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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with

a low around 36. West wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 72. West wind around 15
mph.

Thursday Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 43.
West wind around 10 mph be-
coming south.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 81. Breezy, with a
south wind between 15 and 20
mph, with gusts as high as 30
mph.

Friday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Partly cloudy and
breezy, with a low around 39.

Saturday: A chance of show-
ers. Partly sunny and breezy,
with a high near 58. Chance of
precipitation is 30 percent.

Saturday Night: A 20 per-
cent chance of showers. Mostly
cloudy and breezy, with a low
around 35.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 60.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 34.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 63.

Monday: High, 49; Low 33

Tuesday: High, 62; Low 36

Precip: Monday 0.35 inches

Tuesday  0.41inches
Month: 1.89 inches
Year: 2.88 inches
Normal: 3.98 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)

Public shares views with courts commission

From “PUBLIC,” Page 1

in some areas. Walker said it is nice to have
a local judge, Wallace County’s judge has
been in place for eight years, but the state
is paying him full time for about two days
of work. She suggested either making the
position part time, scaling down the county
to two magistrate judges or sharing a judge
with a neighboring county.

“I don’t want to lose access to a judge,”
she said, “but I don’t believe we need to
have judges tied to certain counties.”

Hoxie lawyer Ken Eland disagreed, say-
ing counties would get less-qualified judges
if the positions were made part time.

Eland also said ready access to title re-
cords is key for his practice. During last
year’s court furloughs, he was unable to
get information, such as if a judgement had
been made on a title before closure, which
is a potential liability for him.

“Service is what’s important, and some-
times that costs money,” he said.

Eland suggested that raising taxes may
be necessary to maintaining essential gov-
ernment services. Douglas Spencer, an
Oakley lawyer, said that had also occurred
to him, but he was not sure how much of an
increase would be necessary. People need
to know that raising taxes is an option, he
said, so that they have the choice when they
vote.

“If we want to keep these nice things
that we have, we have to pay for them,” he
said.

Spencer suggested returning responsibil-
ity for magistrate judges to the counties.
Counties would likely pay them less and
reduce hours he said, but the burden would
no longer be put on the state.

“The bottom line is the state is looking to
cut judges,” he said, “and that ought to be
in the counties’ hands.”

Walker said that some of the northwest
counties, such as Wallace and Logan, can’t
raise much money with taxes because of
how farmland is valuated. Residential and

commercial property owners pay the lion’s
share of the taxes, and the low-population
counties don’t have enough of those to gen-
erate a lot of revenue.

“I'm afraid of dumping the burden on
counties until we can fix that,” she said.

Spencer was also concerned about state-
required technology upgrades. Counties are
having trouble as it is maintaining comput-
ers, he said, and would the state provide
continuing support or just pay for the up-
grades?

Hoxie business owner Ed Heim said it is
important to keep the court system local,
because it is tough on businesses if their
employees have to be gone to appear in
court. Heim suggested that a lot of the case
load could be handled by magistrate judges,
rather than district judges.

“The governor just signed a bill encour-
aging people to move to rural counties,” he
said. “I don’t think we need to be taking
jobs out of rural counties.”

Nancy Gladin, Logan County District

Court clerk, said court employees are wor-
ried about losing their jobs. She said she
appreciated technology, and there is a sav-
ings when records don’t have to be copied,
but it would take a lot of manpower to put
all the records on computer.

“And what happens when the internet
goes down?” she asked.

Williams thanked the audience as the
meeting ended, saying he hoped their sug-
gestions would go into the Supreme Court’s
recommendations to the legislature.

Eland suggested the commission hold
more public meetings when they have
formed a recommendation for the Supreme
Court, because it is difficult for the public
to give a good opinion when they don’t
know what is going on.

“I appreciate what you’re trying to do,”
he said, “but I think it’s ahead of where it
needs to be.”

Williams said if anyone had any more
input, they could send an e-mail to kscourt-
studybrc@kscourts.org.

Fate of Kansas Arts Commission rests with governor

From “GOVERNOR,” Page 1

Arts Commission but providing
$200,000 to the Kansas State His-
torical Society, funds that could
then go to the new, private foun-
dation.

House Speaker Mike O’Neal, a
Hutchinson Republican, noted that
the setup Brownback proposed is
similar to how the state oversees
other humanities programs.

“You eliminate the state gov-
ernment footprint part of it and
any added expense that goes with
that,” O’Neal said.

Brownback sought the change
as part of initiatives he argued
would make state government
more efficient and save taxpay-
ers money. Arts advocates con-
tend the move would cost Kansas
as much as $1.2 million a year in
federal arts funds, something the
governor and his staff dispute.

Last month, the Senate killed
an executive reorganization order

making the changes, effective July
1. But the private foundation al-
ready has formed, and Brownback
could get much of what he sought
if he simply vetoed the Arts Com-
mission’s entire budget.

Overriding his veto would
take two-thirds majorities in both
chambers, something that’s not
likely.

Brownback spokeswoman Sher-
riene Jones-Sontag would say only
that the governor will “carefully
consider and review” any budget
for the commission approved by
legislators.

But Senate President Steve
Morris, a Hugoton Republican,
said Brownback has indicated that
a veto is “a strong possibility,”
and O’Neal said he’d be shocked
if Brownback didn’t strike the
money.

Senate leaders expect their
negotiators to fight for the Arts
Commission funding and see it as
an important budget issue.

Scott County loses commissioner in crash

SCOTT CITY (AP) — One of
four family members killed Friday
in a plane crash north of Topeka
is being remembered as an up-
and-coming leader in Scott City,
where he was a Scott County com-
missioner and member of several
community boards.

Dylan Spencer, 35, of Scott
City, was piloting a small plane
when it crashed into a muddy
field three miles north of Topeka.
His wife, Amy, 34, and their two
daughters, 7-year-old Chase and
5-year-old Ansley, also died in the
crash. They were on their way to
visit Amy Spencer’s family near
Topeka and celebrate Easter.

“He was a young person that
was very active in the communi-
ty,” Larry Hoeme, a fellow Scott
County commissioner, said of Dy-
lan Spencer. “He is one that will
be missed for years to come. He
was one of the young leaders of
the community. It’s devastating.”

Dylan Spencer spent more than
three years as a member of the
Scott City’s City Commission,
and also was one the county eco-
nomic development board and the
Municipal Airport board. Amy
Spencer was a special education

teacher.

The Garden City Telegram re-
ported that Dylan Spencer, who
ran Spencer Pest Control, became
involved in city and county gov-
ernment at a young age.

“The community has lost a tre-
mendous asset with Dylan and his
family,” Hoeme said.

Jefferson County Sheriff Jeff
Herrig said Friday that based on a
witness’ account, he believed the
plane’s motor sputtered and then
cut off before the crash. The plane
left a long trail of debris in con-
ditions so sloppy that emergency
crews initially had trouble reach-
ing the wreckage.

Peter Knudson, a spokesman
for the National Transportation
Safety Board, which is investigat-
ing the crash, told the Associated
Press on Saturday that preliminary
indications are that both engines
were producing power at the time
of impact.

“There was no distress call,”
Knudson said. “The pilot was in
contact with air traffic control.
The aircraft struck the ground in
a left-wing, nose-low attitude at
a high velocity and cartwheeled.
That created an impact crater 21

feet long, and the entire debris
field was 370 feet long by 100 feet
wide.”

He said the engines ended up 4
to 5 feet below ground.

Weather conditions around To-
peka were cool and damp, but
there were no severe storms in the
area when the plane went down.

Reaction in the small western
Kansas farming community where
the Spencers lived was swift as
news of the tragedy unfolded
heading into the weekend.

“I learned the news an hour
ago,” Rep. Don Hineman of Digh-
ton said late Friday. “I’ve known
the family all my life. Dylan was
a very, very ambitious and hard-
working young man. Amy was
involved in education. It’s just a
tragedy.”

Jack Frick, also a Scott County
commissioner, said Dylan Spen-
cer was a strong businessman and
great leader. He said the family
was well-known throughout the
community and were avid Kansas
State fans.

Don Wells, superintendent in
the Scott County School District,
said Amy Spencer was a wonder-
ful teacher.
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“They’re going to dig their heels
in,” said Senate Minority Leader
Anthony Hensley, a Topeka Dem-
ocrat.

And House Minority Leader
Paul Davis, a Lawrence Demo-
crat, said if the governor wants to
accomplish his often-stated goal
of attracting people and business-

es to rural areas, he should keep
the commission in place.

“The Kansas Arts Commission
provides cultural opportunities
in many rural communities that
would not exist if the Kansas Arts
Commission did not exist,” he
said.

But O’Neal said House Repub-

1.0CAL TV LISTINGS

licans are adamant that having a
“government middle-man” in arts
programs doesn’t make sense and
want the budget to reflect Brown-
back’s proposal.

“I think he’s serious about veto-
ing the funding even if the House
would agree with the Senate and
put it in,” O’Neal said.

Thursday Evening
| 7:30 | 8:00 | 8:30 | 9:00 | 9:30 | 10:00

April 28, 2011

11:00

10:30

KAKE/ABC |20/20 Grey's Anatomy Private Practice Local Nightline  |Jimmy Kimmel Live
KBSL/CBS |Big Bang |Rules CSI: Crime Scene The Mentalist Local Late Show Letterman |Late
KSNK/NBC | Community|Reiser The Office Parks [30 Rock  [Local Tonight Show w/Leno |Late
KSAS/FOX | American Idol Bones Local
Cable Channels
A&E |The First 48 |The First 48 Manhunter [Manhunter [Manhunter [Manhunter |The First 48
AMC Death Wish 4 Death Wish 4 The Killing
ANIM  |Fatal Attractions Confessions Confessions Fatal Attractions Confessions
BRAVO |Housewives/NYC Housewives/NYC Housewives/NYC Happens | Housewives/NYC Happens
CMT  [The Singing Bee The Singing Bee The Singing Bee The Singing Bee Smarter Smarter
CNN  [In the Arena Piers Morgan Tonight |Anderson Cooper 360 Piers Morgan Tonight
COMEDY [Futurama [Futurama [South Pk [South Pk [South Pk [South Pk [Daily [Colbert  [John Oliver
DISC |Deadliest Catch River Monsters Nuclear Nightmare Deadliest Catch River Monsters
DISN  |Princess Protection Program [Deck Wizards  |Wizards  [Shake It [Shake It [Hannah Hannah
E! Sexandt [Sexandt [Kardashian Royal Wedding Chelsea  |E! News Chelsea
ESPN (2011 NFL Draft SportsCenter
ESPN2 |SportsNation 30 for 30 ]Baseball Tonight SportsCtr  [MMA Live |Baseball Tonight
FAM  |Jumaniji Beetlejuice The 700 Club Whose? |Whose’?
FOOD |lron Chef America Amusement Park Eats |24 Hour Rest. Battle  |Chopped Amusement Park Eats
FX Two Men |Two Men |Two Men |[Two Men |Wilde Wilde Wilde Jawbreaker
HGTV  |First First Selling Selling House Hunters House Hunters Selling [Selling
HIST |Swamp People Swamp People Mounted |Mounted |Inspector America Swamp People
LIFE |Reba Reba Reba [Reba Reba Reba How | Met [How I Met [Chris How | Met
MTV Real... Real America's Best Dance |America's Best Dance |Son, Gun |America's Best Dance [Son, Gun
NICK [My Wife |My Wife |Chris [Chris Lopez [Lopez Lopez Lopez Lopez Lopez
SCI Star Trek: Next Star Trek: Next Star Trek: Next Star Trek: Next Star Trek: Next
SPIKE _|Jall [Jail TNA Wrestling UFC [Repo MANswers [MANswers
TBS  |Four Brothers Fam. Guy [Fam. Guy [Conan Lopez Tonight
TCM  |Snows-Kiliman. The Wrong Man Drango
TLC  |Royal Wedding [Royal Wedding [Royal Wedding Royal Wedding
TNT NBA Basketball NBA Basketball
TOON |Regular MAD King-Hill  [King-Hill  [Amer. Dad |Amer. Dad |Fam. Guy |Fam. Guy |Eaglehear |Aqua Teen
TRAV  |Man, Food [Man, Food |Man, Food |Man, Food |Triple Rush Triple Rush Man, Food |Man, Food
TV LAND |AllFamily |AllFamily [Raymond |Raymond |Raymond |Raymond Raymond |3's Co. 3's Co. 3's Co.
USA |NCIS Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU CSI: Crime Scene Law Order: CI
VH1 Saturday Night Live Saturday Night Live Mob Wives Hip Hop Hip Hop
WGN  |Chris Chris Lead-Off |MLB Baseball News/Nine
Premium Channels
HBO  |Lottery Ticket Treme | Taxicab Confessions  [Sex and the City 2
MAX Clash of the Titans Repo Men
SHOW |[Bud Greenspan Nurse [Call Girl  [Gigolos  [Call Girl  [Gigolos  [Stripped _
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Friday Evening

April 29, 2011
mmmm.mﬂ
Nightline

KAKE/ABC |Shark Tank 20/20 Local Jimmy Kimmel Live
KBSL/CBS |The Royal Wedding CSI: NY IBIue Bloods Local Late Show Letterman |Late
KSNK/NBC |Friday Night Lights Dateline NBC Local Tonight Show w/Leno |Late
KSAS/FOX |Kitchen Nightmares Fringe
A&E |[Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Breakout Kings Criminal Minds
AMC  |Death Wish V: Face Death Wish V: Face From Dusk Till Dawn
ANIM_ |River Monsters River Monsters River Monsters [River Monsters River Monsters
BRAVO [Housewives/NYC Inside Man [Inside Man
CMT  [The Singing Bee CMT's Next Superstar |The Singing Bee [CMT's Next Superstar [Smarter  [Smarter
CNN Piers Morgan Tonight |Piers Morgan Tonight |Anderson Cooper 360 Piers Morgan Tonight
COMEDY [Tosh.0  [Tosh.0 Larry/Cable Comedy [Comedy [Denis Leary: South Pk [South Pk
DISC |Dual Survival Dual Survival American Loggers Dual Survival Dual Survival
DISN [Phineas  [Fish Hook [Buttowski [Good Luck [Shake It [Shake It [Shake It [Shake It [Phineas [Fish Hook
E! Sexandt [Sexandt |Will and Kate Fashion Police Chelsea  |E! News Chelsea
ESPN |[NBA Basketball NBA Basketball
ESPN2 12011 NFL Draft NBA Basketball
FAM Funniest Home Videos [Funniest Home Videos |Funniest Home Videos |The 700 Club Whose? |Whose?
FOOD |Chopped Diners [Diners Food [The Best |Unwrapped[Unwrapped|Diners Diners
FX Role Models Role Models Justified
HGTV [Hunters [Hunters [Hunters [Hunters [Hunters [Hunters [Hunters [Hunters [Hunters  [Hunters

We Celebrate Hometown Life

Stories from hometowns just like yours. Look for us each week in this paper.

[Pawn American _|American |Ancient Aliens American Pickers
LIFE William & Kate Prince William Chris How | Met
MTV Sex Myths |America's Best Dance |Son, Gun |Summer Catch Fear
NICK  |Victoriou |Big Time |My Wife My Wife Lopez Lopez Lopez |Lopez Lopez Lopez
SCI WWE SmackDown! Urban Legends |Sanctuary Urban Legends
SPIKE |Gangland Gangland Gangland Coal Auction Auction
TBS Fam. Guy |Fam. Guy |Last Holiday |My Baby's Daddy
TCM  |Royal Wedding Roman Holiday |The Glass
TLC  |The Royal Wedding Say Yes [Say Yes [The Royal Wedding
TNT Con Air The Mummy Returns
TOON [Generator [Star Wars [King-Hill  [King-Hill [Amer. Dad [Amer. Dad [Fam. Guy [Fam. Guy [Chicken [Aqua Teen
TRAV  |Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures
TV LAND [AllFamily [AllFamily |Raymond [Raymond |Raymond [Raymond [Raymond [The Nanny [The Nanny[The Nanny
USA Indiana Jones Face/Off
VH1 Saddle Mob Wives Audrina Maxim Hot 100 Saturday Night Live Kingpin
WGN |Chris Chris How | Met |How | Met |WGN News at Nine Scrubs Scrubs South Pk |South Pk
Premium Channels
HBO | Transformers Real Time/Bill Maher _|Real Time/Bill Maher _|Edge of Darkness
MAX  [Hoodlum ]Friday the 13th Bad Boys I Erotic 3
SHOW [Return to Me [The Joneses [National Lampoon's Van Wilder  |Gigolos
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