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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/04

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 8/03

A Psychological Ploy
Part of the skill in good declarer play consists 

of inducing the defenders to make mistakes. It is 
not rare for a defender to make a mistake on his 
own that he shouldn’t have; far more notewor-
thy is the occasion when declarer induces him to 
make that mistake.

Consider this deal where South got to three 
hearts on the bidding shown. West led the king 
of spades and shifted to the seven of clubs. East 
took dummy’s king of clubs with the ace and re-
turned his remaining spade to partner’s ace. West 
then played another club, ruffed in dummy with 
the eight of hearts.

South had lost the first three tricks and so could 
afford to lose only one trump trick. This was im-
possible to do legitimately as the cards lay, but 
South found a way to make the contract anyway.

At trick five, he led the queen of spades from 
dummy, even though he had no use whatsoever 
for a discard on dummy’s high spade. The ruse 
succeeded beautifully when East, instead of dis-
carding, ruffed the queen of spades with the four 
of hearts.

South overruffed the four with the six and led 
the queen of trumps. West covered with the king, 
taken by dummy’s ace as East’s singleton jack 
fell. Declarer then led dummy’s nine of hearts to 
West’s ten.

It did not matter what West returned. South’s 
seven of hearts eventually captured West’s five, 
and declarer made the contract instead of going 
down one. The trap declarer laid by playing the 
apparently useless queen of spades from dummy 
at trick five worked to perfection.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My dream of living in my 
own apartment after graduation is turning into a 
nightmare. I can’t really afford to do anything 
once I have paid the rent, and my parents were 
awfully helpful before when it came to laundry, 
grocery shopping, cooking, etc. Yeah, I have pri-
vacy, but really I am pretty lonely. Should I tell 
my mom and dad how I feel, or just keep quiet 
and hope I can adjust somehow? I am 19. – D.L.

Dear D.L.: It sounds like you graduated from 
high school and went right into the work force, 
which shows you have maturity and should be 
proud of the independence you have shown. What 
you may not realize is you are facing the same 
struggle as people three or four years older who 
have college degrees to help achieve a level of 
income that makes things easier. Having a room-
mate would help take care of several stressors: 
loneliness, financial problems, things to do after 
work and even shopping and cooking.

Getting a roommate might feel like more of a 
successful move than one that leads back toward 
your parents’ basement. But, as I’m sure you 
know, that move also is a risky one. Everything 
depends on your ability to pick or move in with 
the right person – someone you like and respect 
and can live with successfully. So you might try 
asking someone you know and are friendly with 
who is in the same situation. In any case, it’s good 
you are recognizing the problems in independent 
living and are not just sitting home sulking, but 
are planning to do something about it.

Dear Dr. Brothers: It has been several months 
since tornadoes swept our area, and my family 
and I are still suffering. While we weren’t hurt 
and didn’t lose our home, we are fearful whenev-
er a storm comes by. It is difficult for my husband 
and me to comfort our 8- and 10-year-old sons 
when we are scared ourselves. We know there 
isn’t anything to fear from regular storms, but 
don’t know how to stop worrying. Help! – F.F.

Dear F.F.: I’m sorry you went through such a 
traumatic experience and are suffering from the 
aftereffects. And the fact that you and your fam-
ily came through unscathed doesn’t mean you are 
able to just forget that it all happened. But there 
are several things you can do to make your fami-
ly’s transition back to a calm, happy life an easier 
one. Make sure you and your kids have people 
to talk to who understand what you have been 
through and can empathize with your fear and 
anxiety. Even school friends can be a comfort if 
they are feeling the same way as your kids.

Find some professional guidance if you need 
it – there are people whose job it is to lead you 
through this turbulent time. If you go back to rou-
tines and make sure your family is getting plenty 
of sleep and eating properly, that will help give 
them the reserves to handle a tough emotional 
load. Don’t be afraid to take a vacation for a 
change of scenery – and pick someplace not vis-
ited daily by bad weather. Your nerves deserve 
a quiet, safe haven where you can recover. Take 
some time to help others affected by the storms – 
you may be surprised to find reserves you didn’t 
know you had. And finally, give yourselves plen-
ty of time to heal. It’s not going to be an over-
night process.

    (c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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Living alone
not wonderful

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


