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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 9/15

Dear Heloise: I have a family member who 
operates his BUSINESS OUT OF THE HOUSE, 
and he needs quiet time. I have learned a few 
ways to help with that:

• Put a hot pad or dish towel on the table before 
setting down a plate.

• Use a plastic spoon to stir with, rather than a 
metal spoon.

• Keep a pitcher of water to use if the faucet 
makes noise.

• Turn the doorknob all the way before opening 
or closing a door.

• Put water in a glass before adding ice cubes.
These are a few things I have found that help. 

If you know of others, I would like to know. – 
Nelda, Beaumont, Texas 

Nelda, as someone who works at home, I ap-
preciate these hints. Readers, how do you keep 
things quiet around the house? Send your sug-
gestions to: Heloise/Quiet, P.O. Box 795000, San 
Antonio, TX 78279-5000; email to: Heloise(at)
Heloise.com; or fax to: 210-HELOISE (435-
6473). And with school starting back up, students 
need quiet time at home, too! – Heloise

CUSTOMIZED PENDANT
Dear Heloise: A beautiful and inexpensive cus-

tomized pendant can be created by adding a clip-
on earring to a sturdy chain necklace. Choose 
the length of chain that would complement your 
clothing. Simply select a large clip-on earring 
and snap it on the chain. The large, round earrings 
worn in the 1980s work the best, but smaller ones 
can provide a great look as well! 

Shopping at thrift and antique shops can pro-
vide an affordable array of earrings that can be 
used for any occasion! – Rose in New Jersey

EASY TEE
Dear Heloise: Recently, my dog had a mass re-

moved from his back. The veterinarian advised 
me to keep a T-shirt on him to protect the inci-
sion. My T-shirts were too big, and the sleeves 
were cumbersome. 

My solution was to buy boys’ sleeveless un-
dershirts. I cut a small portion off the back of the 
neckline to give some slack to the arm holes, but 
the shirts fit snugly around the tummy and are 
high enough they stay dry. – Susan via email

Very ingenious! I bet your dog looked cute. – 
Heloise

BRUSH UP
Dear Heloise: I keep three brushes (a tooth-

brush, a vegetable brush and a baby-bottle brush) 
in the silverware keeper in my dishwasher after 
using them. This keeps them clean and sanitized 
for the next use. – Hazel in Arkansas

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Keep quiet
in business time

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 9/16

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bridge • Steve Becker

Test Your Play
1. It is obvious from the bidding, and from see-

ing dummy, that you have no chance to stop the 
contract unless declarer is void of spades. Act-
ing on this assumption, you should therefore lead 
the ten of hearts at trick two! Your only real hope 
to defeat the contract is that this extraordinary 
play will prevent South from reaching dummy to 
make use of the A-K-Q of spades.

As it happens, this play strikes gold. Not sur-
prisingly, South has:

and your trump shift (and subsequent trump con-
tinuation) sinks the contract. Had you continued 
with a diamond, declarer would win with the 
queen, lead the king of clubs and make the con-
tract, losing only a trump, a diamond and a club 
after gaining entry to dummy with a third-round 
club ruff. The trump lead at trick two appears sui-
cidal, but actually offers the best chance to defeat 
the contract.

2. Win the heart lead with the queen and con-
tinue with the A-K-J, discarding two clubs from 
dummy. Then play a club and finesse the nine. If 
South wins with either the queen or king, he is 
endplayed in three suits and must hand you your 
12th trick regardless of which suit he returns. 
This approach makes the contract a 100 percent 
certainty. Any other line of play might offer a 
high probability of success, but you might get 
unlucky and go down.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.


