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Friend sabotages
her constantly

Dear Dr. Brothers: I don’t know what is
wrong, but my friend is trying to sabotage me in
our baby group. Maybe I should call her a “fren-
emy” instead of a “friend.” She is always mak-
ing comparisons between her baby and mine. Her
baby can say 36 words, and mine is still stuck on
“Mama.” She even mocks my choice of diapers.
How do I get her to stop being mean? She never
did this before we had kids. — G.D.

Dear G.D.: There is something about hav-
ing babies and joining baby groups that invites
competition. Especially if you both are first-time
mothers, there is a constant search for bench-
marks, validation and anything that makes you
feel more secure. Also, it’s never too early to start
competing for coveted spots in the leading pre-
school. See what I mean? It’s a jungle out there.

Your friend/frenemy may be feeling the pres-
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she secretly feels is cuter than hers, or more coor-
dinated, or more attached to Mommy. It could be
almost anything. The fact is you will run into peo-
ple like this as long as you have a child in groups
with other kids. If you care about the friendship,
try to have a couple of “girls’ days out” so that
you can rekindle the feelings that brought you to-
gether before there were babies. You sound like a
good person — so you may have to take the lead in
not taking offence when the cattiness starts.
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- Sudoku puzzle is at right. g
Dear M.A.: I am reluctant to call this decep-

tion “fair.” You don’t have any idea what the re-
action to your news might be, and while it is pos-
sible the man would marry you, it seems unlikely,
given your feelings. If you are having a casual re-
lationship, he still might want to be a father. That
would mean he’s going to be in your lifeevenif DNWP EZ ND PBMI WNGCPH
he doesn’t have a romantic relationship with you.
Another possibility is he might wish to support
the child financially but in no other way. None of
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other whenever possible, East knew that declarer
had the missing three of diamonds!

How did he know this? Because when the A-K
of diamonds were cashed, West had followed
first with the seven and then with the four, indi-
cating — in accordance with standard practice —
that he had a doubleton diamond. Had West held
the 7-4-3 instead, he would have played the three
first and the four next.

Some players might think that this is cutting
too fine a line in bridge, but it is surely better to
play the game precisely than to have to resort to
guesswork.
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