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Left ... no, right, no ...

Environmental impact of beeft

has dropped steadily for 30 years

When it comes to reducing the environmen-
tal impact of raising beef, the industry has
come farther over the past 30 years than many
people realize, according to a Washington
State University scientist.

“The environmental impact of U.S. beef
production has been reduced by improved pro-
ductivity,” said Judith Capper, assistant pro-
fessor of dairy science at the university. She
spoke at the American Meat Science Associa-
tion’s Reciprocal Meat Conference at Kansas
State University June 19-22. “In 1977 it took
five animals to produce the same amount of
beef as four animals produced in 2007.”

“The majority of beef production’s environ-
mental impact occurs on-farm,” Capper said of
the farm-to feedlot-to processing system.

She acknowledged that opportunities to
further improve beef yield per animal may be
limited. Through genetic, feeding and man-
agement improvements, the amount of beef an
animal yielded in 2007 averaged 773 pounds,
well above the 603-pound average in 1977.
In addition, the average number of days for a
beef animal to reach slaughter weight was 482
in 2007, down from 606 days in 1977.

Capper cited a recent study that showed
that in comparing 2007 with 1977: 31 percent
more beef was produced, the number of beef
animals was down 30 percent, beef cattle con-
sumed 19 percent less feed, beef cattle con-
sumed 14 percent less water, beef cattle pro-
duction used 34 percent less land, beef cattle
produced 20 percent less manure, beef cattle
produced 20 percent less methane, beef cattle
produced 11 percent less nitrous oxide and
beef cattle production’s carbon footprint was
18 percent less.

Overall, in 2007, the industry had 18 percent
less impact on the environment than in 1977 —
and produced more beef, Capper said.

She used the example of two vehicles — one
of which is more fuel efficient than the other.
However, by revealing that the less fuel effi-
cient vehicle is a bus that can transport many
more people per gallon of fuel than a small car
that can transport two, it makes a person view
challenges differently, she said.

“It’s essential to assess impact per unit of
output rather than per unit of the production
process,” she said.

When assessing which is better for the planet

— grass-fed, natural or conventional (feedlot-
finished), Capper said she does not advocate
for any particular group. However, removing
technology from beef production considerably
increases animal numbers and increases re-
source use and greenhouse gas emissions.

“If all U.S. beef was grass-fed, it would in-
crease land use by 53.1 million hectares, which
is about 75 percent of the land area of Texas,”
Capper said. “It would increase water use by
1,733 billion liters, which is equal to annual
usage by 46.3 million U.S. households, and
it would increase greenhouse gas emissions
enough to equal annual emissions from 26.6
million U.S. cars.”

Capper said that incorrect data are some-
times used in newspaper and magazine articles
which can lead to a bias in consumers’ food
choices. She cited an example where studies
that appeared in a major U.S. magazine re-
ferred to beef production but the data came
from other countries where practices are not as
efficient as in the United States. For example,
in Brazil only 62 percent of beef cows produce
a live calf, and cows are typically four years
old at first calving.

Risk and profit conference in August
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Showing off his dance moves, Clint Milliman broke it down
at the 4-H fashion show. The 4-H agents agreed that if clubs
met the challenge of having 95 percent of their members
give project presentations they would dance to disco-in-
spired music after the fashion show Tuesday, At the Colby
United Methodist church, the show gave 4-Hers a chance to
model their clothing construction and buymanship projects.
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Kansas State University’s De-
partment of Agricultural Econom-
ics will hold its annual Risk and
Profit Conference and Trade Show
Thursday and Friday, Aug. 18-19,
at the K-State Alumni Center in
Manhattan.

This year’s conference will
feature two keynote addresses.
Fred Seamon, associate director
of commodity research and prod-
uct development with the CME

Group will present “Hedging in
2011: What’s Changed and What
Remains the Same” at the Thurs-
day luncheon. Kent and Rebecca
Ott, longtime agricultural produc-
ers from south central Kansas will
provide “A Conversation with a
Kansas Producer” just after the
Friday breakfast.

At the CME Group, Seamon
is responsible for conducting re-
search on the structure and per-

IOn the Beat

COLBY POLICE
Tuesday

1:16 a.m. — Security check at Aquatic Park

2:53 a.m. — Service rendered/attempt to lo-
cate: caller reported subject not contacting her.
Unable to locate. Reporting party called back;
subject called and was OK.

6:39 a.m. — Unlocked building at Fike Park.

9:32 a.m. — Caller reported someone receiv-
ing harassing text messages. Criminal threat
report filed.

12:35 p.m. — Driving while suspended re-
port filed on traffic stop.

1:10 p.m. — Theft, criminal damage to prop-
erty: caller reported items taken off vehicle.

2:39 p.m. — Funeral blocks.

2:44 p.m. — Provided directions for motorist
at Range and College.

4:09 p.m. — Caller reported semi blocking
Country Club and Fourth. Not found.

5:40 p.m. — Narcotics violation report filed.

9:12 p.m. — Caller reported three children
waiting for parents over fifteen at the Colby
Aquatic Pool.

9:13 p.m. — Caller reported suspicious per-
son in parking lot. Made contact everything
OK.

10:51 p.m. — Locked Fike Park bathroom.

11:15 p.m. — Caller reported an erratic driver
on Seventh St. by Fike Park. Vehicle located.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Saturday

4:44 am. — Caller reported vehicle bro-
ken down at U.S. 24 and County Rd. 36. Not
found.

6:37 a.m. — Caller reported U-Haul over-
turned on I-70 at mile 60 eastbound. Report
filed.

8:16 a.m. — Accident at the landfill.

1:05 p.m. — Owner reported semi driver
stuck truck between two buildings. Got semi
out, no damage note.

1:28 p.m. — Subject talked to deputy about
dispute with former landlord. Civil matter,
civil standby to be scheduled.

Sunday

7:05 a.m. — Subject came to station reported
ex-husband threatening her. Report filed.

1:21 p.m. — Booked Joseph Bernard Castel-
lana.

4:27 p.m. — Took prisoners to Atwood.

Monday

8:59 a.m. — Helped Highway Patrol on drug
traffic stop.

9:37 a.m. — Caller reported someone had

transplanted marijuana into his garden. Spoke
to reporting party. Information provided, no
report.

9:40 a.m. — Booked David Lawrence Diab.

10:40 a.m. — Call to 911 reported cement
truck overturned in the 1200 block of K-25.
Assisted Highway Patrol, ambulance and fire
department on call.

6:15 p.m. — Caller requested deputy during
board meeting.

Tuesday

8:41 a.m. — Joseph B. Castellana arrested on
warrant.

8:54 a.m. — Civil forfeiture report filed.

11:10 a.m. — John Kuder arrested on war-
rant.

11:55 a.m. — Booked Kuder.

2:02 p.m. — Nicholas Henry arrested on war-
rant.

2:26 p.m. — Booked Henry.

2:42 p.m. — Funeral escort from Methodist
Church to Brewster.

6:46 p.m. — Released Kuder.

7:41 p.m. — Caller reported suspicious ve-
hicle parked in from of residence.

9:10 p.m. — Jason Maez arrested on war-
rant.

formance of commodity markets,
which is used to monitor the per-
formance of and maintain the vi-
ability of CME Group commodity
futures and options contract mar-
kets. He also is responsible for in-
vestigating the feasibility of new
commodity futures contracts and
writing trading rules for new com-
modity futures.

Kent and Rebecca Ott have
been partners in farming for over
30 years with Kent’s parents,
Charles and Patricia Ott. They
grow wheat, soybeans, corn and
grain sorghum. Kent has served on
the local co-op and Farm Service
agency boards, and has served as
a local school board member and
state representative.

After the Thursday evening din-
ner, K-State agricultural econo-
mists Dan O’Brien and Glynn
Tonsor will present this year’s
grain and livestock outlooks.

Conference participants also
may attend eight of 21 breakout
sessions. All conference presenta-
tions will be included on a com-
pact disc included as part of reg-
istration.

Breakout session topics include
everything from crop insurance
volatility to machinery costs, in-
cluding forecasting custom rates

to international benchmarking of
beef production. Presentations
also will include land prices, bio-
fuels contracting, using spread-
sheets to manage expenses and the
basics of futures and options.

The conference will feature
a trade show with displays by
agribusinesses and commodity
groups.

New this year is the opportunity
to register for just one day of the
conference, said Rich Llewelyn.
one of the conference coordina-
tors. Registration for both days is
$210 for the first registration and
$190 for each additional registra-
tion from the same organization, if
paid by Friday, Aug. 12. One-day
registration if paid by Aug. 12 is
$120 for the first registration and
$110 for additional registrations
from the same organization.

After Aug. 12, the fee is $230
for both days and $140 for one
day.

Complete information about the
conference, including breakout
session topics and presenters and
online registration, is available
at www.agmanager.info/events/
risk_profit/2011 or by contacting
Rich Llewelyn at (785) 532-1504
or rvl@ksu.edu.

Don’t need it? Sell it
n the classifieds Call 462-396

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory
call Andrea, Kathryn or Shannon today at 462-3963.

Giveita try!

See what the. Business: Directory, can.do; for-you!

NEW SYSTEM

s

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
7/ (800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles
Wood Shingles
IR Shingles
Stone Coated Steel
Metal Panels

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

785-462-6642

Licensed White TPO Single Ply
Bonded Modified Systems
Insured Built up Systems

FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

NEED EXTRA MONEY?

Be a Newspaper Carrier!

“Callusor

. Stopby! /
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785-460-6443

Colf season is here. Come join in the
fun at our new low season pricee!

Meadowlake Golf Course, Restaurant and Lounge are
public facilities, not private - everyone welcome.

Restaurant and Lounge are open
Monday - Saturday
Prime Rib, Salad Bar and Desert Special
every Saturday night
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ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Representing many companies to * For great coverage
provide all your insurance needs:

and customer
service contact me!

e Contractors
e Restaurants

e Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV

e Farm and Crop Insurance

» Commercial Property, Automobiles

e General Liability, Workers Compensation
¢ Inland Marine, Builders Risk

e Auto Service Shops

* Body Shop and Collision Repair

e Salons and Day Spas
e Strip Malls, Condominiums
e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 « 490 N. Franklin

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Bankruptcy
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200 W 13th

Call Toll Free (800) 864-4619

LASSMAN
AT BRAUN
"HWART?Z,

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file
for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Questions?

- Hays, KS

1 make

insurance simple.

David Browne Il
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Auto | Home | Life |

Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,

FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Business

[ 73

Retirement

| College |

1085 E Golf Club Rd. * Colby, KS

Ph: 785-462-3939 . Fax: 785-462-3752
dtubbs@thomascountyins.com « www.thomascountyins.com

877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company**, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company**/West Des Moines, IA. *Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services © 2011 FBL Financial Group, Inc. M083-ML-BC (5-11)




