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K-State team goes

Brewster ClélSS YeUNION

to weed competition

The Kansas State University
Weeds Team successfully com-
peted in the WeedOlympics, the
first-ever national Weed Science
student contest conducted at
Knoxville, Tenn., in late July.

The K-State team placed second
overall in the graduate division of
the Western region. Participating
graduate students included J.D.
Riffel and Josh Putman. Jessica
Zimmerman, an undergraduate
student from Alta Vista, partici-
pated on the graduate team.

Riffel achieved the highest
graduate individual score from the
Western region.

The contest included gradu-

Canada. Events consisted of weed
identification, sprayer calibration,
identification of unknown herbi-
cides, and field problem solving.
The K-State team was coached by
Anita Dille, weed ecologist, and
Dallas Peterson, extension weed
management specialist.

The WeedOlympics is a national
weed science contest among Stu-
dent members of the North Central
Weed Science Society, Northeast-
ern Weed Science Society, South-
ern Weed Science Society, and the
Western Society of Weed Science.
This is the first time students from
all regional societies competed in
a national contest against one an-

The Brewster class of 1981 gathered
in Denver for their 30th high school
class reunion on July 23. The former
classmates enjoyed a VIP tour of Co-
ors Brewery which included a private
tasting followed by a concert at Red
Rocks featuring the Steve Miller Band.
Class member present were Joe Gar-
cia (top left), Mike Dunlap, Paul Kear;
and Dawn Musil Kiebel (bottom left),

Marla Gilley Bassler, and Tanya
Crabtree Szanto.
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ate and undergraduate students other.

from across the United States and

Heat stress precautions improve cattle well-being

Hot temperatures across Kansas have
increased concern about how heat affects
livestock and what livestock producers can
do to alleviate the negative effects.

“Because animal welfare is their top pri-
ority, most livestock producers have pro-
tocols in place to address heat stress,” said
Kansas Department of Agriculture Animal
Health Commissioner Dr. Bill Brown.
“Through proper management, cattle pro-
ducers can reduce the serious impacts heat
stress has on cattle.”

Life-threatening heat stress in cattle is
usually not caused by elevated tempera-
tures alone, but by a combination of high
humidity and above-normal temperatures.
These primary factors can be made worse
by secondary factors, such as multiple con-
secutive days of high temperatures, lack
of nighttime cooling, lack of cloud cover,
lack of wind, lack of shade or grazing endo-
phyte-infested tall fescue pastures.

Signs of heat-related distress in cattle
during hot, humid weather include:

¢ going off feed,

e standing in ponds or with their heads
over the water tank,

* standing on the highest point in the pen
or pasture trying to catch a breeze,

* panting,

e salivating and

* open-mouth breathing.

Panting scores are perhaps the best vi-
sual method to estimate the severity of heat
stress on cattle. Breathing rates from 80 to
120 breaths per minute indicates moderate
stress. A range of 120 to 160 breaths per
minute indicates danger. More than 160
breaths per minute indicates that there is an
emergency.

If signs of moderate heat stress are seen,
producers may have a short time to provide
a mechanism for cooling the cattle before
the situation becomes life-threatening.

“Ready access to abundant cold water
is essential during periods of heat stress,”
Kansas State University Extension Beef
Veterinarian Dr. Larry Hollis said. “If wa-
ter availability is limited, extra water tanks
should be brought in so that dominant cattle
cannot keep timid cattle away from the wa-
ter.”

Dr. Hollis went on explain that access to
shade is critical, especially for heavy feeder
cattle or animals in an advanced stage of
pregnancy. Cattle should have the ability
to move away from structures such as solid
fences or barns that reduce air flow. Weeds
around the edges of pens should be cut
down to prevent their restricting air flow
and also to reduce roosting places for flies.
Fly control should be used to keep cattle
from bunching and further build up heat.

Sprinkler systems that provide large

drops of cold water that will wet the cat-
tle’s skin thoroughly can also be used, but
will only increase the humidity problem if
they do not wet the cattle’s skin thoroughly.
When sprinkled, cattle need to have ad-
equate space to stand under the sprinklers
as needed and then move away to a dry area
where evaporation will help cool their bod-
ies. Producers can request assistance from
fire trucks from the local fire department if
the situation becomes life threatening.

Livestock producers should postpone all
gathering or handling procedures until after
the critical heat period has passed. If cattle
must be worked during hot weather, pro-
ducers should gather them into large hold-
ing pens with excessive space and water-
ing capacity per animal the evening before
working. During hot summer days, ranch-
ers should begin working cattle so that all
handling is completed no later than mid-
morning. It is important to avoid crowd-
ing by bringing only a few animals to the
chute at one time. Cattle should be returned
to open space, shade and water as soon as
possible after working.

Producers should monitor radio, televi-
sion and electronic media programs that
regularly present weather and heat index
information. When the heat index is high
for people, it is also high for cattle. Ad-
ditionally, researchers at the University of

Nebraska have developed a Temperature-
Humidity Index that can help producers
anticipate when heat stress will become a
problem.

Producers should be on alert for heat
stress problems when conditions reach an
index score of 75. When the index reach-
es 79, the danger point has been reached.
When the index reaches 84, emergency
conditions exist.

If the heat index stays above 84 for three
days in a row, death losses can start to oc-
cur, especially if there has been a slight
breeze and the wind suddenly stops blow-
ing or clouds that have been present sud-
denly dissipate.

Producers are encouraged to monitor the
weather closely and use best management
practices to minimize the effects of heat
stress on cattle. Heat stress forecasts are
available at www.ars.usda.gov/Main/docs.
htm?docid=21351.

For information on detecting on managing
heat stress, contact Dr. Larry Hollis at (785)
532-1246. For information on heat stress in
swine visit www.pork.org/News/129/Fea-
turesArchive.aspx. For information on heat
stress in poultry visit www.southernstates.
com/articles/cl/poultrycare-heatstress.aspx.

Family seeks answers 34 years after Lawrence man’s death

LAWRENCE (AP) — The family of a Lawrence man
who died after being robbed and beaten in his home more
than three decades ago is asking police to reopen the case
in hopes of answering lingering questions about his death.

Robert Conlin, 66, was sleeping on a couch in his apart-
ment on May 21, 1977, when someone broke in, beat him
with a broom handle and left with a television and $2. Con-
lin died at a hospital five days later. In October of that year,
police said they had a suspect but no one was arrested and

the case went cold.
“We just want answers,”

tacked. “There’s no closure.”

An autopsy found that the beating contributed to Con-
lin’s death but because he had several medical problems no

said Conlin’s daughter, Katie
Gillam, who was 23 years old when her father was at-

lice of only one attacker.

single cause of death was determined, the Lawrence Jour-
nal World reported (http://bit.ly/rdJBRm ).

Gillam, of Overland Park, said her father was in and out
of consciousness during the five days after the beating but
he was able to give police a description. She said her father
said he was attacked by two black men, one tall and one
shorter, contradicting police accounts that Conlin told po-

In October 1977, the Douglas County Attorney at the
time, current Douglas County District Court Judge Mi-
chael Malone, said a suspect was identified and police had
questioned him. The Kansas Bureau of Investigation turned
over its part of the investigation to Lawrence police.

Lawrence police Sgt. Matt Sarna said last week that po-
lice were looking for the old case files after being contact-

ed by a family member. When that’s done, “detectives will
review the information thoroughly,” Sarna said.

Even if someone is arrested, prosecutors would be ham-
pered because there’s a five-year statute of limitations
on any crime other than murder that a suspect could be
charged with, such as burglary and manslaughter — mean-
ing prosecutors would need to prove murder.

At the time of the crime, Malone said the case was con-

sidered a murder.

“We’re not considering filing less than felony murder
charges because the facts of the situation show that was
the crime committed,” Malone said in a June 21,
Journal-World article.

Gillam said since her father’s death, the family has heard
nothing about any efforts to solve the crime.
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On the Beat

COLBY POLICE
Thursday

12:38 a.m. — Caller reported
loud music. Spoke with subject.

4:59 am. — Security check at
Walmart.

5:21 a.m. — Unlocked building
at Fike Park.

8:14 a.m. — Subject came to
Law Enforcement Center in refer-
ence to scam reported Wednesday.
Spoke with subject, information
provided.

10:21 a.m. — Provided direc-
tions to Driver’s License Exam-
iner at 990 S. Range.

11:38 a.m. — Provided direc-
tions from K-25 and Willow to
Taco Johns.

8:02 p.m. — Caller reported sub-
ject came onto his property earlier
today. Spoke to reporting party;
civil matter.

9:34 p.m. — Security check at
Walmart.

11:08 p.m. — Secured building
at Fike Park.

11:13 p.m. — Criminal damage
to property report filed for damage
to door at Fike Park.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Thursday

12:11 a.m. — Booked Gillis L
David.

8:27 am. — Caller requested
welfare check of subject, con-
cerned for safety. Spoke with sub-
ject, everything OK.

11:20 a.m. — Released Melissa
Joy Swafford.

4:20 p.m. — Caller reported pos-
sible starving horse. All appeared
OK, will contact owner.

5:09 p.m. — Caller from Logan
County was threatened via phone.
Report filed.

10:23 p.m. — Kathleen Jean Ar-
endt arrested on warrant.

10:34 p.m. — Booked Arendt.

10:54 p.m. — Released Arendt.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory
call Sharon or Kathryn today at 462-3963.

Giveita try!

See what the. Business: Directory, can.do; for-you!

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
- (800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

s

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

425 East Hill, Colby, KS
785-462-6642

Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply
IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems
Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems

Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

NEED EXTRA MONEY?

Be a Newspaper Carrier!

155 W 5th Street « 785.462.3963

TH

MAS
ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Bankruptcy Questions?
Call Toll Free (800) 864-4619

LASSMAN

Colf season is here. Come join in the
fun at our new low season pricee!

public facilities, not private - everyone welcome.

Restaurant and Lounge are open
Monday - Saturday
Prime Rib, Salad Bar and Dessert Special
every Saturday night

CMenoow Luke

qou- COURSE & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Meadowlake Golf Course, Restaurant and Lounge are

Representing many companies to * For great coverage

provide all your insurance needs: and customer
service contact me!

e Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV

e Farm and Crop Insurance

» Commercial Property, Automobiles

e General Liability, Workers Compensation
¢ Inland Marine, Builders Risk

e Auto Service Shops

* Body Shop and Collision Repair

e Contractors

® Restaurants

e Salons and Day Spas

e Strip Malls, Condominiums

e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

P.O. Box 506 « 490 N. Franklin

200 W 13th - Hays, KS

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file
for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

[ 73
FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Home | Life |

David Browne Il
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Auto | Business | College | Retirement

1085 E Golf Club Rd. * Colby, KS

Ph: 785-462-3939 . Fax: 785-462-3752
dtubbs@thomascountyins.com « www.thomascountyins.com

Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,

877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company**, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company**/West Des Moines, IA. *Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services © 2011 FBL Financial Group, Inc. M083-ML-BC (5-11)




