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Cryptoquip

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 5/19

Dear Heloise: I love your hints I read in The 
Hutchinson (Kan.) News. My husband has a re-
quest. Our van had an OIL LEAK and made a 
spot on the driveway. Please tell us how to get it 
off. Our driveway is cement. – Ray and Velda U., 
Moundridge, Kan.

I sure can try, but it depends on how long that 
stain has been there. For old stains, there are com-
mercial cleaners available at home-improvement 
or automotive-supply stores. For a cheaper alter-
native, you can make a baking-soda-and-ammo-
nia paste, apply, scrub into the stain, rinse and 
repeat as needed. Baking soda to the rescue, and 
it’s eco-friendly for the outdoors! For more mon-
ey-saving hints using baking soda, you can order 
my pamphlet. Just send $5 and a long, stamped 
(64 cents), self-addressed envelope to: Heloise/
Baking Soda, P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio, TX 
78279-5001. Another hint: Keep a box of baking 
soda in your car in case of a fire! – Heloise

P.S.: Say “hi” to my friends in Hutchinson! I 
enjoyed my visit there a while back!

MOVIE DISTRACTIONS
Dear Heloise: I find it rude and distracting 

when moviegoers check their cellphone mes-
sages or wear earphones while in the theater. 
Light sources from phones and appliances flash 
brightly in the darkness. I see every flash of light 
from the people below me, and find this terribly 
distracting, especially when it’s constant. I pay 
a lot of money to watch movies, and I expect to 
be able to enjoy them without being disturbed. 
If they are connected to their cellphones like an 
umbilical cord, they should rent a movie and just 
stay home. – Had It in Hawaii

NO SLIP
Dear Heloise: When my mother was in an as-

sisted-living facility, she was very afraid to take 
showers for fear of slipping and falling.  

I found that a pair of rubber garden clogs was 
the answer. She could just slip her feet into them 
when entering the shower and leave them there 
when done. They can be purchased in most gar-
den centers in bright colors and for only around 
$5 or so. We found she showered more frequently 
and was thankful to have the clogs. – Betsy in 
New Jersey

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise:  Another way to carry your jew-

elry with you when you travel is to buy a small 
fisherman’s lure box. The smaller compartments 
are just the right size for a pair of earrings or a 
ring. The larger compartments are great for neck-
laces or bracelets. Plus, the sturdiness of the 
plastic keeps your jewelry safe from crushing. – 
Peggy, via email

EASY PROTECTION
Dear Heloise: I have a hint for protecting one’s 

candy thermometer. I have an old turkey baster 
that has lost its oomph, so I slide my candy ther-
mometer into the tube part and pop the bulb on to 
keep it from getting broken in my utensil drawer. 
– Sharon from Schertz, Texas

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Soda, ammonia
fix oil leak stain

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 5/20

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Pass. It is much too dangerous to bid two 

spades with such a flimsy suit and only 12 high-
card points against an opponent who has 15 to 
17 (or 16 to 18) points and scattered high-card 
strength. You could suffer a huge penalty if the 
next player had some spade length and most of 
the missing high cards. A double of one notrump 
would be equally risky because you can’t be sure 
of setting the contract, and because partner might 
remove the double to two hearts. 

2. Double. With an opening notrump bid of 
your own and your high cards well-situated be-
hind the opening bidder’s high cards, you double 
for penalties (the double of an opening notrump 
bid is not for takeout). There are not many honor 
cards left for the next two players, and you hope 
that partner has his share of them. If partner bids 
two of any suit, which he might do with a weak 
hand and a long suit, you should pass, since there 
is almost no chance for game.

3. Two spades. Though you have only 11 high-
card points, your 6-5 distribution and strong suits 
more than compensate for your lack of honor 
cards; indeed, a game is well within the realm of 
possibility. A suit bid over one notrump implies 
a good suit and reasonable safety, both of which 
you have.

4. Double. Here you have a genuine choice be-
tween bidding two hearts or doubling, but there 
are two factors that favor the double. First, if 
everyone passes, you have an extremely effec-
tive lead against one notrump doubled. Second, 
if partner pulls the double to two of a minor suit, 
you can then bid two hearts.

5. Pass. Again the safety principle applies, as 
in the first hand. Sometimes you have to pass as 
a matter of prudence, even though inaction might 
result in missing your theoretically best contract. 
While you might feel that your side can make a 
partscore in one of your three suits, the fact re-
mains that there’s no safe way to explore that 
possibility. The chance of making a game is re-
mote, and it doesn’t make much sense to risk a 
large penalty when only a partscore is at stake.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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