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On the Beat

Bankruptcy Questions?
Call Toll Free (800) 864-4619

200 W 13th - Hays, KS
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file 

for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.
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(800) 611-6735

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
To have your ad placed in the Business Directory 

call Andrea, Kathryn or Shannon today at 462-3963.
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David Browne III
550 N. Franklin

Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Representing many companies to 
provide all your insurance needs:

• Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV
• Farm and Crop Insurance
• Commercial Property, Automobiles
• General Liability, Workers Compensation
• Inland Marine, Builders Risk
• Auto Service Shops
• Body Shop and Collision Repair
• Contractors 
• Restaurants
• Salons and Day Spas
• Strip Malls, Condominiums
• Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 • 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 • Fax: 785-462-3752

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com • www.thomascountyins.com

 For great coverage 
     and customer 

     service contact me!

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. • Colby, KS

Meadowlake Golf Course, Restaurant and Lounge are 
public facilities, not private - everyone welcome.

Golf season is here. Come join in the 
fun at our new low season prices!

Restaurant and Lounge are open 
Monday - Saturday

Prime Rib, Salad Bar and Desert Special 
every Saturday night

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
785-462-6642

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

ROOFMASTERS
Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Wood Shingles
IR Shingles

Stone Coated Steel
Metal Panels

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

White TPO Single Ply
Modified Systems
Built up Systems

Elastomeric Coating

NEED EXTRA MONEY?
Be a Newspaper Carrier!

Call us or 
stop by!

Give it a try!  
See what the Business Directory 

can do for you!

COLBY POLICE
Thursday

5:13 a.m. – Assisted ambulance 
crew.

5:41 a.m. – Checked on subject 
from above call.

7:44  a.m.  –  Security check at 
Sleep Inn.

9:33 a.m. – Caller reported dogs 
at large by Colby Care Center. 
One caught; one notice to appear 
issued.

11:14  a.m.  –  Caller reported 
woman screaming and then leav-
ing in vehicle. Contact made, all 
OK.

4:05 p.m. – Caller reported ve-

hicle parked for months on street. 
Tow away notice posted.

8:24 p.m. – Caller reported sub-
jects using paint ball guns at Fer-
guson Park. Spoke to subjects; all 
OK.

8:57  p.m.  –  Attempt to locate 
subject for emergency message. 
Not found.

10:48  p.m.  –  Caller reported 
possible drunk driver westbound 
in the 100 block of Davis Avenue. 
Driving under the influence report 
filed on traffic stop.

10:54  p.m.  –  Caller reported 
two children left home alone. All 
OK; spoke to subject.

Jerry Bennett, Christian 
music singer from Nashville, 
Tenn., will be perform-
ing at 7 p.m. Saturday 
at the Christian Church 
in Atwood and again 
at 7 p.m. Sunday at 
the Gateway in Ober-
lin. Admission is free 
but an offering will be 
taken.

Bennett has won 
honors in the Families 
Advocating Moral En-
tertainment Awards including 

Keyboard Player of the Year, 
Gospel Artist of the Year and 

Entertainer of the Year. 
In addition, he was the 
2010 Peoples’ Choice 
Award recipient. 

Bennett has written 
and recorded several 
songs that have made 
it to the top 40 charts 
including “My God 
Forgets,” “The Prom-
ise,” “I’ll Soon Be 
Gone” and others.

Jerry Bennett

Singer to appear
in Atwood, Oberlin

Protect your private information
Thanks to the Internet, we can now share 

emails, photos and videos with friends and 
family members around the world instantly – 
even from our phones. But as easy and con-
venient as it is to share information online, it 
can be equally difficult to protect information 
from being shared with scammers and identity 
thieves. 

June is Internet Safety Month, so now is a 
perfect time to review your online accounts 
and privacy settings to ensure your personal 
information is secure. Here are a few simple 
tips to keep you safe online: 

•Use antivirus and spyware protection soft-
ware, and update it regularly. Also, be sure to 
check for updates to your computer’s operat-
ing system regularly, as these updates often 
contain security patches to address the latest 
threats from hackers.

•  Protect your passwords. Make sure your 
passwords are strong – especially for email 
accounts and sites containing financial infor-
mation, like online banking or shopping sites. 
Including a mix of upper- and lowercase let-
ters, numbers and symbols can make your 
passwords much more difficult to hack.

• Check your privacy settings on social net-
work sites. Make sure the information you 
share is restricted only to people you know. 
Sites such as Facebook feature privacy set-
tings that can be customized, so that different 
amounts of information can be shared with dif-
ferent groups of people.

• Be careful what you click on. Online ads 
can be deceptive, and lead to malicious sites. 
Don’t download programs, videos or other 
files unless you know and trust the source of 
the content.

• Read the fine print. When shopping online, 
be sure to read the terms and conditions, and 
be wary of offers that sound too good to be 
true.

•  Back up regularly. Copy your important 

files to a removable disk, such as a CD, flash 
drive or external hard drive, and store it in a 
safe place.

• Wipe or destroy the hard drive of old com-
puters before disposing. Even after you delete 
files, information could still be accessible on 
the hard drive. Several online resources are 
available to show you how to erase the files 
from your old hard drives.

Above all, common sense and discretion 
should guide all online activity. Don’t post 
any information online you wouldn’t want on 
the front page of your community newspaper, 
because the Internet is just as public, with a 
worldwide audience.

In the unfortunate event you become a vic-
tim of identity theft online, our Consumer Pro-
tection Division is available to help. Identity 
theft is a crime in Kansas, and we can work 
with your local police to investigate it and with 
your local county or district attorney to pros-
ecute it. 

We also have resources available on our 
website, www.ksag.org, to help you put the 
pieces back together, and you can always con-
tact us at (800) 432-2310 for more assistance.

• Attorney
   General

Derek
Schmidt

Streamside trees offer
prime wildlife habitat

Sorghum harvest updates offered on website
Riparian (streamside) forests 

are the habitat of choice in the 
Great Plains for a wide variety 
of terrestrial and aquatic wildlife. 
The forests have changed since 
pioneer days, but continue to pro-
vide a unique mix of water, food 
and cover.

And, they could be doing even 
more, said Bill Beck, watershed 
specialist with the Kansas Forest 
Service.

“So long as you have land with 
some riparian acreage, the forest 
service can assist you in manag-
ing to meet wildlife objectives,” 
he said. “You can be a hunter, a 
birder or someone who simply 
enjoys catching the occasional 
glimpse of nearby wildlife.”  

About 200 years ago, the Plains’ 
riparian forests were a de facto 
meat and herb market for Na-
tive Americans and early settlers, 
Beck said. They were shooting 
sports sites for the fort-building 
U.S. Frontier Army.

“One of the biggest changes 
since then, of course, is that mas-
sive herds of bison no longer con-
gregate to ride out the region’s 
weather extremes in large river-
bottom stands of cottonwoods 
and willows,” he said. “But, our 
streamside forests are still a pro-
tective transition zone between 
aquatic and upland ecosystems. 
So, they offer a wide range of 
niches and micro-habitats for oth-
er wildlife.”

The forester offered these ex-
amples:

• Tree roots and woody debris in 
a stream channel provide habitat 
and attachment surfaces for am-
phibians, reptiles, fish and macro-
invertebrates (e.g., insects clams, 
snails, flatworms, crustaceans, 
etc.).

•  Woody debris in the channel 
also helps to create riffles, runs, 
and pools – stream structures im-

portant to fish.
•  The tree canopies that over-

hang a stream help regulate the 
water’s temperature, thus improv-
ing the stream’s dissolved oxygen 
content. This promotes balance in 
the aquatic ecosystem, as well as 
fish health.

• Because they grow alongside 
a linear stream or river, riparian 
trees create a lot of forest edge 
– an important factor for many 
wildlife species, including rabbits 
and quail.

•  The large woody debris that 
falls from the canopy to the for-
est flower creates den sites and 
attracts both insects and small ani-
mals. 

• The insects and small animals, 
in turn, serve as prey for such 
predators as bobcats, coyotes, 
snakes and raptor-type birds. 

• Standing dead trees, known as 
snags, become nesting or den sites 
for woodpeckers, song birds, and 
such mammals as the squirrel, bat 
and raccoon. 

•  Living riparian trees provide 
roosting sites for turkeys and the 
occasional bald eagle (particularly 
in large bur oaks, sycamores and/
or cottonwoods beside a river.)

“By their very nature, Kansas 
riparian forests also are likely to 
attract waterfowl, including the 
wood duck, bufflehead, goldeneye 
and merganser,” Beck said. “But, 
the forest service can help land-
owners make those forests even 
more alluring to the bird species 
that love water and marshes.”

Information about riparian for-
ests is available on the Kansas 
Forest Service website at www.
kansasforests.org/riparian/index.
shtml. That page also includes a 
link to the “KFS Staff” site, which 
provides contact information for 
Beck and for Kansas’ district for-
esters.

The International Grains Pro-
gram at Kansas State University 
has joined the United Sorghum 
Check-Off Program based in Lub-
bock, Texas, in an effort to educate 
consumers about grain sorghum’s 
multi-purpose benefits as a com-
modity.  

The project participants will 
submit grain sorghum samples for 
quality testing and the data will be 
mapped according to production 
regions and posted on the depart-
ment’s website, said Mark Fowler, 

grains program associate director. 
In addition to mapping sor-

ghum’s regional quality attributes, 
the program is working with pro-
ducers from various regions to 
provide updates as harvest pro-
gresses. The producer profiles and 
harvest updates will be available 
on the program’s website, www.
grains.ksu.edu/IGP. 

“As we have seen during wheat 
harvest,” Fowler said, “the pro-
ducer profiles and harvest updates 
are popular with our international 

grain buyers and provide a glimpse 
into American crop production on 
a more personal level. It also helps 
strengthen our relationship as they 
look to K-State for its leadership 
in the field of grain science.”

Jeff Casten, a Kansas producer 
from Quenemo, sees the grain sor-
ghum quality survey as an oppor-
tunity to communicate the benefits 
of the crop.

“Sorghum’s primarily thought 
of as a feed for animals, but 
we’re finding out through more 

research, that there are more uses 
for sorghum,” Casten says. “To-
day we’re seeing good demand in 
areas where ethanol plants are and 
they are using it. It’s making the 
market change.” 

The survey information and 
interpretation will update grain 
buyers and potential processors 
on the quality of the 2011 grain 
sorghum crop. The survey will be-
gin in June starting with the grain 
sorghum harvest in Texas and will 
continue into the fall.

Meeting on human resources
Wednesday at Colby College

The Western Kansas Human 
Resource Management Associa-
tion meets Wednesday at the Col-
by Community College Student 
Union. Lunch is at 11:30 a.m. 
The program will be from noon to 
1 p.m., with Phil Hayes giving a 
Kansas unemployment insurance 
update. is vice president, human 
resource services and operations 
for The Arnold Group, a human 
resource company providing con-
sulting, supervisory training, em-
ployment assessments and staff-

ing services. 
The group is a local chapter of 

the Society of Human Resource 
Management, meeting once a 
month with a presenter speaking 
on topics important to today’s 
employers, such as healthcare re-
form, leading change, managing 
generations, unemployment.  Net-
working opportunities with local 
business people are a benefit.

To attend, notify mel.fortin@
colbycc.edu by noon on Tuesday.
wkhrma.org.

Groundhog hitches ride with unsuspecting Pennsylvania man
WHITEHALL, Pa. (AP) — A stowaway 

groundhog created quite a mess, not to men-
tion a neighborhood ruckus that drew police, a 
state wildlife officer and even the mayor, when 
it became trapped inside a car in suburban Al-
lentown.

The fat, furry rodent tore up the back seat 
of a 1995 Pontiac Bonneville and used the car 
as a toilet.

Tyler Duncan, 20, of New Tripoli, made the 

unpleasant discovery when he returned to the 
car following a sleepover at a friend’s house in 
Whitehall Township, according to the Morn-
ing Call of Allentown.

“I screamed,” he said.
He called his mother, Sharon Duncan, who 

was brave enough to get in the car and start 
cleaning it. As she was picking up, Duncan’s 
friend’s mother caught a glimpse of the buck-
toothed varmint trying to escape from under-

neath the seat. She, too, began screaming.
Township police and a state wildlife offi-

cer worked together to catch the woodchuck, 
which was put in a cage and released to the 
wild. Authorities believe the critter had trav-
eled with Duncan from New Tripoli to White-
hall, a distance of about 15 miles.

Whitehall Mayor Ed Hozza Jr. joked that he 
gave a “direct order” to take the groundhog 
back to New Tripoli.


