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Must she have
racial identity?

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband thinks it’s
no big deal, but ever since we moved to a new
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“Mommy, which goes better with this
outfit — blue socks or white?”

the experience I had as a child. Where I grew up,
all our family lived on the same block, attended
the same church and listened to the same stories
at block parties. How important is racial identity
to a child’s well-being? — R.P.

Dear R.P.: You don’t mention if your daughter
has made friends in the neighborhood, or if she
has friends of her own race and others at school.
If she seems lonely or unhappy, you might have
an issue, but if she is comfortable moving in and
out of various circles, there’s little reason to be
concerned. It is great you have good memories
of your childhood and a close-knit set of friends.
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wrong. Last week, she got into a minor fender-
bender. Both she and the car were unharmed, but
the way she’s been acting, you would think she
cheated death. I feel I'm consoling her way too
much for something so minor — but what would
be the alternative? — K.F.

Dear K.F.: It seems in every social group there
is always at least one drama queen — and let me
guess, this woman probably is not too happy un-
less she is the center of attention. These types
seem to feed off their reflected glory, which is
what you are dishing out to her when you give
her excessive amounts of attention. But you al-
ready know that. It’s really not your fault; when
someone makes everything into such a big, dra-
matic deal, it’s hard to shrug it all off. You risk
looking like a cold-hearted, fair-weather friend,
and now she has a new drama to exploit! So, how
about trying to find a happy medium? Express
a moderate amount of interest in her issues and
offer a moderate amount of sympathy, and then
change the subject.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: BECAUSE THE FELLOW

WANTS TO FILM SOME SPIDERS" HOMES,

SHOULD HE PURCHASE AND USE A WEB CAM?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; W equals M
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As in so many other hands, declarer’s state of
mind at the outset has an enormous effect on how
he finishes at the end. If he casually assumes a
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