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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 6/30

Dear Readers: Here are some more “Blast from 
the Past” hints. Have fun reading them! – Helo-
ise

    CLEANING A BARBECUE
Dear Heloise: I have a small charcoal BAR-

BECUE GRILL that has years of grease built up 
on the inside of the cover. Lately, I have noticed 
that when I cook, black specks fall on the meat. Is 
there a method that will clean the built-up grease 
off the inside of the barbecue grill cover? – James 
P., via fax

We checked with a major manufacturer of bar-
becue grills, which told us that those specks are 
caused by the cooking process. Without cleaning, 
the flecks will/can fall onto food items.

It’s suggested that you clean the interior of the 
lid by first removing the loose gunk with a crum-
pled piece of aluminum foil or a grill brush. Next, 
with the barbecue warm, not hot, wipe the inside 
of the lid with paper toweling. You also can use a 
solution of warm water and mild soap to clean the 
inside cover. Be sure to rinse all soap off. 

UPDATE: Many barbecue grills have an enam-
el finish on the lid, so DO NOT paint or put wax 
on it. And you should clean off the grate after 
every use. A barbecue grill brush does this best. 
– Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Email: Heloise(at)Heloise.com     

RECYCLED NOTEPADS
Dear Heloise: Knowing how pleased you are 

when we get involved with recycling, I thought 
you’d like to know what we are doing:

We are celebrating the anniversary of our can-
cer-research organization at a local restaurant. 
For one of the favors, we have made notepads out 
of sheets of paper from past functions, which we 
save for this purpose every year. We tie them with 
colorful yarn. We use different colors of scraps. – 
Mildred S., Miami

PICTURE ARRANGEMENT
Dear Heloise: Here is a timesaving hint I found 

useful: My two large bookcase units had to be 
moved while the floor was being refinished. I had 
spent a long time arranging the books and arti-
facts in a pleasing arrangement on the shelves. 
All had to be removed because of the weight.

I photographed the contents and was able to 
easily put all back the way it was after the job 
was done. – Gail O., Bakersfield, Calif.

NAIL-POLISH MARKER
Dear Heloise: My mother taught me to keep 

a bottle of bright-red nail polish in the kitchen 
to mark things that are hard to see. For example, 
paint red dots at the “off” location on stove knobs 
and at the correct thermostat setting inside the re-
frigerator. Any knob that has a black mark can be 
painted with red nail polish. Makes it easier to 
see. – Julia D., North Fort Myers, Fla.

MINT HOLDER
Dear Heloise: I bought a lipstick holder to put 

my candy breath mints in. No more yucky wrap-
pers, and no more digging in the bottom of my 
purse for them. – Martha H., Warren, Ohio

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Clean cover
of barbecue grill

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/01

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Three spades. Your hand is by no means a 

minimum opening bid, so you cannot afford to 
pass. Nor should you bid three clubs, which might 
also bring matters to a screeching halt. The fact 
is that when partner bids spades a second time 
after you have bid two suits, he is almost certain 
to have six or more of them. Consequently, your 
K-8 constitute adequate trump support, and you 
should show that support -- as well as your ex-
tra values -- by raising partner to three. He might 
well have something like: [S] QJ9762 [H] 83 [D] 
A5 [C] J84, in which case you’d surely want to 
be in game.

2. Three clubs. It is true that you have extra 
values not revealed by the three-club bid, but at 
this juncture it is more important to describe the 
two-suited nature of your hand. You might well 
be on the way to a slam, but before you can con-
sider how high to go, you must clarify your dis-
tribution.

You need not worry that partner will pass three 
clubs. Since he has already made two forcing bids, 
he can’t stop bidding now. If he displays interest 
in one of your suits, or bids spades again, you can 
then attempt to show your excess values.

3. Four notrump. Four spades is a cuebid an-
nouncing first-round control of spades and inter-
est in a slam, and you should be delighted to coop-
erate with partner by using Blackwood. How far 
you go will depend primarily on how many aces 
partner has. In the unlikely event that he responds 
with five diamonds, indicating only one ace, you 
will pass; if he bids five hearts (two aces), you 
will bid six diamonds; and if he bids five spades 
(three aces), you will bid a grand slam.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker


