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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 6/16

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 6/15

A Good Rule of Thumb
There are many means by which the defenders 

can avoid having to guess in what might appear 
to be a guessing situation. Here is a case of this 
type. 

South was in three notrump, and West led a 
spade to East’s jack and declarer’s king. At this 
point, South had only eight sure tricks and need-
ed a ninth. His primary concern was that if he 
next led a low club to the king and East won with 
the ace, a spade return might sink the contract. 

So, being a highly resourceful player, he first 
cashed the A-K of diamonds and then led the 
queen of clubs, trying to create the impression 
that he had started with only two diamonds and 
was trying to develop an entry to dummy to cash 
the Q-J-10. 

This ingenious maneuver would no doubt have 
succeeded against many Easts, who might have 
refused to take the queen of clubs with the ace. 
That would have been fatal to the defense in the 
actual deal. 

But East and West were both first-rate defend-
ers and had no trouble seeing through South’s 
scheme. East took the queen with the ace and re-
turned a spade, and declarer finished down one. 

How was East able to diagnose what declarer 
was doing? In truth, he had no problem at all. As 
happens so often when good defenders help each 
other whenever possible, East knew that declarer 
had the missing three of diamonds! 

How did he know this? Because when the A-K 
of diamonds were cashed, West had followed 
first with the seven and then with the four, indi-
cating – in accordance with standard practice – 
that he had a doubleton diamond. Had West held 
the 7-4-3 instead, he would have played the three 
first and the four next. 

Some players might think that this is cutting 
too fine a line in bridge, but it is surely better to 
play the game precisely than to have to resort to 
guesswork.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I don’t know what is 
wrong, but my friend is trying to sabotage me in 
our baby group. Maybe I should call her a “fren-
emy” instead of a “friend.” She is always mak-
ing comparisons between her baby and mine. Her 
baby can say 36 words, and mine is still stuck on 
“Mama.” She even mocks my choice of diapers. 
How do I get her to stop being mean? She never 
did this before we had kids. – G.D.

Dear G.D.: There is something about hav-
ing babies and joining baby groups that invites 
competition. Especially if you both are first-time 
mothers, there is a constant search for bench-
marks, validation and anything that makes you 
feel more secure. Also, it’s never too early to start 
competing for coveted spots in the leading pre-
school. See what I mean? It’s a jungle out there.

Your friend/frenemy may be feeling the pres-
sure keenly. In fact, it is likely she is jealous of 
you now you have something she doesn’t – a kid 
she secretly feels is cuter than hers, or more coor-
dinated, or more attached to Mommy. It could be 
almost anything. The fact is you will run into peo-
ple like this as long as you have a child in groups 
with other kids. If you care about the friendship, 
try to have a couple of “girls’ days out” so that 
you can rekindle the feelings that brought you to-
gether before there were babies. You sound like a 
good person – so you may have to take the lead in 
not taking offence when the cattiness starts.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am not a kid – I’m in my 
mid-30s. I’ve been dating a guy for six months, 
and just found out I am pregnant. The thought 
of having a baby is exciting – I know I could 
manage because I have a supportive family and 
a good job – but I am not keen on having this 
guy in my life. I could break up with him and 
he would never know he was the father. Do you 
think this would be a fair solution? – M.A.

Dear M.A.: I am reluctant to call this decep-
tion “fair.” You don’t have any idea what the re-
action to your news might be, and while it is pos-
sible the man would marry you, it seems unlikely, 
given your feelings. If you are having a casual re-
lationship, he still might want to be a father. That 
would mean he’s going to be in your life even if 
he doesn’t have a romantic relationship with you. 
Another possibility is he might wish to support 
the child financially but in no other way. None of 
these can be acted out if you hide the truth.

There’s little chance you could keep this secret 
from your child for long, once she or he is an 
adult. So if you have decided to have and keep 
the child – two big things to think about – your 
ability to be fair will increase if you emphasize 
being truthful. You will have more cooperation 
if things are out in the open. You can sit down 
with the father-to-be and come to a meeting of 
the minds about the baby. This way, you will 
have a better idea what the real facts are about 
your future.

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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