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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

I BET THE AVERAGE PERSON ON. S0 Jou'Re NO, I'M NEVER
NGOV GET NOPE, 3| LIVES LONGER, GARNS [ WEW, N CAMNGING LONG TO BE
MARZIED NoT §| MORE MONEY AND IS \THAT CASE.. A | NOUR MIND? /- AJERAGE.
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

I HAVEN'T
STARTED YET

3
o
2
]
3
e
2
£
o
B
E
g
£
g

@
g
3
g
s
12
o
]
2
=4
@
w
o
£
X
>
3
@S

Blondie ® Chic Young

WOW! THERE SURE AS you 4
ARE A LOT OF KNOW, MONEY
QUESTIONS HERE |5 SCARCE

JUST TO SEE IF THESE DAYS
I CAN REFINANCE

I'M SURPRISED YOU
DON'T WANT TO KNOW
My B8LOOD TYPE!

THAT WOULD BE QUESTION
NUMBER 37

[T'S A-POSITIVE

My HOME 3
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SAVING
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Mother Goose and Grimm °® Mike Peters
—

T WONDER HOW I TOLD HIM IT's BAD HERE ARE THE BRIEFS
RALPH'S DATE \S rN\ANNER'B TO BRAG. I WORE YESTERDAY,
GOWG WITH SO IF SHE ASKS HIM AND THESE ARE THE
BETTY COCKER ABOUT HIMSELE, DONT BRIEFS 'M WEARING
5 R R TODA?.
' VERY, VERY BRIEE
L\

TED, YOU WERE GOING TO
FIND THE TIME TO READ
AND HOW ARE WE | A BOOK ABOUT LUKE
GOING TO FIND THE | SKYWALKER.

TIME TO DO THAT2 (

(MAYBE WE'D READ MORE IF WE
JOINED AN ACTUAL
BOOK CLUB.

SEE, THIS IS WHY WE SHOULD JOIN
A CLUB. SO OTHERS CAN SEE  p=IT_]
WHAT I DEAL N

SEE THE AWESOME IS\

I WAS GOING WHAT THEY'D SEE.

TO MAKE THE
TIME, SAL. BIG
DIFFERENCE.
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THAT'S A FULL
DAY AGO. WE'D
BETTER CALL TO
SEE IF IT STILL 4

SO HOW ARE WE GOING TO FIND
A BOOK CLUB NEAR US2

THERE'S ONE AT THAT
INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE
OFF THE TURNPIKE.

OF YESTERDAY. /

~—

THERE’S STILL AN
INDEPENDENT
BOOKSTOREZ?
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Zits * Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

1/ HONDID ITGET TO WELL YOUWOKEWP Y TIMEFLIES
@WAY" BE 3:20 ALREADY 77 AT 2:15, NENTON WHENKORE
FACEBOOK FOR
[ . HALF ANHOUR,
05 R GOT HUNGRY..,
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|Heloise

® Hints from
|| Heloise

RNl

Cut onions
the easy way

Dear Heloise: I use a lot of CHOPPED ON-
IONS and have found a good way to dice, chop
or slice. Cut the top off about 1/4 inch, but do not
cut the root end. Turn the onion, cut side down,
and make a vertical cut through the root, making
two halves. Again, do not cut off the root end. Re-
move the skin back to the root end and break off.
You now have half an onion that you can hold by
the root end, and it will not fall apart while slic-
ing or dicing. — Wick in Baton Rouge, La.

GUACAMOLE STORAGE

Dear Heloise: When storing guacamole, place
plastic wrap onto the guacamole, removing all
air. This will keep the guacamole from turning
dark. — Jim in Texas

Great hint! Another helpful hint is to sprinkle
a little lemon or lime juice or vinegar over the
guacamole. If the top of the guacamole does turn
brown, just scrape off the top layer — the other
stuff is still good. — Heloise

FRIDGE STORAGE

Dear Heloise: Like most people, our refrig-
erator hydrators have an assortment of leftover
peppers, onions, tomatoes, etc. If they are not
wrapped, they get soft and start to spoil. I now
use the plastic carrier from the store-bought ro-
tisserie chicken to house the leftover items. It’s
sturdy and has air holes already punched through
the top. Leftovers now stay fresher longer, and I
even added one for fruit. — Gary, via email

NOTE: Please be sure to wash well with soap
and water first. — Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Email: Heloise(at)Heloise.com
CORN SILK

Dear Heloise: I was recently having corn on
the cob for dinner. It was exceptionally covered
with silk, and I was having trouble getting it off. I
grabbed a coffee filter, folded it in fourths and ran
it over the cob. The silk came right off. — Phylis
in Ohio

BUTTER

Dear Heloise: I see unsalted butter and salt
called for in the same recipe. Can I just use salted
butter? — Lois K., via email

Yes, you probably can, especially if the amount
of butter is not much compared with the whole
recipe. The amount of salt in butter is minimal, so
you should be OK. I say go for it, taste-test and
see. — Heloise

FRESHEN UP CRACKERS

Dear Heloise: Crackers and pretzels can be re-
freshed in the oven on low temperature. Cookies
can be refreshed with a few seconds in the micro-
wave. In both cases, the food should be closely
monitored. — Rita Loucks, Houston

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge e steve Becker

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
4KS83
Q76
€J85
*AKI2
WEST
®1096
¥J)53
*Q1064
Q75
SOUTH
®AQT4
YAK10942
*AT7
&4
The bidding:
North East
L& Pass
3 Pass
5S¢ Pass
6W
Opening lead — four of diamonds.

Picture Bidding

Cuebidding as a means of exploring slam pos-
sibilities is an art that has not been sufficiently
cultivated by the general bridge-playing public.
As a case in point, take this deal from a team con-
test.

At one table, the bidding went as shown. After
South’s jump-shift and North’s heart raise, South
immediately invoked the Blackwood Conven-
tion. After learning that North had an ace and
two kings, South had to guess which two kings
his partner held. If one of them was the king of
spades, 13 tricks -- six hearts, four spades, the ace
of clubs, the ace of diamonds and North’s second
king -- could be counted.

Reluctant to jeopardize the small slam, South
settled for six hearts. When he saw the dummy,
he chided himself for being such a pessimist.

At the other table, the auction began the same
way, but on the second round, South chose not to
use Blackwood immediately and instead initiated

South
29

4 NT

SNT Pass

a campaign to elicit precise information from his
partner:

North  East South  West

1 Pass 29 Pass

3¢ Pass 3 Pass

4 & Pass 44 Pass

46 Pass 4NT Pass

54 Pass SNT Pass

6V Pass 7NT

South’s three-spade bid was a cuebid an-
nouncing first-round control of that suit (usu-
ally the ace) and asked North to reply in kind.
North’s four-club bid and South’s four-diamond
bid showed additional first-round controls. Then
came the bid South was waiting to hear -- four
spades, indicating second-round control (usually
the king) of that suit.

From then on, it was easy. South learned via
Blackwood that North had an ace and two kings
-- just as his counterpart had -- but South knew
one of the kings was the king of spades, so it was
easy to bid the grand slam.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Family Circus e Bil Keane

©2011 Bil Keane, Inc
Dist. by King Features Synd
www.familycircus.com

“No, you’ll have to whisper on my
OTHER side — I'm left-eared.”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty Level

* %k

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: POPULAR COMIC STRIP
ABOUT A BUNGLING FOOL FROM A SOUTHEAST
ASIAN ISLAND: “THE BORNEO LOSER.”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals F

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 23 Mirror’s 40 Teut. 9 — and

1 “—the offering 41 Easter- dining
season 25 Use egg 10 Opposite
the prepara- of post-

4 Perched oven tion 12 Coincide

7 Under- 26 Use a 14 Sharpen
stand, teaspoon DOWN 15 Airline to
slangily 27 Geologi- 1 Cafeteria Stock-

8 Tennis cal stack holm
player’s period 2 Greek 19 Regret
sore 28 Weeps vowel 20 Rowing
spot loudly 3 Kadiddle- need

10 Dish 30 Lawyers’ hopper 21 Christ-

11 lllinois org. portrayer mas
city 33 No 4 Coasters song

13 Events traitor 5 Home 22 Accepted
of 36 Smoothly, 6 Actress 23 “— have
7/29/81 in Spelling to do”
and music 7 Latch 24 Lost
4/29/11 37 Battery (onto) 25 — canto

16 Type terminal 8 Tools 26 Faint
squares 38 Twelve for 28 Fire

17 “— 39 Sorts duels 29 Subse-
Foolish  solution time: 27 mins. quently
Things” 30 Heard

18 401(k) the alarm
alterna- 31 Founda-
tive tions

19 OIld 32 Exist
World 34 Enthusi-
deer astic,

20 Singles VIV plus

21 Dracula, 7| 35 Sans
e.g. S siblings

Yesterday’s answer 6-1
1 [2 |3 4 |5 |6
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