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Farm subsidies
are on the table

If everything is now on the table for federal budget cuts, that
includes payments to those who put food on our tables.

The deficit debate could be a turning point for Kansas law-
makers on Capitol Hill, who’ve long seen agricultural subsi-
dies as essential to protect the nation’s farm families and food
production.

“To get serious about the debt is to tackle entitlement reform,
and that includes the farm bill,” Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kan., re-
cently told the Agribusiness Club of Washington.

Just as he was as chairman of the House Agriculture Com-
mittee for the 1996 farm bill, Roberts will be a key player in
writing the 2012 farm bill (his seventh as a lawmaker) — now
as ranking Republican on the Senate Agriculture Committee.

He and Sen. Jerry Moran, R-Kan., and their GOP colleagues
in the House will have to balance their zeal for deficit reduc-
tion with their duty to help rural constituents who’ve relied on
subsidies to make ends meet.

A farmer himself, Rep. Tim Huelskamp, R-Fowler, is in an
especially interesting position on the issue.

Huelskamp’s “Big First” district ranked second in the coun-
try, behind only North Dakota’s single district, in total federal
agricultural subsidies in 2009, collecting $368 million, accord-
ing to the Environmental Working Group. Kansas ranked fifth
among states that year, drawing $912 million.

Though candidate Huelskamp was supported by the anti-
subsidy Club for Growth, he told The Eagle last summer he
thought the amount of farm subsidies was OK as it was.

But Huelskamp drew attention for telling a Salina audience
recently: “Farmers are going to have to make the argument,
to Head Start folks and others, that their subsidies are worth
borrowing 42 cents for every dollar spent.” (One farmer in the
audience was ready to see them go, saying “the Constitution
doesn’t say anything about farm subsidies.”)

For his part, Rep. Mike Pompeo, R-Wichita, ran for his job
by talking about using lower tax rates, less regulation and oth-
er policies to transition away from farm subsidies.

And like all but four Republicans in the House, Pompeo and
Huelskamp voted earlier in April for the “Path to Prosperity”
proposal of House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan, R-
Wis. That austere blueprint calls for $177 billion in cuts to ag-
ricultural programs over the next decade, including $30 billion
from direct payments and crop insurance. Ryan would have
payments to farmers reflect high commodity prices and reform
federal support for crop insurance in a way that asks producers
to assume and manage risk.

“’The Path to Prosperity’ recognizes that there are no sacred
cows in Washington,” Huelskamp recently told the Hutchin-
son News when asked about farm subsidies.

He also said: “As we prepare for consideration of the 2012
farm bill, I welcome the input of Kansans who might be af-
fected by this legislation. The more information we have, the
better.”

The question then will become what lawmakers do with the
feedback, how deeply they cut — and whether a nation with
fewer farm subsidies and freer markets can still have afford-
able and plentiful food.

— The Wichita Eagle, via The Associated Press

We encourage comments on opinions expressed on this page. Mail
them to the Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth St., Colby, Kan., 67701,
or e-mail colby.editor @ nwkansas.com. Opinions do not necessar-
ily reflect those of the Free Press, its staff or the owners.

CoLBy FREE PrESS
155 W. Fifth St. (USPS 120-920) (785) 462-3963

Colby, Kan. 67701 fax (785) 462-7749
Send news to: colby.editor @ nwkansas.com

State award-winning newspaper, General Excellence, Design & Layout,
Columns, Editorial Writing, Sports Columns, News, Photography.
Official newspaper of Thomas County, Colby, Brewster and Rexford.
Sharon Friedlander - Publisher

sfriedlander @ nwkansas.com
NEWS

Kevin Bottrell - News Editor
kbottrell @ nwkansas.com

Sports

colby.sports @ nwkansas.com

Marian Ballard - Copy Editor

mballard @ nwkansas.com

Shelby Pulkrabek, Tomi Miller - Society Reporters

colby.society @ nwkansas.com

ADVERTISING

colby.ads @ nwkansas.com
Andrea Bowers, Kathryn Ballard

Advertising Representatives
abowers @ nwkansas.com kballard @ nwkansas.com

Kylee Hunter - Graphic Design

khunter @ nwkansas.com

BUSINESS OFFICE
Robin Tubbs - Office Manager

rtubbs @ nwkansas.com

Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator
support @ nwkansas.com

NORWEST PRESS

Richard Westfahl - General Manager
Lana Westfahl, Jim Jackson, Betty Morris, Jim Bowker,
Judy McKnight, Kris McCool

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published every Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, except the days observed for Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, by Nor’'West Newspaper,
155 W. Fifth St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth St., Colby,
Kan., 67701.

THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to
Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday. MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, which
is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all news herein. Member Kansas Press
Association and National Newspaper Association.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby, Thomas County and Oakley: three months $35,
one year $85. By mail to ZIP Codes beginning with 676 and 677: three months $39, one
year $95. Elsewhere in the U.S., mailed once per week: three months $39, one year $95.
Student rate, nine months, in Colby, Thomas County and Oakley, $64; mailed once per
week elsewhere in the U.S. $72

2 opinion CFP 4-28-11.indd 1

e
Ry r\\k.c ==

\
W

&\\\ N

74/

777

22

Tty

.~

who want to be newspaper men and women.

Take hints When sending applications

I have discovered several things while going
through dozens of resumes, attempting to fill a
couple of reporting jobs.

But the first thing I learned was that every-
one has the same name for their resume. They
call it “resume.” All of them.

Not “Bill’s resume,” or “Smith resume.”
Just resume.

There’s some variety. Some are “resume.
pdf,” others “resume.doc.” People with a new
computer will send “resume.docx,” showing
it came from the latest, supposedly greatest
version of Microsoft Word. I’ve even seen “re-
sume.ppd,” which came in the form of a Pow-
erPoint slide show.

And all I wanted to know is where the can-
didate went to school and where he or she has
been working and how long.

I realize that when someone writes up a re-
sume, it’s probably the only file in their com-
puter by that name. But most of the people I'm
looking at are college graduates, or at least up-
perclassmen.

Don’t they know how many files by that
name I’'m going to get?

With one national ad, I'll get 20 to 30 ap-
plications. Often the file “resume” is accom-
panied by one called “letter,” or sometimes
“cover letter.” It’s hard to sort those, too.

The first thing I want to look at is a college
education in journalism or something related,

Steve
Haynes
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such as English. The first thing I have to do,
however, is rename the darned resume.

Put your name in the file name, people!
You’re all individuals. Don’t make me work.

Next, I want to know where the candidate
has worked — and how long. If he’s changed
jobs every nine months, I figure something is
wrong, either with him or his choice of jobs.

A candidate who stays at least two years
looks a lot more stable, and it doesn’t hurt to
have four or five in at least one place.

Ambition and a desire to move up are good,
but beware of the candidate who proposes
moving down. They’re seldom happy with the
move.

Salary expectations can be out of synch.
The gal who wants $35,000 to do a $25,000
job won’t be happy, even if the boss can pony
up the big check. Yet people apply for any job
sometimes, any job at all.

The good news is, my slogging through this
jungle tells me there are a lot of kids out there

They burn with a passion for the job that’s in-
spiring.

The pay isn’t what it should be, but it never
has been. Our business, like many, calls people
for reasons that transcend pay.

And many of them can even write.

There’s another thing about resumes. Be-
ware the fancy writer who uses a lot of adjec-
tives to describe her abilities. She should be
writing menus, not news stories. News stories
depend on detail and tight writing, not $10 ad-
jectives and $15 adverbs.

They should teach that in college.

Short is good. They should teach that, too.
A page, maybe a page and a half for a resume.
Half a page for the letter.

And God help the applicant who misspells
words in the resume. That’s a deal breaker. Get
someone to proof your stuff before you apply.

Then, give the letter and the resume your
name, not just something generic.

Some poor sap is out there, sorting files in
the e-mail bin. He needs to be able to tell yours
from the rest of the stack.

Give him a break. Show him you’re a cut
above the generic mob.

Steve Haynes is president of Nor’West News-
papers. When he has the time, he’d rather be
reading a good book or casting a fly.

It’s time to

In mid-April, Standard & Poor’s, a financial
rating service, announced that it was cutting its
outlook on the U.S. government’s ability to re-
pay loans from “stable” to “negative,” increas-
ing the likelihood of a potential downgrade of
America’s credit rating .

This should be a dire wake-up call to Wash-
ington that now is the time to address federal
red ink. For all of America’s greatness, it is
embarrassing that the United States may be-
come a credit risk.

AsItravel across Kansas,  hear stories about
how constituents have had to tighten their belts
during these trying economic times.

It perplexes me how some in Washington
think that despite what average Americans are
doing, the federal government can just contin-
ue business as usual: spending, spending and
more spending, with little regard to the bills
and past-due statements collecting dust on the
counter. I wonder how and why it is possible
for Washington to be so blind to what has been
referred to as the most predictable economic
crisis in American history: the day foreign
countries decide to stop lending to the United
States and start sending out collection agents.

By taking on more and more debt, the U.S.
is putting itself in a dangerous position. We are
embarking on “The Great American Bailout.”

address America’s credit

U.S. Rep.

Tim Huelskamp
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When I was a child in 1970, foreign countries
held 5 percent of the country’s $283 billion in
debt. When I was a young adult in 1990, other
nations held 19 percent of the country’s $2.4
trillion debt. As of last year, nearly one-half
(47 percent) of all of the country’s $8.4 trillion
debt was held by foreign countries.

Washington is putting America at the behest
of other nations; to allow so much debt com-
promises our sovereignty, our world status and
our economic freedom and liberty.

The United States government is saddled
with more than $14 trillion in debt, and in the
upcoming few weeks, Congress will be asked
to expand our nation’s credit limit.

As I have written before, the only way 1
could support another debt ceiling increase
would be if there is a meaningful compromise
that makes substantial cuts to the deficit.

One option I have suggested is a balanced

budget amendment, which the states would
have to ratify. States have to balance their bud-
gets, and so too should Washington.

This goes beyond the balance sheet. Not
only does excessive spending expand our defi-
cits and add to our federal debt, but it creates a
climate of uncertainty for those who have the
resources to turn our economy around.

Job creators shy away from hiring new em-
ployees when higher taxes and more regulation
to pay off the debt are just around the corner.
Investors shy away from providing capital to
entrepreneurs (who subsequently create jobs)
when they are vilified and penalized through
the U.S. tax system and asked to assume an
ever-larger share of the debt burden.

America used to be a shining example of
prosperity. However, now Washington is put-
ting Uncle Sam in a position where he is em-
barrassed to show his face at the bank — or to
take the calls from the collection agencies.

We cannot afford for Washington to hit the
snooze button one more time. Let’s hope this is
the final wake-up call overspenders and exces-
sive borrowers need before realizing that they
have put America in a compromised position.

Tim Huelskamp is the congressman from
Kansas’ 1st District, serving his first term.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. (202) 224-4774

roberts.senate.gov/public/

U.S. Sen. Jerry Moran, Russell Senate Office Building,
Courtyard 4, Washington, D.C. 20510 (202) 224-6521. Fax
(202) 225-5124 moran.senate.gov/public/

U.S. Rep. Tim Huelskamp, 126 Cannon House Office

(202) 225-5124. Web site: huelskamp.house.gov
State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol Building,

300 SW10th St., Room 225-E., Topeka, Kan. 66612,

Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. (202) 225-2715 or Fax

(785) 296-7399 ralph.ostmeyer@senate.state.ks.us
State Rep. Rick Billinger, Docking Building, Room

754, Topeka Kan., 66612, (785) 296-7659

rick.billinger@house.ks.gov

Mallard
Fillmore

® Bruce
Tinsley

MAKE FUN OF THe 7pAckes
UNIW, S NOT- WAKING:
FUN OF ALl TPAChERS.

e COMNG O
&WMWML@@WM{
ey 428

4/28/11 12:51:09 PM ‘



