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Storm clouds linger

KEVIN BTTRELL/CoIby Free Press
This storm blew through Colby late Wednesday, dropping about 2/10 of an inch of rain in about
five minutes. Elsewhere in the county the storm produced 3/4 inch hail and damaging winds.

While summer is a memorable
time for children, less time in the
classroom and more time going
swimming, bike riding or play-
ing in the back yard can lead to
a higher exposure to serious, yet
preventable, injuries.

There are some simple steps
parents can take to ensure that
children enjoy their favorite sum-
mertime activities while avoiding
a visit to the emergency room.

This summer across the U.S.,
children ages 14 and under will
be rushed to emergency rooms
nearly 3 million times for seri-
ous injuries resulting from motor
vehicle crashes, drownings, bike
crashes, pedestrian incidents, falls
and other hazards.

“In the injury prevention com-
munity, summer is also known as
‘trauma season’ because of the
dramatic increase in the number of
children injured from May through
August,” said Cherie Sage, direc-
tor for Safe Kids Kansas. “Sadly,
by the end of this summer, more
than 2,000 children in the U.S.
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Learn to identify and treat

will die because of injuries that
could have been prevented.”
Parents and caregivers should
keep these tips in mind so safety
stays a top priority this summer.
e Actively supervise your child

* Use the appropriate safety gear
for activities, such as a helmet for
wheeled sports and sporting ac-
tivities, a car seat or booster seat
as appropriate and a life jacket for
open water swimming and boat-
ing.

* Role model proper safety be-
havior. Children are more likely to
follow safety rules when they see
their parents doing so.

e If you have a pool or a spa,
it should be surrounded on all
four sides by a fence at least four
feet high with self-closing, self-
latching gates, and it should be
equipped with an anti-entrapment
drain cover and safety vacuum re-
lease system. An inflatable pool
needs to be surrounded by a fence,
just like any other pool, and par-
ents need to empty these pools
when not in use.

* Make sure your home play-
ground is safe. Keep 12 inches
of safe surfacing, such as mulch,
shredded rubber or fine sand, ex-
tending at least six feet in all direc-
tions around the equipment. Re-
move hood and neck drawstrings
from your child’s clothing.

* Keep children away from the
grill while preheating and cook-
ing, and while the grill is cooling.

* Remove potential poisons

Keep kids injury-free

1n summer activities

chemicals.

e Walk all the way around a
parked vehicle to check for chil-
dren before entering a car and
starting the motor. Don’t let chil-
dren play in driveways, streets,
parking lots or unfenced yards ad-
jacent to busy streets.

e Never leave your child alone
in a vehicle — not even for a min-
ute. Vehicle interiors can heat up
to dangerous levels quickly and
cracking a window does little or
nothing to let heat escape. Always
take your child with you.

* Apply sunscreen rated SPF 15
or higher to your child’s exposed
skin 15 to 30 minutes before going
out, and reapply frequently.

e Make sure your child drinks
plenty of water. A child who seems
tired or achy should rest in the
shade or go inside for a while. Get
immediate medical help any time
a child’s skin is hot to the touch
(with or without perspiration), if a
child has a seizure, or if they be-
come disoriented in hot weather.

Active supervision, proper pro-
tective gear, and other simple pre-
vention steps will help your child
avoid danger. For information
about summer safety, call us at
(785) 296-1223, (785) 296-0351,
or visit www.safekids.org.

types of tree damage at home

Storms cause tremendous stress
and severe damage to trees in
the urban forest. Obviously, a
snapped or downed tree should be
removed. What about a tree that
suffers minor damage? How can a
homeowner tell if a tree is safe?

Assessing the damage

Minor damage — with only the
smallest branches of the tree be-
ing injured — usually results in
little or no permanent injury to the
tree. All that is required is cleanup
of the broken twigs and branches
and perhaps a crown cleaning to
restore a pleasing shape.

More severe damage — large
broken branches, split crotches,
removal of bark and splitting or
splintering of the trunk — can be
caused by strong winds and heavy
storms. When a tree is severely
damaged, the first question that
must be answered is, “Is the con-
dition of the tree such that keep-
ing it is worthwhile?” A tree care
professional should be consulted
to answer this question.

“Most arborists will take the
time and effort to save a tree only
if the tree will still be healthy, at-
tractive and of value to the prop-
erty owner after repairs,” explains
Tchukki Andersen, staff arborist
for the Tree Care Industry Associ-
ation. “A tree care expert may rec-
ommend removal of a tree that has

brittle wood and a branch structure
that makes it vulnerable to addi-
tional damage from future storms.
Trees that have been topped by
storms can be prime candidates
for removal,” says Andersen.

Other factors to consider when
determining if a tree is worth sav-
ing:

e Species — Is this type of tree
prone to pests and other prob-
lems?

e Age — Is the tree mature or
over-mature?

e Vigor — What health condition
was the tree in before the dam-
age?

e Value it adds to the property
— Does the tree still have value,
even if partially damaged?

* Sentimental value — Is the tree
a living monument?

If a tree is not worth saving, re-
move it as soon as possible. If it
is not removed and the tree dies,
it could become a hazard tree. Re-
moval of hazard trees is dangerous
to the tree care crew and requires
special techniques, adding to the
cost.

Treating the tree

Assuming the decision has
been made to repair the tree, the
next question is, “Am I capable
of repairing the damage myself or
should I seek professional help?”
Major repair will undoubtedly re-
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quire the use of a chain saw and
climbing equipment. Unless one
is experienced in the use of such
equipment and comfortable work-
ing off the ground, it would be
best to have the work performed
by a professional.

Inspect your trees for damage
after a storm. If a tree has hazards,
such as broken, hanging limbs or
a split fork, you should have an
assessment. This is important be-

cause you could be held liable if

the hazard branch or tree falls and
damages property or causes per-
sonal injury.

when swimming and playing on
playgrounds and backyards.

from your yard, including poison-
ous plants, pesticides and pool

It’s true: winning isn’t everything

Winning an argument may also mean losing a
friend or friendship, or damaging a relationship with
a spouse, child or other family member, Charlotte
Shoup Olsen, K-State family systems specialist,

said.

When a disagreement occurs, take the time to lis-

time out to consider the issues and explore compro-
mises that allows both parties to feel like winners.
When both parties are pleased with the outcome,
the relationship typically benefits as well.
More about communications skills and successful
relationships is available at www ksre.ksu.edu.

ten to the other side without passing judgment. Take

Don’t need it? Sell it in the classifieds!

To place your ad, call 462-3963

Wiap)YourJHomellnjQuality!

E) Scamless Steel Siding

abcseamless.net

RSeamless Steel Gutters

1507 E. 27th » Hays, KS
785-625-2418 - 800-225-6259

Farmers & Merchants

MEMBER FDIC

Bank of Colby (785) 460-3321

« Your only Colby Chartered Bank means your
deposits stay in your community!
« Local decisions, local people... a bank you
know and trust.
B « Colby’s only 5 Star Rating Bank by
BauerFinancial: for bank strength and stability.
» Open 20+ hours per week more than any other

D&R PUMP SERVICE, LLC

Domestic, Stock, Windmill,
Solar, Submersible, Irrigation,
Repair and Sales.

With over 30 years of experience!

Ron - (785) 675-1422 %4

f_,( ;Jv'
Devan (785) 657-7217 . 0N

SOLAR PUMPE

Authorized Dealer

QOFTER PUMP & Wy
1024 Oak Ave. I]VO
Hoxie, KS 67740
Office Phone 785/ 675-3991 Fax: 785/ 675-3990
Shop Phone 785/ 675-3023 E-mail: woofpw@ruraltel.net

Now offering heat pump systems!

* Lower Your Monthly Utility Bills
* Certified Installation
e Call For Information Today

* [rrigation Pump Repair
* Irrigation Well Drilling
* Domestic Well Drilling & Repair

* Environmental Drilling

Taking appointments Monday through Wednesday, Friday & Saturday

785-460-2651

1175 S. Range - Colby

SEND BOUQUETS
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SAVE 2.20% OFF

alrea(lv reduced prices on other bouquets.™

ProFlowers x

*Minimum  product and accessories
purchase of $29.99. Does not apply to
gift cards or certificates, same-day or in-
ternational delivery, shipping & handling,
taxes, or third-party hosted products
(e.g. wine). Offer expires 12/31/11.

Offer ONLY available at:

proflowerscom/award
or call 1.866.589.8959
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bank for our customers’ convenience.

o We have our ROOTS where other banks
only have their branches!

We're Stable, Secure....Your Community Bank.

Farmers & Merchants...Together...Making a Difference.

Have Diabetes? Covered By Medicare?

Get a FREE TALKING METER and
Testing Supplies at NO COST!

[Talk toyoul

uﬁuVVéyDiabetes Talkte
'oice Assistance

We help diabetics live a better life:

« Free Home delivery of diabetes supplies

» Free Consultation with a diabetes specialist

« Free Shipping and No-Risk Guarantee

« Friendly reorder reminders

» Meter eliminates painful finger pricking
We carry the brands you know

“4-)Bayer LTFESCAN

CallNow And QualifyIn Minutes For MisphavEled careN oXataliy)

FREE TALKING METER 1.888.667.5901
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Heath Paxson

For all your irrigation needs call:

Doug Holzmeister 785/675-8508
785/675-8503

The

Breast
Cancer
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 DONATE YOUR CAR! |

[/ 100% Tax Ded\lble
I Free Pick-Up Anywhere
I We’re Available 7 Days a Week

Donating is Fast & Easy! Call Today

388-475-8903

Mon-Fri 6am-8pm « Sat-Sun 8am-6pm
The Breast Cancer Research Foundation is a classified 501 (c)(3) charity.
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Research
Foundation,

/

6/17/11 1:33:00 PM ‘



