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Stage still set
tor change at KU

The timing of Ron Olin’s departure from Kansas Athletics
Inc. is interesting and could be an indication of things to come
in the department.

Athletic Director Sheahon Zenger, who is seven months into
the job, was asked by the Journal-World about the responsibil-
ities of some of the department’s top administrators. When it
came to Olin, director of security and internal controls, Zenger
said, “That’s a position that’s somewhat unique to an athletic
department. He and I are talking about what that role can or
may be.”

Later, Olin — who was Lawrence’s chief of police from 1987
until he joined KU last September — resigned. Olin said, “Since
day one I’ve been trying to work myself out of a job.”

Kansas Athletics has no plans to fill the position. This is
likely an indication that Zenger is looking closely at depart-
ment operations and making changes where appropriate for the
department’s overall health.

Zenger says he wants to get to know the programs, from the
perennial national champion contender men’s basketball team
to the women’s rowing squad. He says he wants to make sure
each program has the resources and opportunities to be suc-
cessful. Then, when he is sure he has all the information he
needs, he can take any appropriate action.

His hands are somewhat tied because his predecessor Lew
Perkins signed several coaches of under-performing teams to
new deals or contract extensions just before or after he an-
nounced he would leave his post on June 10, 2010, according
to a Journal-World investigation.

This followed Perkins’ decision to fire head football coach
Mark Mangino, costing the program $3 million in severance
pay. The department also was stuck with Perkins’ own $2 mil-
lion golden parachute when he left KU while under fire for a
ticket scandal and ethical questions.

Coaching changes are likely to occur unless KU greatly im-
proves on its last-place finish last year in the Big 12 all-sport
Director’s Cup standings. Zenger has called that result “unac-
ceptable.”

Olin’s departure and the fact that he won’t be replaced indi-
cate that Zenger is willing to make decisions about whom he
wants with him as KU works to become more competitive in
the Big 12 and on the national stage.

— Lawrence Journal-World, via the Associated Press
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So, what were you trying to say?

I’ve been puzzled more than once today, as
I race against the clock and the sheer quantity
of things to be read.

Don’t get me wrong, I love to read. I've
been a voracious reader since I first discovered
all those squiggles on the page held stories.
Though I have obvious preferences, which
have changed some over time, I'll read warn-
ing labels on cleansers and ingredients labels
on packaged mixes — for entertainment — if
nothing else is available. But those are already
edited into a standard format.

My job, as a copy editor, involves read-
ing pretty much everything that goes into
the newspaper, as well as a fair sampling of
things that don’t. Almost all of it was written
by someone else. A number of someone elses.
From all over.

Well, today must have been my lucky day,
because I kept coming across odd turns of
phrase. Some were in stories on topics I see
every day. Some were dealing with subjects I
know very little about. And all required a deci-
sion — do I leave what I see or do I change it?

Editing by definition involves making cor-
rections and in other ways improving the flow
and clarity of what is written. Fixing a typo
is editing. So is turning three pages of elegant
prose into one page that will actually fit in the
paper.

There’s a fine balance to the process — pol-
ishing without decimating. I'll be the first to
admit I learned by doing while polishing the
writing and language skills I've developed
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over a lifetime of writing, reading and study-
ing an eclectic array of fields as my curiosity
led me here, there and everywhere.

What I try to avoid is what was evident to
me years ago in the condensed books I found
at my grandmother’s house. They were con-
densed, all right, but to the extent that the
voice of the storyteller — the writer — was al-
most completely erased. In a volume of four or
five books, they all sounded the same. That’s
sad; the storyteller and the story cannot really
be separated and to try is to ignore the value
of both.

When I find a word or a phrase that doesn’t
fit, though, I’'m stuck. Why doesn’t it fit? Is it
a simple typing error? (You’d be surprised the
kinds of mistakes that come out on the page
from these. There are days I can’t spell Colby
to save my life, and days when half my capital
letters come out lower case.)

Is this anomaly a grammatical error? I try
not to judge because not everyone grows up
with an English teacher for a mother, but it
seems the language slips a little farther every
year. I’'m as guilty as anyone, but I read some-

thing — somewhere, sometime — about the rule
against dangling participles being archaic and
ill-informed and inappropriate to the English
language. It may be right or wrong, but I love
it.

Is this anomaly a spelling error? In creat-
ing this column, I’ve had to stop at least three
times to change “write” to “right” so it will
be right. That’s one I can’t let slide, because
homonym misuse in print is one of the editing
errors that drives me up the wall. It’s also one
of the big clues, by the way, that the e-mail
promising a big windfall is spam.

Is this anomaly a creative turn of phrase that
is part of the voice of the writer? As I work
around people of different ages and back-
grounds I hear a number of variations on com-
mon expressions. Time and distance tend to
change a word here and there. For example,
it’s just as common to hear “I could care less”
as “I couldn’t care less.” Think about it. They
actually mean opposites, though both are used
to indicate indifference.

And finally, when I find that word or phrase
that stops me, the practical question comes
down to, “How mad will they be if I change it?
Or will they even notice?”

The voice of the storyteller is important. But
the voice of the editor plays back up.

Marian Ballard has collected careers as
counselor, librarian, pastor, and now copy edi-
tor for the Colby Free Press. She collects ideas,
which are more portable than other stuff.

Debt deal leaves much work to be done

Over the last few months, the American
people have endured the many ups and downs
of an ever-changing debate in Congress over
whether we should raise the debt ceiling for
the eleventh time in the last decade. I, along
with many of my colleagues, hoped we could
use this moment in history to bring about sig-
nificant change to the way business is conduct-
ed in Washington, D.C.

In fact, on March 22 of this year, [ informed
President Obama that I would not vote to raise
the debt ceiling in the absence of substantial
reductions in spending and structural changes
to the way Washington spends taxpayer dol-
lars. In my view, the plan that passed Congress
this week failed on both accounts. This leg-
islation might be considered a good ‘deal’ in
Washington — but it is not good for the future
of America.

The reality is the legislation did not offer a
solution to the underlying problem of our fi-
nancial crisis today: our government’s out-of-
control spending. Even if fully enacted, the bill
only slows the growth of spending — but just
barely. Next year, this plan will reduce spend-
ing by $21 billion, and $21 billion may sound
like a lot of money, because it is. But given the
fact Washington spends $4 billion more than
it takes in each day — those savings will disap-
pear in less than a week.

This deal also ignores the stark warnings
from credit rating agencies, which said a $4
trillion deficit reduction plan would be neces-
sary to prevent a downgrade in the U.S. credit
rating. Even if everything in this legislation is
accomplished, the non-partisan Congressional
Budget Office estimates it will only achieve
$2.1 trillion in deficit reduction, so the threat
of a downgrade to our credit rating is still very
real.
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The one positive result of the debt debate
is that Washington is now talking about how
much it should cut instead of how much it can
spend. Even though significant cuts did not oc-
cur, the debate informed the American people
of the magnitude of our spending problem —
but that’s no reason to pat ourselves on the
back. Can you imagine a family congratulat-
ing themselves for talking about their spend-
ing habits without ever changing the way they
spend money? When Kansas families are in
serious financial trouble, they don’t just slow
down how quickly they spend borrowed mon-
ey — they cut up their credit cards.

Our national debt now stands at more than
$14 trillion, but under this plan, our debt will
continue to grow and will reach $22 trillion
in 10 years. Over the next three decades, our
debt will become more than three times the
size of our entire economy. This reality served
as a wake-up call to Americans last Novem-
ber — and they called on Washington to come
up with a responsible solution to this growing
problem. Unfortunately, business as usual con-
tinued this week in our nation’s capital, and
solving our fiscal problems was pushed off for
yet another day.

Although members of the Kansas delegation
ultimately came to different conclusions on
the final deal, we remain unified in our com-
mitment to rein in our staggering national debt

and grow the economy. There is much work
to be done in the months ahead, and I will re-
double my efforts to bring common sense to
Washington and put Kansans back to work.
The revenues we need to balance our books
are not tax increases, but revenues that come
from a growing economy where Americans
and Kansans are working. When our econo-
my is strong, the federal government can pay
down its debt, Americans can provide for their
families, and we will all have the opportunity
to see our children and grandchildren pursue
the American dream.

Jerry Moran of Hays is the junior U.S. sena-
tor from Kansas. His committee appointments
include Appropriations; Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs; Veterans’ Affairs; Small
Business and Entrepreneurship; and the Spe-
cial Committee on Aging.

Write us

The Colby Free Press encourages Letters
to the Editor on any topic of general interest.
Letters should be brief, clear and to the point.
They must be signed and carry the address and
phone number of the author.

We do not publish anonymous letters. We
sign our opinions and expect readers to do
likewise. Nor do we run form letters or letters
about topics which do not pertain to our area.
Thank-yous from this area should be submit-
ted to the Want Ad desk.

Letters will not be censored, but will be read
and edited for form and style, clarity, length
and legality. We will not publish attacks on
private individuals or businesses.
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