Page 2 Colby Free Press Monday, July 18,2011

Area/State

Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a
low around 72. Breezy, with a
south wind between 10 and 20
mph, with gusts as high as 30
mph.

Tuesday: Sunny and hot,
with a high near 103. South wind
around 15 mph.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 73. South
wind around 15 mph.

Wednesday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 1 p.m. Sunny and
hot, with a high near 103. South
wind around 15 mph.

Wednesday Night: A 20
percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 70.

Thursday: Mostly sunny and
hot, with a high near 98.

Thursday Night: A 40 per-
cent chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 72.

Friday: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly sunny and hot, with a
high near 98.

Friday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 68.

Saturday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly sunny and hot,
with a high near 97.

Saturday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low
around 68.

Sunday: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly sunny, with a high near
93.

Friday: High, 98; Low 70
Saturday: High, 103; Low 71
Sunday: High, 102; Low 66

Precip: Friday None
Saturday None
Sunday None
Month: 2.40 inches
Year: 11.44 inches
Normal:  13.61 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Tuesday  6:33 a.m. 9:08 p.m.
Wednesday 6:33 a.m. 9:07 p.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)
Colby Water Use
Friday-Sunday 2,371,000 gal.
(average)
(Colby Public Works)

Cross-country ride stops in Oakley

From “RIDE,” Page 1

volunteer crew at one of the cen-
ter’s build sites, Umstattd said.

The group has been staying in
churches and high schools each
night. Umstattd said sometimes
the churches put on dinners for
them, but other times the rid-
ers cook for themselves. He
said he enjoys those nights, be-
cause cooking together helps the
group bond.

Aside from a few scrapes and
bruises, he said, the ride has been
pretty smooth. The only prob-
lem came before the ride began
when the original van crashed
on the way to Seattle. Umstadd
said the van was totaled and one
rider had to go to the hospital in
Salt Lake City. Habitat for Hu-
manity helped raise money for a
new van and equipment trailer.

Fuller Center for Housing is
an offshoot of Habitat for Hu-
manity, named for the couple
who started that organization.
Umstattd said the center aims to
eliminate sub-standard poverty
housing, whether the housing

is overcrowded, unsanitary or
otherwise unsafe. To do this,
the center builds and renovates
homes.

The center provides a no-prof-
it, no-interest loan to families to
either build or renovate a house.
Umstattd said there is a contract
to pay back the loan. The center
will go above and beyond what a
bank will do to help people pay
back at their own pace, he said,
but the loan is not just a handout.
Umstattd said it’s rare for people
to not pay back the loan, since
they know the money they pay
back will go to the next family’s
loan. The family is also expected
to help with the project.

Umstattd said this system also
helps volunteers feel more con-
nected to a project, since they
are working alongside the fam-
ily rather than doing the work
for them.

“You feel better about helping
when you’re not just giving it to
them,” he said.

The center is an international
non-profit organization based in
Americus, Ga. It has 60 chapters,

From “HEAT,” Page 1

don’t have air conditioning
at home. Others were head-
ing toward water for relief,
including 65-year-old welder
Marcellus Washington, who
wore a floppy cloth fishing hat
and sunglasses as he walked
through a park on the Detroit
River that marks the border
with Canada.

“A day like this, you can’t
beat it,” Washington said.
“It’s aheavenly day. It’s God’s
weather.”

Others who had to be out-
side in the heat took precau-
tions. North Dakota National
Guard Capt. Dan Murphy
said several hundred soldiers
deployed for flood-fighting
efforts in the Dakotas were re-
quired to take mandatory rest
breaks in the shade.

“It’s hot in those vests and
uniforms,” Murphy said.
“These are soldiers. They
can’t just strip down to T-
shirts and shorts.”

Officials at the Cornhusk-
er State Games, an amateur
sports festival in Nebraska,
had crews bring extra water
and ice for participants.

“It takes a physical toll on
anyone out there,” said the
event’s executive director,
Dave Minarik.

Dwight Anderson, the own-
er of an Omaha, Neb., amuse-
ment park, had two tons of ice
cubes dumped in the park’s

July heat wave
likely to continue

swimming pools Friday night
to lower the water tempera-
ture from 88 degrees to 82.
Anderson said he plans to
dump more ice into the Fun
Plex pools on Monday night
or Tuesday morning.

The Schwan’s USA Cup
youth soccer tournament in
Blaine, Minn., suspended play
for a time Sunday because of
heat indexes that soared to 110
degrees. Tournament spokes-
man Barclay Kruse said or-
ganizers wanted to avoid any
heat-related health issues be-
fore they developed.

Police said heat may have
played a role in the death of
a 55-year-old man at a home-
less camp in Springfield, Mo.,
on Saturday. Police found
him in a small tent after oth-
ers at the camp raised alarm.
An autopsy is scheduled for
Monday.

The heat also is adversely
affecting wildlife. The Texas
Agrilife Extension Service
said last week that pregnant
does are having difficulty car-
rying fawns to term and other
fawns are being born prema-
turely.

Texas A&M University re-
searchers determined the pe-
riod from February to June
was the driest such period on
record in Texas, with a state-
wide average of 4.26 inches
of rain. The next driest Feb-
ruary-to-June stretch was in
1917.

_ Sponsored by the

called “Covenant Partners,” that
operate independently. The near-
est chapter is in Kansas City.

The riders plan to stop at
seven chapters and work on a
building project. The group has
already stopped at two chapters.
It helped install insulation at a
build site in Idaho and helped
with the Greater Blessing Box
program at Craig, Colo. The
program provides a box of pre-
stamped envelopes to help peo-
ple pay back the centers’ loans.

The build days stand out after
endless days of riding, Umstattd
said. The group rides 70 to 90
miles per day, and with a few
wrong turns, some days have
ended at more than 100 miles.

Umstattd said the group plans
its ride day to day, looking for
the best and safest routes. They
check traffic patterns and talk
to locals before deciding on a
route.

The rides are also about rais-
ing money as well as awareness.
Each rider has to commit to rais-
ing $1 per mile, about $3,600
for the full trip. Every stop they

make also increases the number
of donations made to the cen-
ter. Umstattd said the ride has a
goal of raising $500,000 for the
center, and after four years it has
raised $470,000.

People can also sign up to be
“virtual riders.” Umstattd said
people can sign up on the Inter-
net at fullercenter.org/bikead-
venture and ride on their own to
raise money. This way, he said,
people who can’t take months
off from work or school can par-
ticipate.

Land is the biggest expense
for the center, Umstattd said,
and it varies by location. A piece
of land that might cost $80,000
in rural Georgia might cost up to
$280,000 in San Francisco.

The start date for the next ride
hasn’t been set, Umstattd said,
but the center is always look-
ing for new riders. In addition
to helping the center, he said,
there’s also a personal compo-
nent.

“You get to say, ‘I rode across
the county,”” he said.

Revenue expected
to fall short of request

From “REVENUE,” Page 1

by the Great Recession forced
legislators to trim education
spending to make ends meet.

Federal stimulus dollars al-
lowed the state to reduce the
state’s share of school spending
in fiscal year 2010 and 2011,
freeing close to $200 million
that was able to go to other gov-
ernment programs.

Those federal funds expired
on June 30, meaning legislators
and Brownback had the choice
of either raising new revenues to
replace the federal money or cut
school spending. The decision
was to cut the base per-student
rate by $232 per pupil, going
from $4,012 to $3,780. Other
programs, such as $35,000 to
support teaching agriculture in
the classroom, also went by the
wayside.

“I don’t know that we can
advocate for students but fund
less than what’s in the law,” said
board president Dave Dennis of
Wichita. “I want to make sure
we’re realistic in what we send
over to the Legislature, but I
wouldn’t have a problem send-
ing over what’s state law.”

House Minority Leader Paul
Davis said asking for any in-
crease, let alone $525 million,
is a hard sell next session. Even
looking at restoring some of the
reductions will be a challenge in
an election year when tax cuts
will be more in vogue.

“I do think they do have a
responsibility to advocate for
what we understand the law
should be,” said Davis, a Law-
rence Democrat. “But I think
most people in the Legislature
understand it’s not realistic right

tL)

now.

Garden City challenges

census population findings

GARDEN CITY (AP) — Gar-
den City officials are challeng-
ing the 2010 census count for
their city.

City Planner Sam Hender-
son says the city has submitted
a challenge to the U.S. Census
Bureau. The federal agency said
in June that Garden City lost 6.3
percent of its population between
2000 and 2010, dropping from
28,000 to 26,658 residents.

The Garden City Telegram

reports that city officials believe
the true population is between
28,000 and 30,300.

City officials say getting the
numbers correct is important
because it determines the city’s
eligibility for federal funds.

Henderson says an analysis of
census data found several areas
that city officials believe were
incorrectly counted in last year’s
census.

Briefly)

4-Hers to show off

their fashion work

The 4-H Public Fashion Revue will
be at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday at the Colby
United Methodist Church. 4-Hers will
be modeling their constructed and buy-
manship outfits. There is no cost to at-
tend. Extension agents Diann Gerstner
and Clint Milliman will be adding to the
grand finale with a flash back to disco
dancing, a reward for the Colby Comets
4-H Club reaching the Challenge goal
of 90 percent of their members giving a
project talk or demonstration. For infor-
mation, call (785) 460-4582.

Get poultry tested

before the county fair
Poultry testing for the Thomas County
Fair will be at 8:30 a.m. Wednesday at
the Colby Sale Barn. Those planning to
show birds at the fair needs to have their
poultry tested that day. For information
call the Extension office at 460-4582.

Picnic in the Park
on Wednesday

Picnic in the Park begins at noon on
Wednesdays at Fike Park. The enter-
tainment for Wednesday will be the
Prarie Rose. The event is sponsored by
the Colby/Thomas County Chamber of
Commerce, Colby Convention and Vis-
itors Bureau and the Colby Free Press.
In case of bad weather, listen to KXXX/
KRDQ. For information, call the cham-
ber at 460-3401.

Register early
for youth soccer league

Early registration for the American
Youth Soccer Organization will be
from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday and 9 to 11
a.m. Saturday, July 23, at Pioneer Me-
morial Library. Early registration fee
is $45 through Saturday and $50 after
that. Volunteer applications will also be
available. For information, call Emily
Griffin 460-0647.

Carnival association
looking for volunteers

The Thomas County Amusement As-
sociation is looking for volunteers for
the Thomas County Free Fair, which
runs from Tuesday to Saturday, July 26
to 30. They are looking for volunteers to
help work the ball of chance, ring toss
and the prize booth. Shifts are available
from 7t0 9 p.m.and 9 to 11 p.m. To vol-
unteer, call the Chamber of Commerce
office at 460-3401.

Entries needed

for county fair parade

Get your entry in before Friday for
the Thomas County Fair Parade. The
parade will start at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday,
July 26, at Eighth Street and Franklin
Avenue. The parade will follow Frank-
lin to Cedar Street where it will turn
right and continue to Range Avenue and
end at the Thomas County Fairgrounds.
Registration forms are available at the
Colby/Thomas County Chamber of
Commerce. 350 S. Range. For informa-
tion, call 460-3401.
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