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Danny Buford (far right) of Colby held the fi rst catfi sh ever caught by his one-year old grand-
daughter Destiny Crandall (middle) of Kansas City, Mo. as her six-year-old brother Joshua 
Crandall watched at Villa High Park in August of 2009.
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Gift ideas 
for Dad

With Mother’s Day in May, when school is in 
session and children are encouraged to make cards 
or other keepsakes for their mothers, Father’s Day, 
which this year is June 19, when school is not in ses-
sion and children on their own, without creative en-
couragement, might seem a lesser event.

“Both are important, as children need both par-
ents in their lives,” said Charles A. “Chuck” Smith, 
K-State Research and Extension child development 
specialist. 

In saying that, Smith said that he is talking about 
both biological parents. 

“A child needs a relationship with his or her par-
ents to know who he or she is,” said Smith, who 
noted that when one parent is absent or otherwise 
uninvolved in a child’s life, the child’s life is incom-
plete. 

For some, Smith’s comments might seem to con-
tradict previous recommendations suggesting that, 
in the case of an absent father, any man will do. 

Research on family relationships is ongoing, said 
Smith, who explained that child development spe-
cialists recognize the value of the presence – and 
participation – of both parents in a child’s life. 

Each can fulfi ll a different role, said Smith, who 
noted that, although mothers fulfi ll many roles, the 
role of the caregiver typically predominates. 

Fathers also have many responsibilities in a child’s 
life, but are usually thought of as a safety net or pro-
tector, he said. 

That means, if a child isn’t feeling well, he or she 
is likely to seek the mother; if a child is scared, he or 
she will seek the father, Smith said.

Parents’ roles will evolve as a child grows, said 
Smith, but the essential elements remain fairly con-
stant. As an example, he noted that a young girl will 
look to a father for protection, and will count on him 
for a different kind of protection when she reaches 
adolescence and starts dating.

“Let’s face it, teenage boys, who can be sexual 
predators, will take note of a father in the house,” 
Smith said. At the same time, fathers also need to 
serve as role models for their sons, who, if sexually 
active, can father a child for whom they will have to 
be responsible. 

Being a parent takes time, and while parents share 
the load, a child will come to appreciate and respect 
both for their role, Smith said. With both parents in a 
child’s life, a child also can benefi t from seeing their 
parents nurture their relationship and model the give-
and-take essential in any successful relationship.

While a two-parent home might seem ideal, sepa-
ration and divorce are part of our culture, and we 
have to look at the reality of the situation. Some di-
vorce (or separation) will be necessary, but parents 
need to remember they are divorcing each other and 
not the child, Smith said.

“It takes two to create a life, and that means it 
takes two to make a life for the child they have cre-
ated,” said Smith, who encouraged parents who are 
separated or divorced to work together, respectfully, 
to maintain their relationships with the child. 

If parents remarry, develop other relationships or 
invite others in the family to share in the child’s life, 
such relationships can expand the number of people 
in a child’s life, but can’t satisfy a child’s curiosity 
about his or her own biological parent, Smith said.

In saying that, he acknowledged that there are 
times, when a death has occurred, when a child can-
not know his or her biological parent.

Smith speaks from experience, as his father died 
when he was young, and noted, that while others 
may step in to serve as a presence in the child’s life, 
the absence of the parent will leave a curiosity that 
will likely remain through his or her life. 

“A child’s life has three parts, and that includes 
his or her father, mother and self, and when all are 
involved, he or she can feel whole,” Smith said. 

Information about family relationships is available 
at www.ksre.ksu.edu. Smith is the author of “Raising 
Courageous Kids,” and maintains a family-friendly 
Web site at: www.k-state.edu/wwparent/. 

In advising parents to be involved, and stay 
involved in their child’s life, Dr. Charles A. 
“Chuck” Smith encourages parents to: 

• Invest time; doing so let’s your child that 
you care. 

• Show love, affection and tenderness; be 
gentle, kind, and thoughtful. 

• Be strong, set limits, and offer guidance and 
discipline, and,

• Be consistent, so a child will come to know 
your values and principles. 

Time, affection 
help to connect

Kids need fathers too Grandpa is a dad with time to fish

President soon to be father of teen
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obam-

as concedes he’s nervous about his daughter Malia 
turning 13 next month, but says “I’m not anticipating 
complete mayhem.”

In an ABC interview, Obama describes both Ma-
lia and younger sister Sasha as smart and funny and 
says “they’re kind, they are respectful.”

Asked how he would feel about Malia starting to 

date, the president quipped, in a reference to the Se-
cret Service, that “I have men with guns who sur-
round them all the time … and it means they never 
get in a car with a boy who had a beer.”

Obama says he might ask Malia’s date “what his 
GPA is” and what his intentions and career plans are. 
But he quickly adds that if the girls are watching the 
interview, “I’m just joking.”
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