
Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Dear Heloise: My wife says I’ve RUINED 
HER NONSTICK PANS by putting them in 
the dishwasher. Is there any way they can be re-
paired? I would appreciate an answer. – L. Foust, 
via email

Uh-oh, I’m afraid I have some bad news. Ac-
cording to a major manufacturer, there is no way 
to repair the pans after they have gone through 
the dishwasher and are no longer nonstick, are 
scratched or have lost some of the nonstick fin-
ish. 

In most manufacturers’ instruction booklets, it 
specifically states not to put any nonstick cook-
ware in the dishwasher for cleaning. 

Don’t use cleaners that are abrasive or caus-
tic, and don’t use bleach or dishwasher detergent. 
Use only regular dish soap and water.

There is now nonstick cookware that is dish-
washer-safe, so keep this in mind if you buy new 
cookware. – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 210-HELOISE
Email: Heloise(at)Heloise.com    

EASY COVER
Dear Heloise: My sister loves to entertain, es-

pecially during the summer, when everyone can 
be outside on the backyard deck. This hint was 
one I saw while at her last party.

When she brought out a bunch of drinks, she 
had covered each with a cupcake liner. This way, 
no bugs can get into the cup. After a sip, you re-
turn the top. – Joanne in Texas

MOUSE-PAD OPENER
Dear Heloise: Did you know that using the 

backside of a cheap, thin mouse pad, such as is 
used for home computers, makes an excellent 
gripper for opening stubborn jar lids and bottle 
caps? – B.D., Joplin, Mo.

FROZEN HINT
Dear Heloise: Living alone, I rely heavily on 

frozen vegetables in bags. I put the open bags, 
clipped shut, together in a mesh bag in the freez-
er. When I want some veggies, I just pull out the 
bag and sort through it on the counter. That way, 
I don’t have to keep the freezer door open while I 
decide what I want. -- Rosalie V., via email

TOMATO-PASTE USES
Dear Readers: Many recipes call for a table-

spoon of tomato paste. But what do you do with 
the rest? No one wants to waste perfectly good 
food, so here are some hints for using the paste:

• Make small pizzas with tortillas or English 
muffins. Spread on a little paste, then add some 
cheese and toppings.

• Mix some with okra and season for a tasty 
side dish.

• Make tomato juice. Mix 1 part tomato paste 
with 3 parts water until smooth and creamy. Add 
salt to taste. – Heloise

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dishwasher fails
nonstick pans

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green
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Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Declarer Scores a Bull’s-Eye
Adjectives such as “brilliant” are used far too 

often in bridge. After all, if someone makes the 
correct play, one that everyone should make, he 
is hardly deserving of unbridled adulation. All he 
has done, really, is make the right play.

Take this case where South wound up in five 
clubs after East had opened with three spades. 
West led the six of spades to East’s ace, and the 
contract seemed destined to go down one, since 
West could ruff the spade return.

But South, who was perfectly aware that West 
could ruff the second spade, was not about to give 
up without a fight. And so, when East took the 
ace of spades at trick one, South casually dropped 
the king!

This left East in a quandary. From where he sat, 
South appeared to have started with the singleton 
king of spades and West with the doubleton 6-4. 
It therefore seemed pointless to return a spade, 
particularly with the jack in dummy.

So East turned his attention instead to his sin-
gleton heart. If West happened to hold the ace – 
certainly not an impossibility – a heart ruff would 
sink the contract. Accordingly, East shifted to the 
heart ten.

Having gained a reprieve, South won the heart, 
cashed the A-K of diamonds – discarding his re-
maining spade – and then led a club. West won 
with the ace, but when East was unable to ruff the 
heart return, declarer had the rest of the tricks.

South’s play at trick one is certainly worthy 
of admiration. East was highly likely to have a 
seven-card spade suit, and a ruff was imminent. 
East would have had no trouble diagnosing the 
situation if declarer followed to the ace with the 
four, so the only chance was to try to fool East by 
dropping the king.

But was this play brilliant? Hardly, because it 
was the right play under the circumstances.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker


