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She wants best
for sister’s baby

Dear Dr. Brothers: Please settle an argument
between my sister and me. She’s due to have her
first baby and does not see the benefits of breast-
feeding. I was horrified to learn her attitude: It
doesn’t matter how her baby gets nutrients, “as
long as it gets them.” She’s obligated to go back to
work after six weeks and will hand the baby over
to day care. She seems to think anyone can be the
mother, and feed the baby anything! — I.H.

Dear I.H.: People who are worried about the
welfare of nieces, nephews, kids of friends and
others often are caught up in a fantasy in which
every new mom stays home for the first two
years, breastfeeding for at least one year. There’d
be a job waiting, with day-care on site and the
boss footing the bill. Unfortunately, the reality is
a minimum of time off and a schedule will be
flexible enough to get everyone through the day.

You are right about the benefits of breastfeed-
ing, though. A variety of claims point to this as
best for babies; the latest is a study of mam-
mals, including humans, by Durham University.
It found the size of the baby’s brain is directly
related to the amount of time the mother spent
suckling the young. Whether this speaks to moth-
er’s milk or to maternal investment, humans are
a large-brained species that works to provide a
long lifespan and an optimal life for its babies.
I’m sure your sister will do the best she can.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I don’t know what it is,
but my 12-year-old daughter and her dad are like
two peas in a pod. They have own shows they
watch together (science-fiction), and finish each
other’s sentences. This would be great, except for
the fact that our 14-year-old son has zero rapport
with his father. It’s not that they don’t like each
other; it’s just they don’t click. How can I help
foster the relationship for both children? — B.Y.

Dear B.Y.: I don’t see where you have com-
mented on your own relationship with your two
kids — which either means it is OK and unremark-
able, or that you are the observer in the family
and don’t see your own place as quite so impor-
tant. I hope it is the former, as there should be a
special place for mother in a child’s life — espe-
cially if something is missing with Dad. As you
know, it’s often important for a boy to have a
strong bond with his father. You say yours never
has had one, but the fact he’s now a teen doesn’t
mean it wouldn’t be worthwhile. He’s entering
the years when he may want to separate from his
parents, and if that is accompanied by feelings of
alienation, it could have lasting effects.

It’s time to talk to your husband and see if he is
willing to make an effort to connect with your son
before it’s too late. They can pick age-appropriate
guy things, depending on your son’s interests. If
they bond on a 50-mile bike ride, in a cooking
class or at the aquarium, it doesn’t make a differ-
ence. Together, they might discover things that
will bring them that spark they’ve been missing.
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Bridge e steve Becker

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
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The bidding:
South West North  East
28k Pass kK J Pass
3w Pass 49 Pass
4NT Pass Se Pass
6Y

* artificial, strong
Opening lead — three of spades.
Mandatory Falsecard

As a general rule, it is not advisable for the
defenders to falsecard during the play because
they run the risk of fooling each other rather than
the declarer. However, there are occasions when
a falsecard cannot possibly deceive partner and
may lead declarer astray. In such situations, the
falsecard is mandatory.

Take this case where South, clearly not from
the shrinking violet school of bidding, arrived
at six hearts. West led a spade to the king and
ace, leaving declarer no choice but to attempt an
early club finesse in order to dispose of his spade
loser.

So, after drawing one round of trumps, he led
a club to the queen and breathed easier when it
held the trick. He then cashed the ace, on which
West deposited the king as South discarded the
jack of spades.

Since a diamond ruff in dummy might be nec-
essary, it was still too soon to draw the remaining
trumps. Declarer next led a diamond from dum-
my. But when East rose with the ace and returned
the jack of clubs, South had a knotty problem. He
couldn’t tell whether West’s play of the king on
the second club was a falsecard, or whether West
had really started with just the K-3.

If West began with only two clubs, the ques-
tion of which heart to trump with became vital. If
West had the jack or ten of hearts singleton and
no more clubs at this point, the only way to get
home safely was to trump high and then draw the
two missing trumps. But if West had falsecarded
in clubs, trumping high might cost the contract.

It is only of academic interest to note that South
misguessed by ruffing high, thereby establishing
a trump trick for East. The key point is that if
West had played the ten on the ace of clubs, de-
clarer would not have had any problem whatever
and would have made the slam.
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“We cleaned our rooms for nothin’!”
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This is a logic-based num-

ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
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each row, column and 3x3
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instance of each numeral.
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Sudoku puzzle is at right. i

Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F SOMEBODY’S LONG

FOREARM BONE IS KIND OF FUNNY-LOOKING, 1

GUESS HE HAS A HUMOROUS HUMERUS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals H
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Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 35 Severe 58 Unsigned 21 Wall St.
1 Door injuries (Abbr.) debut
handle 38 Worked 24 “The
5 Pigeon’s with DOWN A-Team”
remark 39 Genetic 1 Ship’s actor

8 Wound matter spine 25 Auto
cover 40 Decay 2 Un- 26 “— of

12 Modern- 42 Puts up dressed Fire”
day 45 Reac- 3 Raw 28 Consume
money tions rocks 29 San

13 That to a 4 Dwarfed Diego
guy pun potted squad

14 Collins or 49 Lotion plant 30 First
Donahue additive 5 Special lady?

15 First 50 Shelter appeal 31 Old
place 52 — moss 6 Lubricant man

16 “The 53 Picnic 7 Skip 36 If not
Greatest” invaders over 37 Crazy

17 Stow 54 Bobby of 8 Il will 38 Perfect
cargo hockey 9 Party place

18 Landlord 55 Greek game 41 Other-

20 In layers vowel 10 Staffer wise

22 Blackbird 56 Glas- 11 Evi- 42 False

23 Shell wegian denced a god
game gal pinprick 43 Arm
need 57 Petrol 19 Operating bone

24 Start Solution time: 25 mins. 44 Trudge
of the (through)
Xlllth 46 Very
century long

27 Backed, time
as a 47 Peace-
motion keeping

32 Cheery org.
word? 48 Ollie’s

33 — -jongg partner

34 Gabor or 51 Historic
Longoria period
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