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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service

Tonight: A 50 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around
71. East wind around 5 mph be-
coming southwest.

Friday: Mostly sunny and hot,
with a high near 99. West wind 5
to 15 mph becoming south.

Friday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low
around 72. South wind between
10 and 15 mph.

Saturday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms before 1 p.m. Mostly
sunny and hot, with a high near
101. South wind between 5 and
10 mph.

Saturday Night: A 30 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy and
breezy, with a low around 71.

Sunday: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms
after 1 p.m. Partly sunny, with a
high near 92.

Sunday Night: A 30 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 68.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 95.

Monday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 70.

Tuesday: Sunny and breezy,
with a high near 96.

Tuesday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy and
breezy, with a low around 64.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a
high near 94.

Wednesday: High, 101; Low 66
Precip: Wednesday 0.79 inches

(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Colby Water Use
Wednesday 3,012,000 gal.
(Colby Public Works)

Saturday Evening

7:00

City to expand pool parking lot

From “CITY,” Page 1

last year and another this week.

In other business, the council:

* Approved the final payment of $234,976
to Prosser Wilbert Construction for the pool.
Armstrong said there are still some items to
repair such as a damaged freezer door, leaks
on the slides and concrete damage, but the
company will treat those as warantee work.

e Authorized Armstrong to let bids on
replacing a water main on Webster Street
from Range to School. The city will ask
companies to make bids to tear up the street

and bore into it.

Dale Owings of Penco Engineering
made up specification for the project, and
at $164,000, the estimate came back three
times larger than the $50,000 city had bud-
geted for the project. Armstrong said the
project is necessary, the line had four breaks

clarification on how

Commissioners
settle fence dispute

From “DISPUTE,” Page 1

dent for the commissioners to
pay for the fence to be moved?”

With that, the commission-
ers made a unanimous decision
to have county staff move the
fence.

The commissioners and their
predecessors have dealt with
right of way disputes for years.
They and County Attorney Kev-
in Berens agreed that consistent
standards should be found mov-
ing forward.

“Proper procedures are in
place,” said Berens, “and coun-
ty officials, including those who
preside over townships, took an
oath to uphold the law, includ-
ing road and bridge statutes.”

Berens said some townships
are not enforcing rules about
farming ditches beyond the 10-
foot courtesy range and are al-

lowing their patrons to obstruct
rights of way. He added that
even if the commissioners had
decided to decrease the dis-
tance of the right of way as the
Renners requested, that it could
not be immediately ruled on. He
said in order to alter, modify or
vacate a right of way a formal
resolution has to be made with
proper publication and a public
hearing.

Berens also said that if an in-
quiry is made to vacate a right
of way, such as the Renner’s ap-
peal, the county is not obligated
to grant requests and is given the
right to decline unless there is a
petition.

Before leaving, Renner was
given assurance that he would
be contacted by the road and
bridge supervisor about moving
the fence.

Graduate student
to research bats here

From “BAT,” Page 1

mended to use gloves when han-
dling them.

The ones he finds while trav-
eling will be safely relocated
after he takes a small DNA sam-
ple, which he is only too eager
to do.

Using DNA to trace the an-

’\YAeO:rt_h' 12;3 :22222 cestry of bats, Poissant can learn
Norrﬁal' 13' 61 inches yvhere modern l?at colonies orig-
(K-State Expériment. Station) inated. So far, it seems the bats
in the plains regions of the Unit-
Sunrise and Sunset ed States and Canada are from

Friday 6:34 a.m. 9:06 p.m. both the east and west.

“Bats largely disappeared
from the Great Plains when
the trees they lived in vanished
about 8,000 to 10,000 years
ago,” said Poissant.

However, he said that they
have started to make a comeback

with the availability of buildings
and newly-planted trees.

Poissant said that he often
tags bats near his home so he
can track them, saying there are
hundreds of thousands of bats in
the city of Regina alone, living
almost anywhere.

“Bats are pretty opportunis-
tic,” said Poissant. “They’ll slip
into just about any crack in the
wall and find their way into a
building. They are hibernating
in people’s walls, too, and espe-
cially in older homes.

“They’ve been isolated for so
long, they’ve formed different
subspecies,” he said. “Where
they’re meeting, I’'m expecting
to find some hybridizing, but
I’'m mostly interested in how
they’ve been reintroduced in
their new environments.”
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Cris Christenson of Johnson Controls
gave Armstrong information on a U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture grant that could be
used to help pay for the project. Armstrong
took the information, but said in the past the
department has told the city it has too much
money to qualify for grants.

e Set a public hearing for 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 6, on the building at 245 North
School. The meeting will be for the owner,
agent or lienholder of the property to show
cause why it shouldn’t be condemned.

* Reviewed the contract with Johnson
Controls for the audit of the water and elec-
tric systems. Armstrong said she wanted

will be replaced. Christenson said 198 me-
ters will be tested. The larger meters can be
tested in place, but the smaller meters will

are tested

many water meters
trial.

have to be removed and replaced while they

e Approved an additional $27,192 to Al-
fred Benesch and Company for tract revi-
sions, additional surveys and negotiations
on the airport land acquisition project. Arm-
strong said the Federation Aviation Admin-
istration will cover 95 percent of the cost,
but she is still waiting on their approval.

* Approved purchase of a salt spreader for
a city dump truck for $20,349.

e Set a time of 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 2,
for a public hearing on the budget.

e Approved rezoning lots at the Cooper
First Addition — on Country Club Drive
south of the Red River Commodities plant
— from residential to commercial and indus-

From “SHUTTLE,” Page 1

the giant television screen in
the front of the room, patches
from previous missions of At-
lantis were displayed.

Ceccacci, who smiled and
laughed and kept rolling a pen
between his hands, soon sepa-
rated himself from the throng
that was now well beyond
standing room only. He found
his cloth bag and put his flight
director headset away. While
the hugging continued, he put
away his briefing books and
logged off his computer.

Each flight control office
has its own toys as symbols.
The team that plans crew ac-
tivities keeps a large hour-
glass next to a shuttle model.
On Thursday, the time in the
hourglass had run out.

In Florida, it was differ-
ent. The tears flowed. Shuttle
launch director Mike Lein-
bach describing the scene at
the landing strip said, “I saw
grown men and women cry-
ing today.” He said they were

No tears in Houston
as space shuttle lands

tears of joy and “you couldn’t
suppress them.”

At Johnson Space Center,
Tammy Gafka, a NASA struc-
tural engineer, could have
been at the Mission Control
building, but chose to watch
the landing with her hus-
band and four small children
at a viewing center set up by
NASA on a grassy field on the
space center’s campus. A jum-
bo TV screen stood on top of a
truck, memorabilia was given
away and astronauts signed
autographs. Lines formed
where workers and their fami-
lies could touch a moon rock
and pose in a spacesuit.

Gafka and family had driv-
en to Florida to watch Atlantis
launch and decided to watch
the landing together in the
pre-dawn darkness, spread
out on a blanket decorated
with moon emblems.

“We just didn’t want to re-
gret not being here,” she said.
“It’s kind of weird. It’s like
grief. It goes in waves.”

Transportation site
will be offline Saturday

The Kansas Department of
Transportation’s websites and
phone services will be inter-
rupted this weekend so staff can
perform maintenance.

Maintenance work this week-
end on the electrical system of
the Eisenhower State Office
Building in Topeka will necessi-
tate turning off all power in the
building. As a result, the depart-
ment’s web and phone services
will not be accessible to the
public from 4:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday.

The 511 Map website 511.
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ksdot.org will display only the
base map. While the site will be
publicly accessible, none of the
information (construction, road
conditions, and camera and elec-
tronic sign views) will be avail-
able. All other links from the site
will be accessible. The traveler
information portal, www.kan-
drive.org, will also be available.
The Kansas 511 phone system
will be accessible to the public
by calling 511 from any phone
in Kansas or (866) 511-5368
from anywhere in the U.S.

S

= -
Briefly
Scholarships available

for local college women

The Colby branch of American Asso-
ciation of University Women is offering
a two-year scholarship for women from
Thomas County who will be juniors or
seniors in college this fall. Applicants
must have graduated from a Thomas
County high school or have been edu-
cated in Thomas County to apply for
the scholarship. Applications are avail-
able at Pioneer Memorial Library or
by e-mail from frahm@kacct.org. The
application deadline is Saturday. For in-
formation, call 465-6053.

Register early
for youth soccer league

Early registration for the American
Youth Soccer Organization will be from
9 to 11 a.m. Saturday at Pioneer Me-
morial Library. Early registration fee
is $45 through Saturday and $50 after
that. Volunteer applications will also be
available. For information, call Emily
Griffin at 460-0647.

Carnival association
looking for volunteers

The Thomas County Amusement As-
sociation is looking for volunteers for
the Thomas County Free Fair, which
runs from Tuesday to Saturday, July 30.
Volunteers are needed to help work the
ball of chance, ring toss and the prize
booth. Shifts are available from 7 to 9
p-m. and 9 to 11 p.m. To volunteer, call
the Chamber of Commerce office at
460-3401.

Salvation Army has fans

For those looking to beat the heat this
summer, the Thomas County Salvation
Army has fans available. Call Kathy at
the Thomas County Health Department
at 460-4596 or Sue at Citizens Medical
Center at 462-7511.

Order fresh fruit

from youth group

The annual Catholic Youth Organi-
zation fruit sale is under way. Reserve
an order of freestone peaches, Bartlett
pears and Gala apples through Wednes-
day, Aug. 17, by calling Megan Augus-
tine at the Sacred Heart Parish rectory
at 462-2179. Pickup day will be at 4 to
8 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 31, at the 4-H
Building on the Thomas County Fair-
grounds.

Sign up now
for football camp

Sign ups are open now for Little
League Football camp, Monday to
Wednesday, Aug. 8 to 10. Forms are
available at the Sports Shoppe for kids
in third through fifth grade. The cost is
$100. For information, call the shop at
462-8342.

School enrollment

starts in August

Enroll your kids in Sacred Heart
Catholic School from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 8, at the school. New
students will need to bring a physical
forms, social security card, birth cer-
tificate and immunization records. For
information, call Principal Dave Evert
at 460-2813.
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