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Colby girl wins Plainville title

MaKayla Hoffman, daughter of Mike and
Shawna Kersenbrock of Colby, was crowned Ju-
nior Miss Rodeo Plainville on June 11.

Through her title, Hoffman will receive a travel
budget from the Plainville Saddle Club to pro-
mote rodeo and to represent Plainville. During her
reign, she will participate in community projects,
parades, rodeos and youth events.

Princess.

Rodeo in Colby.

CANDACE RACHEL/Plainville Times
MaKayla Hoffman had a big grin for winning the Junior Miss Rodeo Plainville title. Her horse
Jackie seemed to take it all in stride.

This is not the first rodeo title Hoffman has won.
She has also held the titles of Thomas County
Rodeo Junior Princess, Sheridan County Rodeo
Princess and is the current Thomas County Rodeo

Hoffman will pass on her Thomas County
crown on Monday, July 25, at the Thomas County

On the Beat

COLBY POLICE
Thursday

1:35 a.m. — Assisted Sheriff’s
Office units at Citizens Medical
Center about prisoner.

7:27 a.m. — Assisting U.S. Dept.
of Agriculture Office of Inspector
General on arrest.

1:31 p.m. — Subject called 911
to report hitting a gas line while
mowing. Assisted Midwest En-
ergy on call.

2:05 p.m. — Caller wanted a re-
port since he had to flat spot his
tires to avoid collision in the 2000
block of S. Range. Spoke to re-
porting party. Civil matter.

4:12 p.m. — Caller reported

small child left unattended in the
middle of the 200 block of W.
Fourth St.

4:49 p.m. — Sexual assault/rape:
caller reported possible assault on
a prior date. Report filed.

5:13 p.m. — Recovered vehicle:
caller reported vehicle parked in
parking lot. Vehicle was reported
stolen from California.

5:13 p.m. — Caller reported ve-
hicle stolen from parking lot.

7:52 p.m. — Minor hit and run
accident at 1805 S. Range.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Thursday
3:48 a.m. — Booked Ricci J.

Welter.

7:20 a.m. — Assisted U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Office of
Inspector General.

11:20 a.m. — Taylor M. Green
arrested on warrant

11:20 a.m. — Kyle Louis Leb-
ling arrested on warrant.

11:20 a.m. — Andrew Norman
Russell arrested on warrant.

4:40 p.m. — Released Lebling.

4:49 p.m. — Released Russell.

5:24 p.m. — Subject came to
law Enforcement Center reported
male subject taking inappropriate
pictures of female subject. Unable
to locate.

Cat thief ‘purr-loins’ treasures

SAN MATEQO, Calif. (AP) — A prolific cat burglar
has stolen hundreds of precious possessions from

homes near San Francisco.

But police are staying off the case — the burglar

really is a cat.

Dusty, a 5-year-old feline from San Mateo, has
taken hundreds of items during his nearly nightly

heists.

Owner Jean Chu tells the San Francisco Chronicle

she adopted him from the Humane Society.
Dusty has a special love for swimsuits. Neighbor

Kelly McLellan says he stole her bikini — on two

separate trips. She said he appeared focused on keep-
ing the ensemble.

Experts say Dusty’s predatory instincts have gone
astray, leaving him hunting for people’s stuff.

The cat’s thieving has made him a minor celeb-

rity.

he has pilfered gloves, towels, shoes and more since

Agriculture colleges feel

budget squeeze nationwide

STEVE KARNOWSKI
Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) - As
university budgets take a beating
across the country, agricultural
schools and extension programs
are feeling the impact.

Large-scale layoffs have been
threatened at some agricultural
colleges, and even 4-H youth pro-
grams are facing the ax because
federal and state funding are on
the chopping block. At a time
when farmers are being asked to
grow more for food and fuel to
meet soaring world demand, ex-
perts warn against eroding the
country’s commitment to agricul-
tural research.

“We’re mortgaging our future
with some of these cuts,” said
Ian Maw, vice president for food,
agriculture and natural resources
at the Association of Public and
Land-grant Universities.

Most state budgets are experi-
encing “real trauma,” Maw said.
Often, he said, schools are forced
to cut into the “bone and marrow”
of their capacity to serve agricul-
ture.

Beverly Durgan, dean of the
University of Minnesota Exten-
sion program, said cuts to agricul-
tural colleges have far-reaching
national impacts.

“As the funding slowly erodes
away, the quality and the quantity
of research and extension we can
do at the land-grant universities
is decreasing. People may not see
the impact tomorrow but they will
see long-term that not investing
now means we’ll have more prob-
lems in the future,” said Durgan,
chairwoman of an association ag-
ricultural committee.

Congress established land-grant
universities in the 1800s to teach
agriculture, science and engineer-
ing. It expanded their mission to

include agricultural experiment
stations to conduct research, and
cooperative extension programs
to translate research into practi-
cal help for farmers and the larger
public.

Much federal support for these
programs flows through the Na-
tional Institute for Food and Agri-
culture, which took a 9 percent cut
this fiscal year.

Extension supporters largely
beat back a House-passed $30
million cut in a key category of
federal matching funds within
the National Institute of Food and
Agriculture that supports salaries
for a wide range of extension ser-
vices, from county agents to 4-H.
But a fiscal 2012 funding bill that
passed the GOP-controlled House
this month cuts $35 million in
those extension funds from the
current level of $294 million. The
Democratic-controlled Senate has
yet to act.

Perhaps no agricultural college
was threatened with deeper cuts
this year than at Pennsylvania State
University. Gov. Tom Corbett pro-
posed reducing Penn State’s total
appropriation — including the farm
school’s — by 52 percent.

“I spent a day being dismayed
and the next day decided I'd better
address what we could address,”
said Bruce McPheron, dean of its
College of Agricultural Sciences.

McPheron warned that the col-
lege faced 440 job cuts; closings
of research stations and county
extension offices; and cuts to 4-H,
which reaches almost 10 percent
of Pennsylvania’s youth. After
people told lawmakers how much
they value Penn State’s agricul-
tural programs, he said it’s likely
reductions will be far smaller, be-
tween $5.5 million an $8 million.

“It’s odd that you can be in a
circumstance where a 10 to 15
percent cut seems like a win,”

McPheron said.

At the University of Georgia,
Scott Angle, dean of the College
of Agricultural and Environmen-
tal Sciences, recently decided to
lay off 18 workers and sell a farm.
He said there was nothing else left
to cut.

“We have tried as best we can —
and to a fairly successful extent —
to protect the learning experience
for our students on campus but
this does mean our research and
extension capabilities have been
compromised, Angle said.

Farm programs in the Univer-
sity of California system have al-
ready seen steep declines in state
support over the last 20 years.
Daniel Dooley, vice president of
its Division of Agriculture and
Natural Resources, said he expects
agriculture at the Berkeley, Davis
and Riverside campuses will be
cut less than most programs once
California’s $9.6 billion deficit is
resolved, but it will be hurt.

“Final decisions haven’t been
made but the reality is with each
reduction we’re going to have to
decide what we’re going to do
and what we’re not going to do,”
Dooley said.

Jack Payne, senior vice presi-
dent for agriculture and natural
resources at the University of
Florida, said his operations were
“held harmless” in the Legislature
this year. Florida construction and
tourism were hard-hit by the reces-
sion, so he argued that agriculture
and natural resources are now the
backbone of the state economy.

At Towa State University, ag-
riculture has seen state funding
erode since 2001. Wendy Winter-
steen, dean of its College of Ag-
riculture, said it’s happening even
as her enrollment rises 4 to 6 per-
cent a year. She’s planning for a 6
percent reduction in state funding
—not as bad as it could be.

Cooking rules for pork change

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety
and Inspection Service has lowered its recommend-
ed temperature for cooking whole cuts of pork from

160 degrees F to 145 degrees F.

The change applies to chops, cutlets, roasts, steaks
and tenderloins, and it includes the recommendation
that cooked pork be allowed to rest for three minutes
after being removed from the heat source (grill, skil-
let or oven, for example), said Karen Blakeslee, K-
State Research and Extension food scientist.

Allowing rest time provides the opportunity for the
cooked pork to continue cooking and further reduce
potentially harmful pathogens that may be present. It
also allows time for the juices to redistribute and the
meat to firm up, making cutting or carving easier.

The change does not apply to ground pork. Like

degrees F, because the grinding process increases
the exposed surface areas that can attract bacterial
growth, Blakeslee explained.

The new recommendation should make cooking

other ground meats, it should be cooked to 160

meat safely easier for consumers, as:

* Whole cuts of beef, lamb, pork, and veal should
be cooked to 145 degrees F.

e Ground meats, including ground beef, pork or
lamb should be cooked to 160 degrees F, and

¢ All poultry should be cooked to 165 degrees F.

Blakeslee, an avid tailgater, also recommends
cooking brats and hot dogs to 160 degrees F.

Using a meat thermometer to measure cooked
temperatures of meat and poultry is recommended,
said Blakeslee, who noted that color alone should
not be considered an indicator of doneness.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory
call Andrea, Kathryn or Shannon today at 462-3963.
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We make insurance =

SIM|

premium for simplified bill paying

policy for your home, vehicles and other possessions

deductible for all covered possessions damaged in a single occurrence
company with a reputation of honesty and fair-dealing

agent to handle it all for you

M FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

(/ B

550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Insurance « Investments

www.fbfs.com

Auto | Home | Life | Business | College | Retirement

Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company**,

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Affiliates
*Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2010 FBL Financial Group, Inc. MCO11 (5-10)

NEW SYSTEM

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Colf season is here. Come join in the
fun at our new low season prices!

Meadowlake Golf Course, Restaurant and Lounge are
public facilities, not private - everyone welcome.

Restaura

t and Lounge are open
Monday - Saturday

Prime Rib, Salad Bar and Desert Special

Saturday night

400w LAke

OURSE & RESTAURANT

1085 E Golf Club Rd. * Colby, KS

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
/" (800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

ROOFMASTERS

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
785-462-6642

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply
IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems
Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems

Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

TH

MAS
ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Representing many companies to * For great coverage
provide all your insurance needs:

and customer

e Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle,
e Farm and Crop Insurance

¢ Inland Marine, Builders Risk

e Auto Service Shops

¢ Body Shop and Collision Repair
e Contractors

¢ Restaurants

e Salons and Day Spas

e Strip Malls, Condominiums

Ph: 785-462-3939 .
dtubbs@thomascountyins.com

e Commercial Property, Automobiles
e General Liability, Workers Compensation

e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 - 490 N. Franklin

service contact me!

RV

‘¥

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Fax: 785-462-3752

Bankruptcy Questions?
Call Toll Free (800) 864-4619

GLASSMAN
M RRAUN
L PCHWARTZ

200 W 13th - Hays, KS
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file
for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

« www.thomascountyins.com

NEED EXTRA MONEY?

Be a Newspaper Carrier!

" Callusor
. Stopby! /
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