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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 9/08

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 9/07

Trump Management
The question of when to draw trumps, and how 

many rounds to draw, is the central issue in many 
hands.

Take this deal where West leads a heart against 
six spades. South wins with the ace, and if he 
draws three rounds of trumps, he eventually 
goes down one, losing a heart and a diamond. 
By drawing all the missing trumps immediately, 
declarer more or less banks his hopes on a 3-3 
diamond division. Since the odds on this are al-
most 2-1 against, South should search for greener 
pastures.

He can increase his chances substantially by 
drawing only two rounds of trumps with the A-K. 
He then leads a diamond to the king, a diamond 
back to the ace, a club to the ace and another dia-
mond toward the Q-7.

In the actual deal, as well as against several 
other possible distributions, the defense is ren-
dered helpless by this succession of plays. What 
can East do when the eight of diamonds is led 
from dummy? If he ruffs, declarer follows low 
and later discards a heart from dummy on the 
queen of diamonds. He eventually ruffs his los-
ing heart in dummy, so the only trick he loses is 
East’s diamond ruff.

If East does not trump the eight of diamonds, 
South wins with the queen and ruffs the diamond 
seven in dummy with the jack of trumps. The 
only trick declarer loses against this defense is 
a heart.

From the outset, South aims to extract every 
ounce of mileage out of his trumps. Two rounds 
of trumps are exactly the right number to draw 
before starting the diamonds. The suggested 
method of play is by no means guaranteed to win, 
but it gives declarer a much better chance of mak-
ing the slam.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I always envisioned my-
self as the mother of little princesses, but ended 
up with three rough-and-tumble boys. My hus-
band is a workaholic, and it’s pretty much up to 
me to cope. The problem is they are very physi-
cal, always roughhousing, and I can’t stand it. 
The boys are 5, 6 and 8. I try to get them involved 
in art or science projects, but they just want to 
wrestle. What can I do to keep my sanity but not 
turn them into sissies? – G.G.

Dear G.G.: It would be great if your hus-
band could get involved with his sons, at least 
on weekends. They need a strong presence of a 
father, guiding them and helping them grow into 
good kids. It sounds like they have a lot of en-
ergy, but scrapping easily can turn into fights or 
end up with someone getting hurt – so you are not 
being entirely unreasonable when you prefer they 
do something else. They probably are taking ad-
vantage of you being the only enforcer. You also 
know they don’t enjoy the activities you have 
suggested, so you need to be more sensitive to 
their interests while not stifling their enthusiasm.

When you do engage with your sons, try to do 
something that interests them. It’s not too early to 
get them involved in sports like baseball, soccer 
and tennis. They don’t have to choose the same 
thing. Some boys might prefer martial arts, but 
you can point them toward running, biking or 
swimming. The list is endless. I think they just 
need their energy directed toward more organized 
activities. In the meantime, work on your husband 
to be more of an involved dad. It’s important, and 
the family will be healthier and happier.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I’ve been married six 
years, and have always had mixed feelings about 
pregnancy. I can’t wait to have our baby girl, but 
since I pride myself on my figure, it is hard to 
watch my waist disappear. I feel fat and ugly, and 
my husband is less interested in having sex. He 
says I am still beautiful, but I’m only five months 
along, and I’m worried about looking even worse. 
Can you help me? – K.F.

Dear K.F.: I am sure that as you move farther 
into your pregnancy, you will feel better about 
your body. The baby will be kicking, and you will 
look like a pregnant woman instead of an over-
weight one. As you begin showing more, you 
can go shopping for maternity styles – those that 
prominently feature the baby bump! So patience 
and getting used to changes in your body will 
help. Please don’t diet.

I’m willing to bet your husband thinks you’re 
beautiful but may feel hesitant to make love be-
cause he’s afraid of hurting the baby or endan-
gering the pregnancy. A talk with your physician 
should clear that up. Understand he has to make 
adjustments in his emotional state during preg-
nancy as well. You both are heading into an ex-
citing time. With your pride in your body, you 
won’t have trouble getting back into shape after 
the birth of your daughter. And please don’t let 
vanity deprive her of mother’s milk. Try to stop 
worrying and enjoy this special time.

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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Mom can’t stand
boys’ roughness

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


