
Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Dear Heloise: My husband makes PANCAKES 
AND WAFFLES for the household. We always 
have a few left over. I put them in a freezer bag, 
and when heating them again, he puts them on a 
plate on top of a dampened paper towel and cov-
ers it with another one before putting them in the 
microwave. They taste as if he just made them. – 
Darlene Minor, New Braunfels, Texas

Love this hint, and why not make up a double 
batch and freeze? Cook once, eat twice. – Helo-
ise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Email: Heloise(at)Heloise.com    

OATMEAL HINT
Dear Heloise: I love having oatmeal for break-

fast and occasionally for supper, but I get tired 
of the same flavor, and those little packets are 
expensive.

I take several nuts, put them in a food processor 
and grind them into powder, then add to the serv-
ing. The other flavorings I use are vanilla extract 
and any you find in the grocery store. I also use 
these liquid flavorings in my cold or hot tea. Sure 
beats the extra expense of paying for the flavored 
tea bags. – William V. Bean, via email

EASY FLIP
Dear Heloise: A tip for those who make cakes 

in angel-food or ridged ring pans: I cut a hole in 
the center of a paper plate and put it on the top of 
my cooled, baked cake over the tube in the cen-
ter, and then turn the cake over. This gives you a 
base to hold to turn the cake back on its right side 
on a serving plate. (I keep the paper plate and use 
it again.) – Mary K., Mulberry, Fla.

NO SLIP
Dear Heloise: I repeatedly attempted to slice 

meat on my cutting board, only to have the board 
slip all over the countertop. Remembering I had 
extra rubber shelf liner, I cut a piece and put it un-
der the board. No more moving around, and the 
shelf liner rolls up easily to be stored in a kitchen 
drawer for future use. – Jane D., Danville, Ky.

CLEAN GRILL
Dear Heloise: When using your electric grill 

(double-sided), this hint will keep the grill spot-
less, with no cleaning required after use. Put a 
sheet of nonstick foil on the bottom part of the 
grill while preheating. After applying food such 
as fish or chicken, etc., place another sheet of 
nonstick foil on top of the food. After grilling, 
you will find your grill free from having to be 
cleaned. – Steve G. in Hammond, Ind.

SAVE MONEY
Dear Heloise: I buy block cheeses because they 

are much cheaper than deli or presliced. A simple 
way to cut cheese is to use your vegetable peeler. 
It’s the perfect thickness, and it is an easy clean-
up! – John Lang, Friendship, Ohio

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Leftovers taste
like fresh made

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 5/04

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

A One-Shot Decision
Certain defensive plays are considered by many 

to be virtually automatic, such as playing second-
hand low or covering an honor with an honor. But 
those with sufficient experience have learned that 
there are exceptions to all such “rules.”

Take this case where a defender could easily 
go wrong playing by rote. West had a choice of 
unattractive leads against four spades and finally 
settled on the two of diamonds. Declarer played 
low from dummy, and East, after considerable 
thought, inserted the ten! When this held, the de-
fenders quickly collected the A-K of diamonds 
and ace of clubs to put South down one. 

As can be seen, had East played the ace of dia-
monds rather than the ten – following the rule of 
“third-hand high” – declarer would have made 
the contract. The question, therefore, is what 
made East decide to play the ten? 

The answer lies in East’s assessment that rising 
with the ace would almost surely hand South the 
contract. After dummy came down, East could 
see that, in due course, declarer would score sev-
en spades, the ace of hearts and the king of clubs. 
East also knew from his partner’s lead of the dia-
mond deuce (fourth-best) that South had three 
diamonds. The play of the ace at trick one would 
thus ultimately establish the diamond queen as 
declarer’s 10th trick. 

East could think of only one case where put-
ting up the ace would be right. If South held S 
AJxxxxx H xx D Jxx C x, East would have to 
take the diamond ace and return a heart before 
declarer could establish the king of clubs for a 
heart discard. 

But East reasoned that if declarer had this 
hand, West would have led the heart king from K-
Q-x-x rather than a diamond from K-x-x-x. East 
therefore placed South with the king or queen of 
hearts, which meant that playing the diamond ten 
offered the best chance of defeating the contract.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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