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Dear Heloise: I have a big question that I
haven’t seen addressed in your column. We live
in the Hill Country of Texas (not too far from San

LOT OF PE,PPER ON / SERGEANT WHEN... "WHEN" TO ANY are the effects of vinegar on a septic tank? —  &-17
THAT GUYS SALAD! SNORKEL FOOPD...EVEN PEPPER © 2017 Bl Keans, ic

Deanna J., Canyon Lake, Texas

Research shows that using safer biodegrad-
able cleaners, like vinegar, is better than harsher
cleaners, especially if you use a lot at one time.
So, small amounts of vinegar as a cleaning agent
should be OK in a septic system, and certainly is
better than superstrong products.

We have a septic system, and I’ve used vinegar
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“He’s checkin’ to see how
energetic we’ve been.”
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MOt for 30 years without a problem! 1 5 7
(WALKER Also, don’t stress the septic tank by running A
many loads of laundry and the dishwasher at the 2 7 4 f
5 i same time. £
Blondie ¢ Chic Young If cleaning-product labels warn of danger or 9 2 3%
ALL THE WORLD LEADERS SHOULD I'M SURPRISED \ /" I'M SURPRISED | poison, don’t pour them down the drain. There’s 4 2 3 g
ASK THEIR BARBERS FOR ADVICE 3 ﬂON'T KNOW HE DIDN'T KNOW lots of information available online about the E
P Z 1 ﬁ:THATA\ P o proper care of septic tanks. If you don’t have ac- 5 2 g
] %, e, SNIP o cess to a computer, contact your county extension z
// // 2 ] @T&" // office. For other ways to save money using vine- 1 5 9 Z
0 A 3 S gar, just send a long, stamped (64 cents), self-ad- E
: - dressed envelope to: Heloise/Vinegar, P.O. Box 7 9 s
- 1 795001, San Antonio, TX 78279-5001. If there’s §
2o [ too much salt in your favorite dish, try adding a 89 4 z
H g dash of vinegar! — Heloise 6 1 5 =
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g 3 Dear Heloise: I just read a hint in the San Anto- Difficulty Level % % % % o7
° H nio Express-News on shredding paper. The reader 7.0 logic-based num- [6]8]2[4[1]5]7]9
suggested lining the shredder basket with a plas- ber placement puzzle. 5/49(3[7/2[1]8
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne tic bag. I have an idea to cut down on the amount 7, goalis to enteranum- |117/3]8/6/9|5/4
of shredding altogether. Just tear off the part of .. ;%9 1 oacheellinwhich 1319217(2]4/8|6|5
REMEMBER WHEN WE Gor the page or pages that hold the personal informa- ’h ’ ! d3e3 |818111719/613]2
MARRIED, YOU PROMISED TO tion, then recycle the rest of the page. Many times eact row, Cotumn anc 2X5 -1 516/411/5/3|8/7
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LITTLE HEART DESIRES 2 itis ) . c and : instance of eachnumeral. |41 5|9/3 7|26
at need shredding. — Samantha, via email The solution to the last [713]8l624l91
Yes, indeed! I do the very same. One note: Be Sudoku puzzle is at right. e
sure to go through the pages, because sometimes
\ there is info on other pages. — Heloise

Dear Heloise: I manage a farm market and was
frustrated by cardboard tags on plants dissolving
in rain or when they are watered. I now cut up
plastic milk bottles into strips, punch a hole, add
wire or string and mark them with a permanent
marker. If it is a flowering plant (like hibiscus),
I also add the color of the flower in case only
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I no longer had space on the living-room floor KP GWNS Q NSH Q MW Q SHNGS.

to layer my quilts, as many quilters do. One day
after stripping my bed, I noticed the nice, flat
surface of the mattress and thought, “Queen-size
bed, double-size quilt.” It worked very well —
backing, batting and quilt top. I was able to trim
the backing and reach under to pin the layers to-
gether. — Hilde in New Jersey
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE VOCAL GROUP’S
SONGS HAVE DRIVING BEATS AND NO
INSTRUMENTAL BACKUP. IT’S ALL ROCK-
CAPPELLA.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals T

Bridge ° Steve Becker Crossword * Eugene Sheffer

( HIL, WE'RE HOME. YOU CAN STOP .
I?'Es SF?HOOI;( \éEVAERR:t'S' OVER!J HAHAHAHAHAHAHA... § LAUGHING NOW. P?rtlnef bids Oﬂ%vgeta“’ aildd the ACROSS 35 Run-down DOWN 17 Stuporous
NALL hext player passes. What would you 1 Cow 37 Sea 1 Caustic state
Y 2 . .
. _ 7] / '.f;;. /, 2. HAHAHAHAHAHAHA. .. igilz(’}?a‘:“g};h each of the following catcher? eagle solution 19 Doughnut
H } \ 1. # KOS ¥ 103 ¢ QI42 # AQI6 6 AWOL's 38 Wgst 2 Intend coat
) 4 pursuers Point 3 Move 21 Crony
3 ~E 2.4 752 9 K4 & A983 & AK42 . S
- s /9 ~ 9 Church newbie jerkily 22 Swelled
g R— 3.8 KQJ632 ¥ A4 ¢ KQ7 % Q6
ey | — 4.4 10 ¥ Q8743 ¢ 86 & KJ952 i Sgalt 41 Moray or . ;‘\‘/:0“9 ” Eead
' - ) o “Holy conger eyers uau
§ / - L . cow!” 43 Charged of bowlful
-4 \ W A Bidding Quiz 13 Mighty bit “SNL” 26 Leave in
; :‘ Y, .‘ l N 1. Two notrump. This indicates a hand of 13 tree 44 Hebrew 50r, ina the lurch
: I 4\ ) to 15 high-card points with notrump distribution 14 Actress month musical 28 Less
' (4-3-3-3 or 4-4-3-2) and stoppers in the three un- Longoria 45 6-Down, score extroverted
bid suits. The two-notrump response tells partner 15 Sends out e.g. 6 Mid-May 30 Profit
OF COURSE, IT’S ESPECIALLY ¢ [T'S SATURDAY TIME NO LONGER : P resb b _ 16 Social 47 Sparkle honoree 32 Animal
A GOOD MORNING FOR ME © ’ precisely the type of hand you have, usually put -
, g HIL. HAS A HOLD ON ting him in an ideal position to choose the best network- 49 The 7 Dog's 33 Important
SINCE SCHOOL’S OVER. TOO p ME, MOM. SUCH IS final contract ing site same dogs numero
BAD YOU TWO STILL HAVE § - MY FREEDOM NOW. S : ) ioht for dt 18 Some 52 Always, in 8 Schuss 34 Corral
TO 6O TO WORK. el 2 ome players might preler o respond two KFC verse 9 Partner 36 Severe
S, Z ’ clubs w1th this hand, but the f.act. remains thgt two pieces 53 Soldier or of Paul lack
3 > A0 notrump is much more descriptive of the kind of 29 “Monopo- carpenter and 38 Incarcer-
: / =] hand you actually have than the ambiguous two- ly” 54 Gather Mary ated
' 3 é (/=] club response. Simplest is best. payment 55 Parched 10 Occur- 39 Freud
g: — /ﬂ 2. Two clubs. Here you can’t bid two notrump, 21 Favorite 56 To the — rence contem-
- g as you don’t have a spade stopper. The best 23 Micro- degree 11 Imperfec- porary
’% g / choice is to bide your time by bidding two clubs b;few_ery 57 Bizarre tions 40 Super-
4 H and await developments. Your side may very well orrering . . market
g . :
£ AN ' //// / [ ¥ wind up in three notrump, but partner will have to 24 Compo- Solution time: 25 mins. section
. o . bid notrump or spades to get you there. nmznghc:: f i ,G ': E ; E ? \g zg (SJIo”nfine d
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts 3. Two spades. The jump-shift indicates 17 or ic's RNEEE N BEOB with “up”
TopD, SoME PEOPLE | [WELL, ENEN W AT | [LATER ... UNDER COATING. .. Don'T | MOre points and interest in slam. It is normally —— TICE 46 Cleo's
BELIEVE THERE ARE | |WERE TRUE, WE'RE AL RIGRT, MR\ FORGET To PAY EXTRA based on one of two types of hands: a hand con- 25 O in W e water
ONE-FRAME SuBLImMinaL] | T0© SMAR}T To FALL F;STBR\DGIE F "\ FOR UNDERCOATING. .. taining a powerful suit, or a hand with excellent years i s 48 Bronze
MESSAGES IN MoVIES | | FOR THAT. DARN You'LL SIGN T support for partner’s suit. Players who respond 27 Bad R S 50 Skater
Tl \ T | RIGH MERCEDES ! . To E I
ELLIN' US To Go BuY |4 RIGHT ! WERE, PLEASE, ~ one spade with this type of hand usually find that lighting? i ry Babilonia
Slzif\ WE WOULDN'TJ= L T HEW HEH HEH)| — Qe) there’s no good way to tell partner later on about 29 Lyricist £ o] 51 “A Chorus
ALY BoyJTHATS iy —~ the strong possibility of a slam. The winning ap- Hart s E Line”
CRAZY b ¥y— — &P y & ap ; S E
V' D 4 &3 =, ey proach in the long run is to send the slam mes- 31 Minor 2 show-
' < I ( vr-.'\\ L PO ‘{5% sage right away. setback Yesterday’s answer 6-17 stopper
T ~ M" - -~ ;‘ g The jump-shift does not commit your side to [t [2 [3 [4 |5 6 [7 |8 9 [10 [t
S (@ ”“""""' g a slam. In the present case, for example, if part- - 3 ”
% O r VS QL % 3 ] ner’s response to two spades were two notrump,
-%_Az = P 9 = @ = rosegs you would rebid your spades. If partner then bid 16
three notrump, denying interest in a slam for the
: o T; second time, you would do best to pass.
Z1ts Jim Borgman & JePPy Scotb 4. Four hearts. This is a pre-emptive bid, pure
o ot Z . d simple. It tells partner that you h -
: ' ITS GONNA BE and simple. It tells partner that you have a reason
b MO VE! YOU MOVE! A LO-O-O-ONG g < 2 ,gj ably good hand if hearts are trumps, but a rather
SUMMER.. lled | poor hand defensively. Usually, the immediate
S leap to four is based on at least five trumps, about
9 five to nine high-card points and nearly always a
¥ singleton or a void. The primary purpose of the
bid is to try to shut the opponents out of the bid-
§ ding. Thus, in the present case, there is a strong
i possibility that the opponents can do well in
some number of spades, and your four-heart bid

will make it that much more difficult for them to
find their fit.
(¢)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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