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Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

Son favors
time over money

Dear Dr. Brothers: My 25-year-old son is
throwing away his life, and I don’t know what to
do! He just graduated from college (with honors
-- on the dean’s list, nonetheless) and was offered
an extremely well-paying position with a presti-
gious Wall Street investment firm. He refused!
When I told him everyone takes a little time off
after college before getting a job, he laughed
and said that he’s “never going to live his life on
someone else’s clock.” What’s wrong with him?
--T.C.

Dear T.C.: Your son may be suffering from a
homework hangover. He’s just spent many years
buckling down, studying, doing what he had to
do to succeed under the various systems he’s
been trying to crack. Although he is a very ca-
pable guy, he may have felt a tremendous pres-
sure to succeed just so that he could receive those
prestigious job offers. But now that the time has
come to enter the real world, he is too burned out
to even consider it.

But your son may never join the corporate
world; because he has a strong productive drive,
he probably will find something else to make
him happy and pay the rent. What you need to do
now is put things in perspective -- money truly
doesn’t buy happiness! A new study of more than
400,000 workers in 63 countries over 40 years,
published by the American Psychological Asso-
ciation, made things pretty clear: Money is im-
portant to people in order to achieve autonomy,
but in most societies, personal individualism --
freedom to operate as a free agent in a society
-- trumps money.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My father has been run-
ning a restaurant for 40 years, and his employ-
ees have always been like family to him. I've
just noticed that some of what he says might be
construed by the new waitresses as sexist. Those
who know him realize that he really means no
harm, but I’ve seen the new hires blanch when he
refers to them as “his girls.” I don’t know how to
approach him about all this without hurting his
feelings. Am I making a big deal out of nothing?
--P.W.

Dear P.W.: It’s quite a dilemma for you. I can
see that you have the interests of both your dad
and the waitresses at heart, and you don’t really
want to hurt anyone’s feelings or make waves in
your dad’s business when he is just being him-
self. I am sure that as the “girls” get to know him,
they will go along with the program -- the boss
has an old-fashioned streak, and he’s probably
not going to change at this point. Of course, if he
really wants to call them his girls,

As for the waitresses you see reacting to your
dad’s unwitting sexism, you don’t want to lose
them while gambling that they will just get used
to his ways. You might mention to him that there’s
been a change in society in the past 50 years or
so (yes, you can say it with a smile) and that girls
are now called “women.” I would focus your ef-
forts on those waitresses who truly seem to be
offended, and put in a good word for your dad.
If the atmosphere is casual and they can call him
by his first name, that might help balance things
out.
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
®#Q953
YQ1074
®54
*AJ3
WEST EAST
SA SAK10764
YK 6 vJ38
€J98762 ¢103
#K Q98 #7542
SOUTH
NaJg2
YA9532
®AKQ
S106
The bidding:
North East South  West
Pass Pass 19 24
3w Pass 49

Opening lead — king of clubs.
Famous Hand

When declarer can make a contract only if the
opponents’ cards are divided in a certain way, he
should assume that particular distribution actual-
ly exists and plan his play accordingly. This prin-
ciple is self-evident, but applying it to a particular
hand is sometimes not so easy.

Here is a gem of a hand played by Allan Co-
hen in the Life Master Pairs Championship some
years ago. It would seem that South cannot avoid
losing two spades, a heart and a club for down
one, but Cohen found a way to make the contract
after West led the king of clubs. Furthermore,
there was nothing the defenders could do to stop
him.

He won the club with the ace and returned a
club to his ten. West took the queen and cashed
the ace of spades, on which East signaled with
the seven. West then shifted to a low diamond.

Gauging the situation perfectly -- and realizing
that West’s ace of spades was a singleton because
he had failed to lead another spade -- Cohen won
the diamond shift with the ace, cashed the ace of
trumps and king of diamonds, then led the queen
of diamonds.

By this time it was clear to Cohen that his only
chance of landing the contract was to find West
with an original holding of the K-x of trumps. In
line with this, he ruffed the queen of diamonds
with dummy’s queen of hearts! After this held, he
cashed the jack of clubs -- discarding the eight of
spades -- and then led a trump.

In true storybook fashion, West was forced to
win with the king and return a diamond or a club.
This allowed Cohen to discard his jack of spades
as he ruffed in dummy, bringing a satisfying con-
clusion to a very well-played hand.
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“When you’re tired of ironing, I'm
ready to play something else.”
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Thisis alogic-based num- |3|2|7|4|5/6(8 9|1
ber placement puzzle. 8/6/1/2/9/3|4|7|5]:
The goal is to enter a num- 45/918/11712/36
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich 11361571219 48

7/8|/5|3|4/9(1/6|2
each row, column and 3x3 ola 26811357
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Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip
TWMWDQKV UVWSHEQKM

TWKJ FBYSY AFEVWPA YU

TVATVEQDQKMOJ ITVWHSQUHO

BWEIYEA: “FYESA QOOHASEWSVP.”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THOSE WEEDS WERE
SURPRISINGLY HARD TO PULL OUT OF THE
GROUND. I REALLY HAD TO USE ROOT FORCE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals P

Crossword ¢ Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 37 Pocket DOWN 11 Poehler
1 Reason embroi- 1 “—that and
to scratch dery, cute?” Adams
5 Droop maybe 2 Biblical 17 — shoe-
8 “Arrive- 39 Scatter pronoun string
derci, —”" seeds 3 Mass. 19 Regula-

12 “Scat, 41 Horse- neighbor tion
gnat!” back 4 Hex 22 Razor

13 Okla- game 5 Metal sharpener
homa city 42 Head- used in 24 Gasoline

14 Dutch ache aid magnets stat
cheese 45 Deodorant 6 Com- 25 Raw rock

15 Admoni- type motion 26 Baloney
tion to 49 Carbon 7 Group of 27 Award
Nanette — hoodlums winners

16 Popular 51 Queenof 8 Movesa 29 A
board Carthage fern, Gersh-
game 52 As well maybe win

18 Cold, 53 Regret 9 Device 30 Aries
treeless 54 Love measur- 33 Unaccom-
terrain child? ing dis- panied

20 Folklore 55 Encoun- tance 36 Addition-
figures ter traveled ally

21 Part 56 — 10 Having 38 — Gate
mine, part Angeles XY Bridge
yours 57 Quaint chromo- 40 Candle

23 Con- “not” somes material

24 soubrzﬁsk, Solution time: 27 mins. 42 \I\;Il%sque
e.g. 43 Com-

28 Use a poser
swizzle Porter
stick 44 Young

31 Paid female
athlete 46 Old

32 Continen- Italian
tal money money

34 Historic 47 Smell
period 48 Inquisitive

35 Mannered 50 Pair on
man stage
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