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® Hints from
Heloise

vael tips date
49 years in past

Dear Readers: This year will be the celebration
of 50 years of the Heloise column in newspapers.
Looking through my files, I found some charming
and funny columns my mother, the original Helo-
ise (1919-1977), printed. I thought you would get
a laugh and a smile reading them, as I did.

In 1962, Joan Crawford, the movie actress who
was a friend of my mother’s and died the same
year my mother did, wrote the following letter
with advice about PACKING while traveling.

She says: “Dear Heloise: Knowing that many
people travel in the summertime, and after read-
ing your column, I am writing to tell you how
I pack so that it might help others. I pack all of
my hair items in one makeup box and all of my
makeup items in another. Then I lay out each dress
on a portable rack, on its hanger. (By the way,
when I do pack the dress, I put it in the suitcase
right on its own hanger! Hotel rooms so seldom
have enough hangers or the correct type.) I never
pack a dress in a suitcase until I have laid out the
matching shoes, purse, gloves and hat that I will
wear with it. Then I pack my gloves and kerchief
inside the purse that I will be carrying. A bed is an
excellent place to put out all the items.

“When I have the entire outfit together, then I
pack it. I always see that the belt is attached to
the dress hanger for each dress. I have a special
case for my hats. It is tall hatbox style. I always
stuff my hats carefully with tissue paper, and I
put a good deal of the tissue inside the hatbox so
they will not rattle around in traveling. When I
get to my destination, I unpack all of my cloth-
ing, including the hats so they can ‘stretch out
and breathe.” I never let my hats stay in their case.
As I wear each dress, I put it in the bottom of the
suitcase on its hanger so I don’t have to unpack
that one again. I always wash my underwear each
night. One thing I cannot stand is to pack soiled
clothing with clean clothing. If possible, I also
wash out my dresses each night. They are then
clean to repack. Even if I do not have time the
next day to iron them — at least they are clean
when I repack them.” Joan Crawford, 1977

Some way to pack, huh — on hangers! — Helo-
ise, 2011

BACON STORAGE

Dear Heloise: 1 arrange bacon strips in the
amount I use on a cookie sheet. (I cut mine in half
to better fit in quart bags, as I eat a strip and a half
of bacon for breakfast.) I freeze it, then loosen it
with a spatula, put it in plastic freezer bags and
refreeze. — Bill Wallace, Brandon, Miss.

LONGER SHEETS

Dear Heloise: Regarding a recent column, an
easy way to have longer top sheets is to purchase
the top sheet one size larger than the fitted sheet.
I buy a queen top sheet for my full-size mattress.
— Elaine V. Bartlett, Spokane, Wash.
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

You deal and bid One Diamond.
Partner responds Three Diamonds.

What would you bid now with
each of the following four hands?

1. K105 ¥ KQ7 ¢ AK7652 & 8

2.4 Q4 ¥ K3 ¢KQ753 % AQJS

3.4 J6 9 K94 ¢ AJ95 & KQT72

4.4 82 ¥ AK6 ¢ KQ874 # J63

Bidding Quiz

1. Four notrump. Partner’s jump indicates ex-
cellent diamond support and 13 to 16 points (part
of which may be distributional), raising the ques-
tion not only of whether there’s a small slam, but
whether you might even make a grand slam.

Accordingly, you invoke Blackwood, asking
for aces. If partner bids five diamonds, indicating
one ace, you will of course pass. If partner re-
sponds five hearts, showing two aces, you will bid
six diamonds. If he responds five spades, showing
three aces, you will next bid five notrump, ask-
ing for kings. If partner responds six diamonds,
indicating one king (which must be the king of
clubs), you will bid seven diamonds because you
can count 13 tricks. Finally, if partner bids six
clubs (no kings), you should stop in six diamonds
as you cannot account for what you will do with
your spade loser.

2. Four clubs. If you had a minimum opening
bid, you’d normally bid three notrump or four di-
amonds to show your limited resources. But this
hand is not a minimum — you have 17 high-card
points —and you can portray these extra values by
bidding four clubs to show interest in a slam and
first-round control of clubs. You then leave the
rest to partner. He may go on to a slam or choose
to stop at game as he sees fit.

3. Three notrump. This is not a pleasant bid to
make, considering your spade holding, but there
is no better call available. In view of your flat dis-
tribution, an 11-trick game in diamonds is far less
attractive than a nine-trick notrump game.

Partner doesn’t really expect you to have all
three side suits completely buttoned up when you
bid three notrump, so he can decide to overrule
you by returning to diamonds if his values are
unsuitable for notrump.

4. Three hearts. Here, too, the best chance for
game lies in notrump, but you can’t reasonably
bid three notrump with two suits unguarded. You
therefore bid three hearts, hoping that partner,
with appropriate spade and club strength, will be
able to bid three notrump.

Three hearts does not, in and of itself, profess
interest in a slam. It can be interpreted as either a
probing bid for game in notrump — which is the
intention here — or as an initial step toward slam.
Because the bid is ambiguous at this point, part-
ner is expected to tread gingerly until its purpose
is fully identified.
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Family Circus °* Bil Keane
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“He might’ve lived longer if he
didn’t smoke that pipe.”

Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green
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This is a logic-based num- [5]9|8]2|6|3|1|7|4
ber placement puzzle. 112/3/7/5 46 9/8]:
The goal is to enter a num- 6|4/ 7|9/18]352
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich 7161213419181 5
8|3|/4|5|2]|1(9|6|7
each row, column and 3x3 915168 712al3l
regionmustcontainonlyone 37571419127 86
instance of each numeral. 47 9ls36l52/1
The solution to the last |[2|8|6|1|7/5|4(3|9
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Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: A PERSON COULD SAY

THAT IF ACTRESS SALLY HAS AMBITIOUS

ASPIRATIONS, THEY MIGHT BE FIELD GOALS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals H

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer
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