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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms
after 1 a.m. Patchy fog after 1
a.m. Otherwise, mostly cloudy,
with a low around 56. East wind
around 15 mph.

Thursday: Patchy fog before
1 p.m. Otherwise, mostly cloudy,
with a high near 71. North wind
between 10 and 15 mph.

Thursday Night: Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 53.
North wind around 15 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 78. North wind around
15 mph.

Friday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 1 a.m. Partly cloudy,
with a low around 55.

Saturday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly sunny, with a high
near 82.

Saturday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 61.

Sunday: Mostly sunny and
breezy, with a high near 92.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy

the fall.

Normally the county can’t legally take action until
three notices have been given, the last one being a
certified letter, Berens said. In this case though, the
county has been given permission by Urban’s widow
and sons to spray the weeds wherever necessary. Un-
fortunately, because it is so late in the season, spray-
ing will not take care of the thistle completely, which
has already started to bloom.

Schrock said now all they can do is disc the prop-
erty and spray, which will take care of some of the
thistle but, “it’s a preventable solution, they need to
be killed,” which is a program that can be started in

In other business, the commissioners:

* Heard 2012 budget recommendations from Sher-
iff Rod Taylor. Taylor and the commissioners dis-
cussed what line items could be cut and where the
budget could allow for increase. For the most part,
much of the budget for the Sheriff’s office and jail
will remain the same. However, Taylor did discuss
the need to increase his fuel budget from $20,000
to $30,000. He said his department has already used
64.7 percent of his current fuel budget and projects
to run over for 2011. The communication contract
with the city of Colby for dispatch services also rose
from $59,668 to $62,841.

* Resolved two clerical issues, including a special
assessment tax on Sewell Avenue for $4,162.54,
which was charged in error to C.E.S. Sutherland
Management LL.C, when it should have been as-

mously.

Arizona wildfire smoke

reaches Colby Tuesday

From “SMOKE,” Page 1

uation. It’s amazing the blessings

and breezy, with a low around
63.

Monday: Mostly sunny and
breezy, with a high near 91.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy
and breezy, with a low around
61.

Tuesday: Partly sunny and
breezy, with a high near 92.

Frenzen said.

In Arizona, heavy smoke forced
the closure of several roads, in-
cluding about a two-mile stretch
of U.S. Highway 180 between
Alpine and the New Mexico line,

In Springerville, the giant plume
of white smoke that had billowed

you get as the storm is going on,”
Hoppe said.

About 2,700 to 3,000 people are
believed to have fled Alpine and
Nutrioso late last week, Gov. Jan
Brewer said.

Roughly 2,500 firefighters, in-
cluding many from several west-
ern states and as far away as New

County to battle thistles
on property south of Colby

From “COUNTY,” Page 1 sessed to Farmers and Merchants Bank.

Commissioner Byron Sowers made a motion to
transfer $47,762 to building repairs from special re-
serve because of a computer error. It was seconded

by Commissioner Paul Steele and passed unani-

e Approved minutes from the May 27 meeting.
The motion was made by Steele, seconded by Sow-
ers and passed unanimously. It included a request for
the county custodian to turn in keys for offices where
they have decided to do their own cleaning.

* Discussed the option to participate in a state-wide
Rural Opportunity Zone Law program. It was initi-
ated by Governor Sam Brownback to draw young
adults back to Kansas after they attend post-second-
ary education. The commissioners said they have a
lot of unanswered questions about the program, but
must make a decision by July 1. Many neighboring
counties are opting out because of the lack of infor-
mation available.

* Announced that the Local Environmental Protec-
tion Group would not be cut entirely from the state
budget, as originally expected. The group’s bud-
get did get cut from $73,383 in fiscal year 2011 to
$52,155 for fiscal year 2012.

* Discussed the need for a new ambulance build-
ing. The commissioners have invited Colby Mayor
Gary Adrian and City Manager Carolyn Armstrong
to attend a meeting on June 20 to discuss options.

* Resolved a financial report issue concerning an
outstanding balance of $20,867.12,- which is due to
the county landfill from Cahoj Earth Moving.

From “SENATOR,” Page 1

“My district is perfect, one
square to another,” he said. “I"d
hate to change anything there.”

Ostmeyer said counties like
Phillips or Rush could be added
to his district to make up the
population difference, however,
he said he does not want to at-
tach Hays to any district around
it because the demographics are
so different between urban and
rural areas. Most Hays schools
play in different classes than
any others in northwest Kansas,
and the high population area
would dominate the politics of
any large district.

House districts will also have
to go up in size. Rep. Rick
Billinger said the districts have
been about 18,000 people each,
but that could change to as high
as 20,000.

Latest census data puts
Billinger’s 121st District at
19,000. However, between 2000
and 2010, the district, which
includes Sherman, Thomas,
Sheridan and Graham Counties,

Senator involved
in redistricting

lost 1,636. The committee may
add more territory. It also might
break up one or more districts
and redistribute them among
others.

Billinger is not on the House
redistricting committee, but said
urban areas like Johnson County
are likely to gain several House
seats while western Kansas may
lose some.

Ostmeyer said he expects Rep.
Don Hineman’s District 118 to
be heavily affected during re-
districting. District 118 includes
Wallace, Logan, Wichita, Gove,
Lane, Trego and Rush Counties
and part of Ness County. Those
counties saw population decline
in the last 10 years, and Wal-
lace, Wichita, Gove and Lane
Counties each saw a decrease of
more than 10 percent.

The committee will spend all
summer negotiating the chang-
es, Ostmeyer said, and the Leg-
islature will ratify them at the
2012 session. The new districts
will take effect in time for the
2012 election.
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