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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/25

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 8/24

	    Opening lead -- ace of diamonds.
Post-mortems often prove very illuminating, 

since they permit an analysis of every avenue of 
play with all four hands in view.

Consider this deal played in a national cham-
pionship. East opened five clubs, vulnerable, 
and carried on to six after South bid five spades. 
North doubled, and East finished down one after 
South led the ace and another diamond.

South was unhappy with the outcome, contend-
ing he could have made a slam in spades -- worth 
980 points -- against any defense. After a club 
lead, he would have ruffed, played a diamond to 
the jack, continued with the K-A of diamonds and 
ruffed a diamond in dummy to produce his 12th 
trick. His only loser would have been a trump.

West challenged this statement, claiming he 
could stop the slam by leading the ace and anoth-
er trump. But South stuck to his guns, insisting 
he would have made the slam even with a trump 
lead and offered to back his opinion by betting 
the traditional old family homestead.

Further analysis led to the conclusion that 
South was right. Declarer wins the second trump 
lead with dummy’s six and returns the king of 
hearts, forcing East to cover with the ace. South 
ruffs, leads a diamond to the jack and returns the 
jack of hearts.	

When East covers with the queen, South ruffs 
and then cashes all his remaining trumps, reduc-
ing his own hand to the A-7-4 of diamonds. On 
the last trump, West must choose a discard from 
the Q-8-6 of diamonds and ten of hearts in front 
of dummy’s K-5 of diamonds and 9-7 of hearts. 
West can’t discard successfully, and declarer 
makes the slam. 

All of which explains why South is still living 
happily on his old family homestead.

	    (c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I knew when I married my 
wife that her 8-year-old daughter was part of the 
package. I really do understand that she loves her 
very much. But over the course of four years, it’s 
become apparent that her daughter runs the show. 
Our dinners are always based on what she wants. 
Our TV shows are always her choices. We can’t 
play any music that she doesn’t like. My wife be-
comes very upset when I bring up this stuff, and 
I’m at the end of my rope. -- G.K.

Dear G.K.: You are in a household where you 
are the stepparent of a ‘tween, the new definition 
of a preteen who is already a diva but isn’t yet old 
enough to wear a bra. She may just be a bratty kid 
to you, and it’s unfortunate that you haven’t been 
able (or perhaps willing) to work toward having 
your own relationship with her. You may have 
been very reluctant to step in and assert yourself 
in the household, and the child has sensed that. 
Many stepparents wonder if they have the right 
to discipline their spouse’s child, and they nev-
er want to make waves, so they just stay out of 
it. That can yield the power imbalance you find 
yourself coping with -- neither you nor your wife 
has claimed the head position in the household, 
so the kid has grabbed it.

Ask your wife if she is happy with how things 
are going – she probably isn’t either but doesn’t 
want to be put on the defensive and be blamed 
for the way she is raising her daughter. If you ap-
proach her in the spirit of the three of you being a 
team that needs to work together more smoothly, 
you may find the balance you are looking for. 

Dear Dr. Brothers: Last week some new 
neighbors moved in next door. They are a very 
poor family of three, and the first time the father 
knocked on the door, I was happy to help him out 
with the good old cup of sugar. I think that was 
a really bad move, because it seems every time 
he needs something, he doesn’t hesitate to knock. 
I’ve given him rides to the store, food from my 
refrigerator and money. How can I dial this whole 
thing back a bit? -- D.B.

Dear D.B.: Wow, you really are a nice and ac-
commodating neighbor. But it seems the people 
next door have you pegged as their own personal 
servant and welfare agent. It is nice to be able to 
help them out a bit while they are new residents 
getting settled in, but it’s really not cool of them 
to abuse your generosity. 

Perhaps if you are willing to invest just a lit-
tle more time and effort, you can find out what 
resources are available for your new neighbors, 
and ask some of the people whose responsibility 
it is to shepherd people through the processes to 
give them a call and get the ball rolling. Even if 
this family does take advantage of some of the 
official help out there, though, they probably will 
turn to you occasionally. There is nothing wrong 
with establishing limits at this late date – once 
they are really OK, you can let them know what 
your boundaries are. 

 (c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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