A chance of light rain showers
in the evening, then a slight
chance of light snow and light
rain after midnight. Lows in the
lower 30s. Northwest winds 25
to 35 mph increasing to 35 to 40
mph after midnight. Gusts up to
50 mph. Chance of precipitation
50 percent.

Friday: Very windy. Mostly
cloudy with a 20 percent chance
of light rain or light snow in the
morning, then mostly sunny in
the afternoon. Highs in the up-
per 40s. North winds 30 to 40
mph.

Friday Night: Mostly clear.
Breezy. Lows in the upper 20s.
Northwest winds 15 to 25 mph
decreasing to 10 to 15 mph after
midnight.

Saturday: Mostly sunny. Not
as cool. Highs in the mid 60s.

Saturday Night and Sunday:
Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper
30s. Highs in the mid 60s.

Sunday Night and Monday:
Mostly cloudy. Lows in the upper
30s. Highs in the lower 60s.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy
with a 30 percent chance of light
rain showers. Lows in the upper
30s.

Tuesday through Wednes-
day: Mostly cloudy with a 20
percent chance of light rain
showers. Highs in the mid 50s.
Lows in the mid 30s.

Wednesday: High, 68; Low 35

Precip: Wed.  0.00 inches
Month: 0.02 inches
Year: 1.01 inches
Normal:  3.98 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

Friday 7:.07 a.m. 8:22 p.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

School pride
a non-starter

at Ohio polls

MARIETTA, Ohio (AP) — Vot-

State wants teacher fingerprints

TOPEKA (AP) — The Kansas
state Department of Education
wants added security measures for
public schools, including finger-
printing about 40,000 educators
licensed before 2003.

Pam Coleman, director of
teacher education and licensure
for the department, told members
of the state Board of Education
on Wednesday that around 40,000
teachers and administrators re-
ceived their state licenses before
2003, when fingerprints and back-
ground checks became manda-
tory.

“We do have to get everyone
fingerprinted who is not,” Cole-
man said. “I think we can do that
in a practical way.”

She said the department also
would like the see regular Kan-

sas Bureau of Investigation back-
ground checks for teachers and
enrollment in the bureau’s Rap
Back program, The Topeka Cap-
ital-Journal reported. Coleman
and department lawyers said they
want background checks conduct-
ed every five years, when a teacher
applies for license renewal.

Coleman and the legal staff
said the stricter regulations are
designed to turn up offenses that
could lead to revocation of a
teaching license sooner.

Representatives for the state’s
teacher union, however, said
changes to the current regulations
aren’t needed if superintendents
and county and district attorneys
would report arrests sooner and
more consistently to the depart-
ment, as required by law.

“We want immediate report-
ing,” said Peg Dunlap, director
of instructional advocacy at the
Kansas National Education As-
sociation. “We believe that such
timely and contemporaneous no-
tification is vastly preferable to a
fingerprint-background check ev-
ery five years.”

Board chairman Dave Dennis of
Wichita said he supports the pro-
posed requirements.

“I served my country for 29
years, and I had to get fingerprint-
ed to do that,” he said. “I don’t see
a problem with someone getting
fingerprinted. If you haven’t done
anything wrong, you have nothing
to worry about.”

Board members are expected to
take up the proposed changes in
June.

Saturday in

From “TEA PARTY,” Page 1

shortfalls that are affecting all
Kansan’s and will for many
years, Klemm said. The school
budget faces sizable cuts. The
state worker retirement fund
is massively underfunded ($8
billion — the second worst in
the nation), leaving many state
government workers in doubt
about the value of the retirement
promised to them, he said.

Rep. Billinger’s firsthand ex-
perience in the Kansas budget
process should prove to be of
interest to all Kansas voters, he

Tea party to meet

Goodland

said.

Following Billinger’s com-
ments, time will be allotted for
people to talk as they see fit,
Klemm said. The event will
wrap up with a Freedom March
around the Sherman County
courthouse.

This event is sponsored by the
nonpartisan High Plains Consti-
tutional Society, which Klemm
described as a group of citizens
concerned about the decline of
America.

For information, call Klemm
at (785) 899-5804.

Governor signs law loosening regulations on telecom giant

By John Hanna
AP Political Writer

TOPEKA - Kansas Gov. Sam
Brownback announced Wednes-
day that he’ll sign a bill loosening
regulation of AT&T Inc., and his
spokeswoman said the measure
helping the state’s largest provider
of local telephone service should
improve the state’s business cli-
mate.

Critics of the bill believe it
could lead to higher monthly bills
for thousands of Kansans who
want only a single landline in
their homes. The measure cleared
the Legislature with large, bipar-
tisan majorities, but some rural
lawmakers were among its biggest
critics.

The bill makes it easier for
AT&T to avoid a state cap on rates
for stand-alone, local landline ser-
vice that still apply in many areas
it serves. The measure still limits
rates for poor families in a state
“lifeline” program and says prices
for basic local service in rural ar-
eas can’t be higher than those in
urban areas.

Brownback scheduled a bill-
signing ceremony for Thursday
afternoon at an AT&T facility
in the Kansas City-area suburb
of Mission, with legislators and
Steve Hahn, the president of the
company’s Kansas operations, ex-
pected to attend. The law will take
effect July 1.

“This legislation will help mod-
ernize communication policies
in our state, and we also believe
also increase the opportunities
for investment in broadband and
in wireless, at no expense to the
taxpayer,” Brownback spokes-

woman Sherriene Jones-Sontag
said Wednesday.

But David Springe, consumer
counsel for the Citizens” Utility
Ratepayers Board, a state agency,
said the changes will hurt from
25 percent to 30 percent of con-
sumers who want only basic lan-
dline service. He said many of
them are elderly, and Kansas “has
thrown these poor customers to
the wolves.”

“There’s no question prices are
going to go up,” he said. “That’s
the only reason the bill is there.
There is one area in telecommu-
nications that is not completely
deregulated.”

A 2006 state law deregulated
prices for bundles of services that
include wireless, Internet access,
cable television or other video. It
also deregulated prices for local
landline service in AT&T’s big-
gest exchanges, Kansas City, To-
peka and Wichita.

The same law said the Kansas
Corporation Commission, which
regulates utilities, could deregu-
late prices for local service in an
exchange at a provider’s request,
if the company showed competi-
tion existed.

A commission report in Feb-
ruary showed 59 of AT&T’s ex-
changes have been deregulated
and 75 remain under a price cap,
most of them with fewer than
5,000 landlines. The cap limits
annual rate increases for a single,
stand-alone residential landline
and up to four business landlines
to the rate of inflation.

The new law says when a ser-
vice provider has a majority of
landlines in deregulated exchang-
es, it can apply to have prices in

all of them deregulated. So far,
only AT&T qualifies.

AT&T officials have said the
new law will make Kansas’ regu-
lation similar to that in other states
— and to Kansas’ regulation of ca-
ble companies and other potential
competitors.

“The investment can go in areas
consumers are increasingly in,”
said AT&T spokesman Aaron Cat-
lin. “It allows the overall policy to

encourage growth.”

Supporters of the bill note that
consumers are moving away from
landlines and toward wireless.

The commission report said
the number of wireless subscrib-
ers in Kansas grew by 37 percent
between December 2005 and De-
cember 2009, to almost 2.5 mil-
lion. AT&T has about 560,000 lan-
dlines, down from nearly 900,000
in 2005.

1.0CAL TV LISTINGS

Backers of the bill say they be-
lieve prices for basic local landline
service aren’t likely to rise quick-
ly, arguing that steep increases in
urban areas will cost AT&T cus-
tomers.

But Rep. Forrest Knox, an Al-
toona Republican who opposed
the bill, said many rural custom-
ers don’t have the product choices
that urban ones do.
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