
Cryptoquip

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Dear Readers: The recent recipe for an easy 
CANDY SNACK using pretzels, pecans and 
caramel candy resulted in a deluge of questions 
from readers asking what type of candy was used. 
Since I don’t use brand names in my column or 
books, here’s a stab at describing it. The choco-
late-covered caramels are individually wrapped 
with copper-colored foil, and are sold either in a 
bag or in a roll.

For those who may have missed this easy rec-
ipe, all you do is take one of the caramel-filled 
chocolate candies and place it onto a square 
pretzel, then top with a whole pecan. Bake in a 
350-degree oven for about 4 minutes. After re-
moving from the oven, press the pecan down 
into the candy and then put in the fridge so they 
harden. – Heloise

P.S.: These are almost too yummy! 
FRUIT PEELS

Dear Heloise: Never throw away another or-
ange or lemon peel. Before eating or using the 
fruit, use a vegetable peeler to shave the colored 
zest onto a piece of plastic wrap. Spread in a sin-
gle layer, then fold into an airtight package. 

Collect these packets in a freezer bag until use. 
Remove the needed amount, and chop until fine-
ly minced. Use in cooked cereal, fresh cranberry 
sauce, muffins, pancakes, etc. It adds wonderful 
flavor! – Joan B. in Linn Creek, Mo.

MILK STORAGE
Dear Heloise: My husband insists on leaving 

our milk (1/2 gallon) in the refrigerator door. I 
told him it should be in the back. He doesn’t be-
lieve me. He is the only one who drinks it. We’re 
at home all day; the refrigerator gets opened a 
lot. – Connie Y. in Florida

Connie, you are the winner! It is not a good 
idea to store milk in the door of the refrigerator 
because constant changes and higher temperature 
promote spoilage. 

For milk to remain at its best, it should be 
stored where the temperature is the lowest and 
there is no fluctuation, which is in the back of 
the refrigerator. However, this may make getting 
to the milk a little difficult. So, the middle of the 
shelf is OK, but definitely not in the door. 

Buy the smallest container of milk to meet 
your needs. A lot depends on how quickly the 
milk is used. You want to use it all before it starts 
to spoil. – Heloise

HANDY ICE-CREAM SCOOP
Dear Heloise: Here is my hint: I use an ice-

cream scoop to fill the paper liners inside the tins 
when making muffins, etc. It is easy to direct the 
batter into the liners without a mess. The scoops 
come in assorted sizes. The one I have is equiva-
lent to 2 ounces, and it has a swivel-type insert 
operated by a thumb lever that scoops the batter 
into the tin. It works perfectly every time. – Mar-
ian Maag, via email

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Candy makes
snack special

Hints from
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Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green
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Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Pointing the Way
Suit-preference signals are both the most 

abused and the most underused plays in bridge. 
This might sound contradictory, but it is none-
theless true. The dichotomy exists because many 
players try to give suit-preference signals in situ-
ations where they do not apply, yet miss other op-
portunities where such signals can be used. 

A good rule of thumb is the following: The play 
of an unnecessarily high or low card when other 
alternatives are known to exist is a suit- prefer-
ence signal, provided all other types of signals 
(i.e., attitude and count) have been ruled out. In 
other words, count and attitude signals take pre-
cedence over suit-preference signals. If a player 
gives a signal that cannot be either count or atti-
tude, then it is, in all likelihood, suit-preference. 

A fine example is provided by this deal from 
a sectional tournament. South opened with five 
diamonds in third seat, ending the auction. 

West led the king of clubs, East playing the 
deuce and South the four. As East could not have 
a doubleton (he would have begun a high-low on 
the king), West switched to a low heart at trick 
two, declarer taking East’s queen with the ace. 
South then made the excellent return of the club 
jack, delaying the drawing of trumps in order not 
to give the opponents an opportunity to signal 
one another. 

It can be seen that if West takes the club ace 
and returns another heart, hoping his partner has 
the king, South will make the contract. After win-
ning the heart return, South can draw trumps end-
ing in dummy and discard his losing spade on the 
club queen. West’s play after taking the club ace 
would therefore appear to be a guess. 

But East came to the rescue by playing the 
ten of clubs on the second club lead. Since West 
knew that East still had the missing seven of 
clubs, West concluded that his partner was di-
recting him to return a spade rather than a heart. 
West duly returned a spade, and the contract went 
down one.
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