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Nathan Bowie lives by two say-
ings: “Success is a word the lazy
use to describe the dedicated,”
and “The only way to improve to-
morrow is to know what you did
wrong today.”

He had never dreamed that
these sayings would lead him to
become a professional basketball
player, but that is where he has
ended up. At 25 years old, Bowie
plays professionally in Portugal.
He has an associates degree from
Colby Community College and a
bachelor’s degree from University
of Central Arkansas.

Bowie grew up in Kansas City,
Kan. and started playing basket-
ball at a very young age.

“I can’t put my finger on the ex-
act age, but I'm pretty sure it was
around the age of 3 or 4,” Bowie
said. “My dad, Ernest Bowie
bought me and my brother, Aaron
Bowie, a Fisher Price basketball
goal to put downstairs in the base-
ment. This is where I developed
the love for the game.”

As he got older, Bowie said the
sport became more of a privilege
and a reward for hard work.

“Me and my brother would have
to help him clean the schools,
since he was a custodian, and in
finishing this task, we would get
the chance to play basketball af-
terwards,” he said. “This kind of
set the stage for working hard at a
young age.”

Bowie was actually interested
in art up through high school, and
even received several scholarships
to attend art institutes. He also re-
ceived several basketball scholar-
ships. The latter led him to begin
thinking about basketball as a pro-
fession.

Nathan Bowie played for Terceria Basket this past season in a game against Angra Basket (Azores
Island rivals). Bowie’s team swept Angra Basket in the playoffs, and went 9-2 overall to become

Portuguese champions.

“My choice to play pro bas-
ketball started my senior year in
high school when I received a lot
of full-ride scholarships to attend
colleges,” Bowie said. “My uncle,
Eric Bowie, was good friends with
former Colby Community College
Trojans Coach Brian Osterman,
and he visited my home in Kansas
City.”

However, Osterman contacted
Bowie the summer before he start-
ed college to tell him that he was
moving to another community col-
lege in Missouri to coach. Oster-
man said Bowie was welcome to
follow him, but Bowie decided to
stay at Colby Community College
and played for the team from 2004
to 2006.

While playing at Colby Com-

munity College, Bowie received
several awards from the National
Junior College Athletics Associa-
tion during the 2005-2006 season.
He was selected for the All-Tour-
nament First Team, the First Team
All-Conference, the All-Region
Team, and as an All-American and
Co-Player of the Year.

Bowie said that was the year he
realized he could use basketball to
further his education.

“I realized my sophomore year
as I flipped through all the mail
from D1 (Division 1) schools that
I could use basketball to obtain
my degrees as well as maybe con-
tinuing my basketball career,” he
said. “After doing really well at
University of Central Arkansas, I
knew that becoming a pro would

Chiets building up return game

ST. JOSEPH, Mo. (AP) — The
Chiefs’ return game got off to a
promising start last year when
rookie Dexter McCluster took a
punt 94 yards for a momentum-
swinging touchdown in the open-
er.

Kansas City couldn’t keep it
up all season with McCluster and
fellow second-round pick Javier
Arenas.

“They both got beat up in a
number of different ways, which
happens,” coach Todd Haley said.
“And it didn’t look so hot as we
got through the season.”

The Chiefs signed receiver
Steve Breaston this offseason,
adding even more depth and ver-
satility to their return game.

Kansas City ranked 28th in the
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NFL on kickoff returns last season
and 17th on punt returns. McClus-
ter’s score turned out to be its only
touchdown from the return game
all season. The Chiefs did im-
prove their average punt return by
4 yards from the previous year.

In the 2010 Week 1 win over
the Chargers, Arenas had a pair of
long punt returns in the first half.
Then McCluster came in to field a
second-quarter punt and went all
the way to the end zone.

Breaston returned punts and
kicks in his first four seasons
with Arizona. Haley believes the
Chiefs won’t use one dedicated
return man this season because of
each player’s other abilities.

“If that were his No. 1 job, then
I would be all for that if he were

y

a big-time returner, which they all
have a chance to be,” Haley said.
“As the situation looks right now,
I don’t know if that’ll be the case.
Those are guys that are contribut-
ing in other areas where we need
them — all three of them.”

Arenas practiced with the first
team at cornerback until Brandon
Carr signed Thursday. A nickel
back in his first season, Arenas
should continue to see plenty of
snaps on defense.

McCluster, a hybrid running
back-wide receiver, provides
versatility and speed on offense.
Breaston projects as the slot re-
ceiver behind Dwayne Bowe and
rookie first-round pick Jonathan
Baldwin.
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The Battle on the Plains 2011
3/8 mi Flat Track Shootout
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GATES OPEN: 5:00 P.M.
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THOMAS COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
COLBY, KANSAS

Colby, KS
Aug. 12

Admission:

Adults: $10 (11 and up)

Children: $5 (6-10)

Children: Free (5 and under)

Stockion, KS
Aug. 15-16

HEAT RACES: 5:30 P.M.

MAIN EVENT: 7:00 P.M.
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be a reality instead of a dream
now.”

Along the way, though, Bowie
went through some hardships that
almost halted his future in basket-
ball.

“My freshman year, my best
friend was killed, beat up so bad
that he had a brain aneurysm,”
Bowie said. “My teammates com-
forted me and told me to use this
as a positive motive to keep push-
ing forward, regardless if a wall
was in the way.”

Another hardship came his
sophomore year when he had
run in with his coaches. He had a
disagreement about working out
in the pool because he couldn’t
swim. To compromise, he sug-
gested to do windsprints or towel

drills, but the disagreement led to
his being suspended from the team
until he apologized.

“From there, I apologized and
continued to block out the nega-
tive while I strived for my big-
ger goal in life...I think we all go
through hardships in life,” Bowie
said. “You cannot experience suc-
cess if there is not some kind of
hardships knocking you two or
three steps back. This is what
makes us try harder and harder.”

Bowie received his associate
of arts degree in Physical Educa-
tion from Colby Community Col-
lege in 2006, and then moved on
to University of Central Arkansas
(UCA) where he got his bachelor
of science in Family and Consum-
er Science with a minor in African
Studies in 2008.

He was then signed to the NBA
D-League Draft, but was not
drafted. Bowie thought playing
overseas was the right move for
him and decided to leave to D-
League.

“I decided to play overseas in-
stead of continuing the D-League
because overseas they give a lot
of players chances if you can land
a job,” he said. “A lot of the D-
League is based on politics; who
you know, and who likes you. The
game of basketball shouldn’t be
like that, it should be based on who
can play. Don’t get me wrong, the
D-League is a very good league,
and has a lot of exposure opportu-
nities but it’s not for everyone, in-
cluding me. But you never know.
God works in mysterious ways.”

In 2009, Bowie signed with the
Vancouver BC Titans. He then left
Vancouver during the season to go
to Morrocco for workouts. Since
then, he has played in Slovenia,
Spain and most recently Portugal.

Even though Bowie knew play-

ing overseas was the right thing
for him, his parents weren’t so
sure at first.

“My father wanted me to play in
the NBA D-League more based on
what he was familiar with,” Bow-
ie said. “A lot of us out there know
very little about Europe, South
America, Asia, and also Africa.
My mother didn’t care so much,
but of course she wanted me close
so I could contact her often. But
now I think they understand that
my decision was based on what
was best for me in my future.”

This past season proved espe-
cially good for Bowie’s career.
His team, Terceira Basket, became
Portugeuse Champions, and he
received seven awards from Eu-
robasket.com, including All-Pro-
liga Player of the Year, All-Proliga
Guard of the Year, and All-Proliga
Newcomer of the Year.

Despite all the success he’s
found in playing professional bas-
ketball, Bowie wants kids striving
to be professional athletes to know
how important it is to receive an
education too.

“Each and every kid should
have several goals in life, and if
that’s sports, than they should use
sports to pay for college first, then
try to obtain their goals of being
a pro athlete,” Bowie said. “This
is the true goal in life. You will
always need some kind of edu-
cation to fall back on. Nothing is
certain in life and different plans
and goals will always help any kid
to fulfill much out of life.”

In Bowie’s mind, it was a simple
choice to pay attention in class,
get his high school diploma, get
his degrees, and to play in many
different countries.

“Not to mention visiting the
world for free,” Bowie said. “Ev-
eryone can do this.”

Farmers & Merchants
Bank of Colby

MEMBER FDIC

240 W. 4" St., Colby, Kansas

(785) 460-3321

Your only Colby Chartered Bank!
The only Colby Chartered 5 Star Rating Bank by
BauerFinancial: for bank strength and stability.

Open 20+ hours per week more than any other
bank for our customers’ convenience.

2010: Helped sponsor over 100 events,
representing over 50 groups and service

organizations.

We have our ROOTS where others have only

their branches!

We’re Stable, Secure....Your Community Bank.

Farmers & Merchants...Together... Making a Difference.

@ Brewster - USD 314 @

“Public School in a Private School Setting”
Brewster School, USD 314, is facing the future with a positive attitude. Our school is part of a
vibrant and thriving rural Kansas community that continues to offer tremendous support for our
students. A wide variety of academic and extracurricular choices are accompanied by small
class sizes. A caring faculty provides individualized instruction that is designed to meet stu-
dents’ personal needs, resulting in a well balanced and fuffilling school experience.

Current Offerings:

Full Academic Schedule Including:

Four Day School Week — Monday - Thursday
Duel Credit College Courses — Core Courses
Industrial Arts — Strength Training - FACS
Yearbook — Band and Vocal - Art
Special Education provided by NWKESC
Preschool for ages 3 and older

Extracurricular Choices:

Scholars Bowl — National Honors Society — STUCO - Football — Volleyball
Cross Country — Basketball — Track — Golf — Cheerleading — Drama

State of the Art and Well Maintained Facilities:

MAC and PC Labs - ITV Lab Classroom
High Tech Classrooms with SMARTBOARDS
Wireless Internet Capabilities

2 Gyms — Weight Room

Outdoor Basketball Courts
We welcome any inquiries or visits to the school.
The first day of classes is Wednesday, August 17th.
Visit our website at usd314.k12.ks.us, and contact us at
785-694-2236 for more information.
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